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Senate File 159 - Reprinted

SENATE FILE 159
BY COMMITTEEON EDUCATION

(SUCCESSORTO SSB 1065)

(As Amended and Passed by the Senate January 29, 2021)

A BILL FOR

An Act relating to educationalofferingsand funding by1
establishinga student first scholarshipprogram for certain2
pupils attendingnonpublicschools, establishinga student3
first scholarshipfund, providingan income tax exemption,4
modifyingand establishingcharter school programs,5
modifyingprovisionsgoverningthe state’s open enrollment6
law includingvoluntarydiversityplans, modifyingthe7
tuition and textbooktax credit, providingfor the educator8
expense deduction,modifyingprovisionsrelated to education9
data collectionand permissibleeducationprogramsand10
funding,making appropriations,providingpenalties,and11
includingeffectivedate, applicability,and retroactive12
applicabilityprovisions.13

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:14
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DIVISION I1
STUDENT FIRST SCHOLARSHIPPROGRAM2

Section 1. Section 256.9, Code 2021, is amended by adding3
the followingnew subsection:4

NEW SUBSECTION. 63. Adopt rules relatingto the5
administrationof and applicationsfor the student first6
scholarshipprogram pursuantto section 257.11B,includingbut7
not limited to applicationprocessingtimelinesand information8
required to be submittedby a parent or guardian.9

Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 257.11B Studentfirstscholarship10
program.11

1. a. For the school budget year beginningJuly 1, 2022,12
and each succeedingschool budget year, the followingresident13
pupils who are attendinga nonpublicschool, as defined in14
section 285.16, shall be eligible to receive a student first15
scholarshipin the manner provided in this section:16

(1) A pupil eligibleto enroll in kindergartenwho, if17
enrolled in the pupil’s districtof residence,would attend18
a public school identifiedfor comprehensivesupport and19
improvementunder the federal Every Student Succeeds Act, Pub.20
L. No. 114-95, or an equivalentobjectivefederal standard.21

(2) A pupil eligibleto enroll in grade one through grade22
twelve if the pupil has attendeda public school identifiedfor23
comprehensivesupport and improvementunder the federal Every24
Student SucceedsAct, Pub. L. No. 114-95, or an equivalent25
objectivefederal standard,for the equivalentof the two26
immediatelyprecedingsemestersfor which the student first27
scholarshipis requestedand if the pupil is not otherwise28
ineligibleunder this section.29

(3) A pupil who received a student first scholarshipfor30
the immediatelyprecedingschool budget year, who is eligible31
to enroll in grade one through grade twelve, and who is not32
otherwiseineligibleunder this section.33

b. Student first scholarshipsshall be made availableto34
parents and guardiansin the manner authorizedunder subsection35

-1-
SF 159 (2) 89
md/jh/mb 1/51



1/29/2021 https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/LGR/89/attachments/SF159.html

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/LGR/89/attachments/SF159.html 3/52

S.F. 159

4, paragraph“c”, for the payment of qualifiededucational1
expenses as provided in this section.2

c. For purposesof this subsection,“resident”means the3
same as defined in section 282.1, subsection2.4

2. a. (1) By January 1 precedingthe school year for5
which the student first scholarshipis requested,the parent or6
guardian of the pupil requestinga student first scholarship7
shall submit an applicationto the departmentof education,on8
applicationforms developedby the departmentof education,9
indicatingthat the parent or guardianintends to enroll the10
pupil in a nonpublicschool for the entirety of the school11
year.12

(2) In addition to such informationdeemed appropriateby13
the departmentof education,the applicationshall require14
certificationfrom the nonpublicschool of the pupil’s15
enrollmentfor the followingschool year.16

b. By February 1 precedingthe school year for which the17
student first scholarshipis requested,the departmentof18
educationshall determinethe number of pupils in each school19
district approvedto receive a scholarshipfor the following20
school year and shall notify the parent or guardianof each21
pupil approved for the followingschool year to receive a22
scholarshipand the amount of the scholarshipfor the pupil.23

c. Student first scholarshipsshall only be approved for24
one school year and applicationsmust be submittedannuallyfor25
student first scholarshipsin subsequentschool years.26

