
March 20, 2007 
     

The Honorable Dennis Daugaard 
President of the Senate 
State Capitol 
Pierre, SD 57501-5070 

Dear President Daugaard and Members of the Senate: 

I herewith return Senate Bill 103 and VETO the same. 

Senate Bill 103 is entitled, "An Act to provide for the appointment of members of the Brand 
Board by district." 

Senate Bill 103 would create three geographical districts from which the Governor must 
appoint members to the Brand Board. East River would comprise one district and West River 
would be divided into a northern and southern district. Four of the five Brand Board members 
would have to be appointed from West River- two from each district and one member would 
be appointed from the East River district. Current law requires that three of the five Brand 
Board members live in the brand inspection area (West River South Dakota).  

People should be appointed to state boards and commissions based on their qualifications and 
abilities, not where they live. The current make-up of the Brand Board was negotiated and 
agreed upon in 2004. 

Senate Bill 103 sets bad precedence for board and commission appointments. The state has 
nearly 150 different boards and commissions. According to the logic of this legislation, all 
boards and commission appointments should be regionalized. Doing so would result in 
appointed members representing the special interests of their specific region rather than the 
best interests of the state as a whole. Senate Bill 103 creates over-representation for the 
proposed Northwestern district, which has the fewest number of people and cattle. 

Furthermore, this legislation also discriminates against many of our East River ranchers by 
limiting their representation to no more than one person. There are numerous producers who 
live east of the Missouri River, but own or lease grazing land west of the river or sell their 
cattle west of the river. Although they live east of the river, these ranchers are subject to 
brand inspection. Any cattle that have been transported into the brand inspection area must be 
inspected when they are transported out of the inspection area, are sold in the inspection area, 
or are slaughtered in the inspection area. 

For these reasons, I respectfully request that you concur with my veto of SB 103. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

M. Michael Rounds 
Governor 

 


