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Senate File 546 - Enrolled

Senate File 546

AN ACT
RELATINGTO PRIVATE INSTRUCTIONAND DRIVER EDUCATION.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLYOF THE STATE OF IOWA:

Sectionl. Section256.11, subsectionl7, paragraphc,
subparagraph(3), Code 2021, is amended to read as follows:

(3) An online learningplatformoffered, subjectto the
initial availabilityof federal funds, by the departmentin
collaborationwith one or more area educationagenciesor in
partnershipwith school districtsand accreditednonpublic
schools. The online learningplatformmay deliver distance
educationto students, includingstudentsreceivingindependent

. . . e fined . 25921 sul .
2, paragraphr“b*% competentprivate instructionunder section
29082 . . : ond 14 3 :
sectiton299A&-3 chapter 2994, provided such students register
with the school districtof residenceand the coursework
offeredby the online learningplatformis taught and
supervisedby a teacher licensed under chapter 272 who has
online learningexperienceand the course contentmeets the
requirementsestablishedby rule pursuantto section256.7,
subsection32, paragraph “c”. The departmentand the area
educationagencies operatingonline learning programs pursuant
to section273.16 shall coordinateto ensure the most effective
use of resourcesand deliveryof services. Federal funds, if
available,may be used to offset what would otherwisebe costs
to school districts for participationin the program.
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Sec. 2. Section273.16, subsectionl, Code 2021, is amended
to read as follows:

1. Subjectto an appropriationof funds by the general
assembly for this purpose, the area educationagencies
may offer, separatelyor in collaborationwith other area
educationagencies, or in partnershipwith school districtsand
accreditednonpublicschools, to providean online learning
programto deliver distanceeducationto Iowa’s secondary
students, including students receivingindependentprivate
. . Jefined . 2092 1 sl fona
paragraph4b’ competentprivate instructionunder seetion
seetion299A3 chapter 299A.

Sec. 3. Section299A.1, subsectionl, Code 2021, is amended
to read as follows:

1. The parent, guardian,or legal custodianof a child
of compulsoryattendanceage whe—ptaces may place the child
under privateinstruetionshall preovide;untessetherwise
exempted, competentprivate instructionor independent
private instructionin accordancewith this chapter. A
parent, guardian, or legal custodianof a child of compulsory
attendanceage who places the child under private instruction
whieh that is not competentpriveateinstructionor—independent
privateinstruetion,in compliancewith this chapter, or

who otherwisefails to comply with the requirementsof this

chapter, is subject to the provisionsof sections299.1 through
299.4 and the penaltiesprovidedin section 299.6.

Sec. 4. Section299A.1, subsection2, paragrapha, Code
2021, is amended to read as follows:

a. “Competentprivateinstructionfieans privateeither of
the following:

(1) Privateinstructionprovidedon a daily basis for at
least one hundred forty-eightdays during a school year, to be

met by attendancefor at least thirty-sevendays each school
quarter, by or under the supervisionof a licensedpractitioner
in the manner providedunder section299A.2, which results in
the student making adequateprogress.

(2) Privateinstructionprovidedby a parent, guardian, or

legal custodianunder section299A.3.
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Sec. 5. Section299A.1, subsection2, paragraphb,
unnumberedparagraphl, Code 2021, is amended to read as
follows:

“Independentprivateinstructionfieans private instruction
that meets the followingcriteria:

Sec. 6. Section299A.3, Code 2021, is amendedto read as
follows:

299A.3 PrivateCompetentprivateinstructionby nonticensed
personparent, quardian,or legal custodian

A parent, guardian, or legal custodianof a child of

compulsoryattendanceage providingcompetentprivate
instructionto the childmay meet all of the following
requirements:

1. Completeand send, in a timely manner, the report
requiredunder section299.4 to the school district of
residenceof the child.

2. Ensure that the child under the parent’s, guardian’s,
or legal custodian’sinstructionis evaluatedannuallyto
determinewhether the child is making adequate progress, as
definedin section 299A.6.

3. Ensure that the resultsof the child'’s annual evaluation
are reportedto the school districtof residenceof the child
and to the departmentof educationby a date not later than
Jure39 August 1 of eaeh the year followingthe school year

in which the child +8 was under competentprivate instruction
pursuantto this section

Sec. 7. Section299A.4, subsectionl, Code 2021, is amended
to read as follows:

1. Each child of compulsoryattendanceage who is
receivingcompetent private instructionshall either be
evaluatedannually by May + 31, using a nationallyrecognized
standardizedachievementevaluationor other assessmenttool
developedor recognizedby the departmentof educationand
chosen by the child’s parent, guardian, or legal custodian from
a list of approvedevaluationsor assessmenttools provided
by the departmentof educationor be evaluatedannuallyin
the manner provided in subsection7. The departmentshall
provide informationon the cost of and the administrationtime
required for each of the approvedevaluations. The department
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shall provide, as part of approval proceduresfor evaluations
to be used under this section a mechanismwhich permits the
introductionand approval of new or alternatemethods of
educationalassessmentwhich meet the requirementsof this
chapter.

