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SPONSOR:  Sen. Sokola & Sen. SWXUgeon & 
Sen. ToZnVend & ReS. ChXkZXocha

SenV. Ga\, HanVen, S. McBUide, 
Pinkne\, PooUe; ReSV. BenW], 
HeffeUnan, KoZalko, L\nn, MinoU-
BUoZn, MoUUiVon

 
DELAWARE STATE SENATE
151st GENERAL ASSEMBLY

 
SENATE BILL NO. 6

 
AN ACT TO AMEND TITLE 11 OF THE DELAWARE CODE RELATING TO DEADLY WEAPONS.
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE:

Section 1. Amend SXbchapter VII, Chapter 5, Title 11 of the DelaZare Code b\ making deletions as shoZn b\ strike throXgh 

and insertions as shoZn b\ Xnderline as folloZs: 

�� 1462-1469. [ReserYed.] 

� 1462. Large-capacit\ maga]ines prohibited; class B misdemeanor or class E felon\. 

(a) As Xsed in this section: 

(1) ³AmmXnition feeding deYice´ means an\ maga]ine, belt, drXm, feed strip, or similar deYice that holds ammXnition for a 

firearm. 

(2)a. ³Large-capacit\ maga]ine´ means an\ ammXnition feeding deYice capable of accepting, or that can readil\ be conYerted 

to accept, more than 17 roXnds of ammXnition. 

b. ³Large-capacit\ maga]ine´ inclXdes an ammXnition feeding deYice Zith a remoYable floor plate or end plate, if the deYice can readil\ 

be e[tended to accept more than 17 roXnds of ammXnition. 

c. ³Large-capacit\ maga]ine´ does not inclXde an attached tXbXlar deYice designed to accept, and onl\ capable of operating Zith, .22 

caliber rimfire ammXnition. 

 (3) ³Licensed firearms dealer´ means a person licensed as a deadl\ Zeapons dealer Xnder Chapter 9 of Title 24 and 18 U.S.C. 

� 921 et seq. 

  (4) ³QXalified retired laZ-enforcement officer´ means as defined Xnder � 1441B(c) of this title.

(b)(1) E[cept as otherZise proYided in sXbsections (c) throXgh (e) of this section, it is XnlaZfXl for a person to

manXfactXre, sell, offer for sale, pXrchase, receiYe, transfer, or possess an\ large-capacit\ maga]ine. 

(2) A Yiolation of this section is a class B misdemeanor for a first offense and a class E felon\ for a sXbseqXent offense. 

(3) A large-capacit\ maga]ine is sXbject to forfeitXre for a Yiolation of this sXbsection. 

(4) The SXperior CoXrt has e[clXsiYe jXrisdiction oYer a Yiolation of this sXbsection. 

             (c) This section does not appl\ to an\ of the folloZing: 

(1) Personnel of the United States goYernment or a Xnit of that goYernment Zho are acting Zithin the scope of official 

bXsiness. 

(2) Members of the armed forces of the United States or of the National GXard Zho are acting Zithin the scope of official 

bXsiness. 

(3) A laZ-enforcement officer Zho is acting Zithin the scope of official bXsiness. 
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(4) A qXalified retired laZ-enforcement officer.

(5) An indiYidXal Zho holds a Yalid concealed carr\ permit issXed b\ the SXperior CoXrt Xnder � 1441 of this title.

(6) A licensed firearms dealer that sells a large-capacit\ maga]ine to another licensed firearms dealer or to an indiYidXal 

e[empt Xnder paragraphs (c)(1) throXgh (5) of this section. 

(d) A resident of this State Zho possesses a large-capacit\ maga]ine on [the effectiYe date of this Act] shall, no

later than JXne 30, 2022, relinqXish the large-capacit\ maga]ine to a laZ-enforcement agenc\ of this State. 

(e)(1) The Secretar\ of the Department of Safet\ and Homeland SecXrit\ shall establish and administer a

compensation program for residents of this State to alloZ a resident in possession of a large-capacit\ maga]ine on [the effectiYe date of 

this Act] to relinqXish the large-capacit\ maga]ine to the Department or a participating local laZ-enforcement agenc\ in e[change for a 

monetar\ pa\ment established Xnder this sXbsection. 

(2) The Secretar\ shall adopt rXles to implement the compensation program, inclXding the folloZing: 

a. That the compensation program be implemented betZeen [the effectiYe date of this Act] and JXne 30, 2022, at locations in 

regions throXghoXt the State. The Department shall coordinate Zith local laZ-enforcement agencies in implementing the program. 

b. That the compensation program alloZs a resident to relinqXish a large-capacit\ maga]ine to the Department, or a local laZ-

enforcement agenc\ participating in the program, in e[change for a compensation in the amoXnt of $10 for each large-capacit\ 

maga]ine. 

c. That establishes the method for proYiding the monetar\ pa\ment and reimbXrsing a participating laZ-enforcement agenc\ 

for pa\ments made to residents Xnder the compensation program. 

d. That the compensation program is sXbject to the aYailabilit\ of fXnds appropriated for this specific pXrpose b\ the General 

Assembl\. This sXbsection does not create a right or entitlement in a resident to receiYe a monetar\ pa\ment Xnder the compensation 

program. 

(3) The Secretar\ shall sXbmit a report to the General Assembl\ b\ December 30, 2022, proYiding the resXlts of the compensation 

program, inclXding the nXmber of large-capacit\ maga]ines relinqXished to laZ-enforcement agencies, b\ coXnt\, and the total amoXnt 

e[pended Xnder the program.

�� 1463-1469. [RESERVED]. 

Section 2. The sXm of $15,000 is appropriated from the General FXnd in Fiscal Year 2022 for the pXrpose of proYiding 

compensation for the pXrchase of large-capacit\ maga]ines b\ the Department of Safet\ and Homeland SecXrit\ Xnder Section 1 of this 

Act. 

Section 3. If an\ proYision of this Act or the application of this Act to an\ person or circXmstance is held inYalid, the 

proYisions of this Act are seYerable if the inYalidit\ does not affect the other proYisions or applications of the Act Zhich can be giYen 

effect ZithoXt the inYalid proYision or application. 

Section 4. This Act is to be knoZn as the ³DelaZare Large Capacit\ Maga]ine Prohibition Act of 2021.´ 

Section 5. This Act takes effect 60 da\s after its enactment into laZ. 

Section 6. Section � 1462(e) of Title 11, as contained in Section 1 of this Act, e[pires on JanXar\ 1, 2023.

 

SYNOPSIS
This Act creates the DelaZare Large Capacit\ Maga]ine Prohibition Act of 2021. The Act inclXdes clear definitions for the 

term ³large-capacit\ maga]ine,´ as an ammXnition feeding deYice Zith a capacit\ to accept more than 17 roXnds of ammXnition. After 
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enactment, possession of large-capacit\ maga]ine Zill be a class B misdemeanor for a first offense and a class E felon\ for an\ 
sXbseqXent offense.  

Those Zho possess a prohibited large-capacit\ maga]ine Zhen this Act takes effect mXst, b\ JXne 30, 2022, relinqXish the 
large-capacit\ maga]ine to a laZ-enforcement agenc\ in this State. This Act establishes a bX\back program for large-capacit\ 
maga]ines, to be oYerseen b\ the Department of Safet\ and Homeland SecXrit\. 

AXthor: Senator Sokola


