
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
April 9, 2007 
 

Bill Ritter, Jr. 
Governor 

STATE OF COLORADO 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
136 State Capitol Building 
Denver, Colorado 80203 
(303) 866 - 2471 
(303) 866 - 2003 fax 

The Honorable Colorado House of Representatives 
Sixty-sixth General Assembly 
First Regular Session 
State Capitol 
Denver, CO  80203 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 
I am returning to you House Bill 1122, “Concerning physical education teachers employed by school 
districts.”  I vetoed this bill as of _________today and this letter sets forth my reasons for doing so. 

 
House Bill 1122 prohibits school districts with more than 1,500 enrolled pupils from hiring unlicensed 
physical education instructors.  Though I agree with proponents’ interest in creating healthier and safer 
environments for children, I disagree that HB 1122 effectively addresses these issues. 

 
While HB 1122 exempts small school districts from its requirements, it does not exempt small schools 
found in larger districts.  In other words, this bill would require a school like Archuleta High School with 
its 54 students to hire a licensed physical education instructor to offer any physical education courses to 
its students or potentially forego offering these courses altogether, as the district enrolls more than 1,500 
students overall (figures gathered from the Colorado Department of Education).  I submit that this is not 
what the bill’s proponents intended. 

 
It is important for us all to remember that legislation isn’t necessary for school districts to impose the 
requirements of HB 1122 voluntarily.  If desired, any of the state’s 178 elected school boards could 
establish standards and processes that mirror the requirements of HB 1122.  Likewise, school boards 
could—and perhaps should, if the statistics on the growing pandemic of childhood obesity are correct—
broaden current curricular standards of physical education courses to include topics such as healthy 
eating, anatomy and physiology, and managing stress.  I hope that, if they have not already done so, 
school boards throughout the state will consider these options seriously. 

 
In the end, my decision is founded on the likelihood that, though well-intentioned, HB 1122 could further 
restrict rather than expand physical education courses in our schools. I hope this veto helps ensure 
physical education remains part of the curriculums at large and small schools throughout the state. 

 
Accordingly, I have vetoed this bill. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Bill Ritter, Jr. 
Governor 