Sec. 8. Section299A.6, Code 2021, is amendedby adding the
followingnew subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION 2A. This section shall not be construedto
requireor prohibit testingon any subjectmatter at intervals
more frequentlyor at grade levels other than those set forth

in section256.7, subsection2l, paragraph“b”, subparagraph
(2).

Sec. 9. Section321.178, subsectionl, paragrapha,
subparagraph(4), Code 2021, is amended to read as follows:

(4) Instructionprovidingan awarenessabout sharing
the road with pedestrians,bicycleg and motorcycles. The
instructioncourse shall be first approvedby the state
departmentof transportation. Instructionalmaterialscreating
an awareness about sharingthe road with pedestrians,bicycleg
and motorcyclesshall also be distributedduring the course of
instruction.

Sec. 10. Section321.178A, subsection2, paragraphc, Code
2021, is amendedto read as follows:

c. “Teachingparent”means a parent, guardian, or legal
custodianof a studentwho is eurrentlypreovidingecompetent
during-thepreviousyear meeting the attendancerequirement

of section299.1, subsectionl; who has a validdriver’s
license, other than a motorizedbicycle licenseor a temporary

restrictedlicense, that permitsunaccompanieddriving; and

who has maintaineda clear drivingrecord for the previoustwo
years. For purposesof this paragraph, “cleardrivingrecord”
means the individualhas not been identifiedas a candidate

for suspensionor revocationof a driver’slicenseunder the
habitualviolator or habitualoffender provisionsof the
department’sregulations;is not subjectto a driver’slicense
suspension,revocation,denial, cancellation,disqualification,
or bar; and has no record of a convictionfor a movingtraffic
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violationdeterminedto be the cause of a motor vehicle
accident.

Sec. 11. Section321.178A, subsection3, paragrapha,
subparagraphs(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), and (6), Code 2021, are
amended to read as follows:

(1) Thirtyelteeckhourseofelassreoominstruetion.

2)y—Forty Thirty hours of street or highwaydriving
includingfour three hours of drivingafter sunset and before
sunrisewhile accompaniedby tire a teachingparent or a
personwho is qualifiedto provide street or highwaydriving

instructionpursuantto section 321.178
39 (2) *Feur-hoursef-elassreeminstruwetienInstruction
concerningsubstance abuse.

Instructionconcerningrailroadcrossingsafety.

+5) (4) Instructionrelatingto becomingan organ donor
under the reviseduniformanatomicalgift Act as providedin
chapter 142C.

+6) (5) Instructionprovidingan awarenessabout sharing
the road with pedestrians,bicycleg and motorcycles.

Sec. 12. Section321.178A, subsection3, paragraphb, Code
2021, is amended to read as follows:

b. The content of the course of instructionrequiredunder
this subsectionshall be equivalentto that requiredunder
section 321.178 However, referenceand study materials,
physicalclassroomrequirements,actual classroomhours and

minutes, and extra vehicle safety equipmentrequired for
instructionunder section321.178 shall not be requiredfor the
course of instructionprovidedunder this section

Sec. 13. Section321.178A, subsection4, paragraphsb, e,
and g, Code 2021, are amendedto read as follows:

b. Documentationthat the studentis—reeceivingeompetent
. . . . . 2995 2 \ c
' hooldi . et 3 . L.
“nstructiomunder-section299A<3 teachingparent is meetingthe
attendancerequirementof section299.1, subsectionl.
e. Copies of writtentests completedby the student or

lesser documentationas may be required by the department

g. A log of completedstreet or highwaydrivinginstruction
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includingthe dates when the lessonswere conducted,the

: e} i e i
next+teo—eachentry; notes on drivingactivitiesincludinga

list of drivingdeficienciesand improvements,and the duration
of the drivingtime for each session.

Sec. 14. Section321.178A, subsection5, Code 2021, is
amended to read as follows:

5. Intermediatelicense. Any student who successfully
completesan approvedcourse as provided in this section
passes a drivingtest to be administeredby the department,
and is otherwisequalifiedunder section321.180B, subsection
2, shall be eligible for an intermediatelicense pursuantto
section321.180B Twenty of the ferty thirty hours of street
or highwaydriving instructionrequiredunder subsection3,
paragraph“a”, subparagrapht2y (1), may be used to satisfythe
requirementof section321.180B, subsection2.

Sec. 15. Section321.178A, Code 2021, is amendedby adding
the followingnew subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION 7. Applicability. This section shall not
be construedto requirea teachingparent to apply for or seek

approvalof the departmentseparate from the course completion
and certificationrequirementsof subsection4.

JAKE CHAPMAN PAT GRASSLEY
Presidentof the Senate Speaker of the House

I herebycertifythat this bill originatedin the Senate and
is known as Senate File 546, Eighty-ninthGeneral Assembly.

W. CHARLES SMITHSON
Secretaryof the Senate

Approved ,2021

KIM REYNOLDS
Governor
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