3. The departmentof educationshall assign each pupil a27
student first scholarshipin an amount equal to the sum of all28
the followingfor the same school budget year:29

a. The product of the pupil’s weightedenrollmentthat30
would otherwisebe assigned to the pupil under this chapter if31
the pupil was enrolled in the pupil’s districtof residence32
multipliedby the differencebetween eighty-sevenand33
five-tenthspercent of the regular program state cost per pupil34
and the statewideaverage foundationproperty tax per pupil.35
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b. The total teacher salary supplementdistrictcost per1
pupil for the pupil’s districtof residence.2

c. The total professionaldevelopmentsupplementdistrict3
cost per pupil for the pupil’s districtof residence.4

d. The total early interventionsupplementdistrict cost per5
pupil for the pupil’s districtof residence.6

e. The total area educationagency teacher salary supplement7
district cost per pupil for the pupil’s district of residence.8

f. The total area educationagency professionaldevelopment9
supplementdistrict cost per pupil for the pupil’s districtof10
residence.11

g. The total teacher leadershipsupplementdistrict cost per12
pupil for the pupil’s districtof residence.13

4. A student first scholarshipfund is created in the14
state treasury under the control of the departmentof15
educationconsistingof moneys appropriatedto the department16
of educationfor the purpose of providingstudent first17
scholarshipsunder this section. For the fiscal year18
commencingJuly 1, 2022, and each succeedingfiscal year, there19
is appropriatedfrom the general fund of the state to the20
departmentof educationto be creditedto the fund the amount21
necessaryto pay all student first scholarshipsapprovedfor22
that fiscal year. The directorof the departmentof education23
has all powers necessaryto carry out and effectuatethe24
purposes,objectives,and provisionsof this section pertaining25
to the fund, includingthe power to do all of the following:26

a. Make and enter into contractsnecessaryfor the27
administrationof the fund.28

b. Procure insuranceagainst any loss in connectionwith the29
assets of the fund or require a surety bond.30

c. Contract with a private financialmanagementfirm to31
manage the fund, in collaborationwith the treasurerof state,32
includingprovidingfor the disbursementof student first33
scholarshipsin the form of an electronicdebit card or checks34
that are payable directlyfrom the pupil’s account within the35
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fund.1
d. Conduct audits or other reviews necessaryto properly2

administerthe program.3
e. Adopt rules for the administrationof the fund and4

accounts within the fund.5
5. a. For each pupil approvedfor a student first6

scholarship,the departmentof educationshall establishan7
account for that pupil in the student first scholarshipfund.8
The amount of the pupil’s student first scholarshipshall be9
depositedinto the pupil’s account on July 1, and such amount10
shall be immediatelyavailablefor the payment of qualified11
educationalexpenses incurredby the parent or guardian for12
the pupil during that fiscal year using the payment method13
authorizedunder subsection4, paragraph“c”.14

b. A nonpublicschool that accepts payment from a parent15
or guardianusing funds from a pupil’s account in the student16
first scholarshipfund shall not refund, rebate, or share any17
portion of such payment with the parent, guardian,or pupil.18

c. Moneys remainingin a pupil’s account upon conclusion19
of the fiscal year shall remain in the pupil’s account in the20
student first scholarshipfund for the payment of qualified21
educationalexpenses in future fiscal years during which the22
pupil participatesin the program until the pupil becomes23
ineligibleunder the program or until the remainingamounts are24
transferredto the state general fund under subsection8.25

6. a. For purposesof this section, “qualifiededucational26
expenses”includestuition and fees at a nonpublicschool,27
textbooks,fees or payments for educationaltherapies,28
includingtutoringor cognitiveskills training,curriculum29
fees, software,and materialsfor a course of study for a30
specific subject matter or grade level, tuition or fees for31
nonpubliconline educationprograms,tuition for vocationaland32
life skills educationapprovedby the departmentof education,33
educationmaterialsand services for pupils with disabilities,34
includingthe cost of paraprofessionalsand assistantswho are35
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trained in accordancewith state law, standardizedtest fees,1
advanced placementexaminationsor examinationsrelated to2
postsecondaryeducationadmissionor credentialing,qualified3
educationexpenses,as defined in section 12D.1, excluding4
room and board expenses,and other expensesincurredby the5
parent or guardianthat are directly related to the education6
of the pupil at a nonpublicschool, includinga nonpublic7
school accreditedby an independentaccreditingagency approved8
by the departmentof education. The cost of one computer or9
other portable computingdevice shall be allowed as a qualified10
educationalexpense for a pupil if the computeror portable11
computingdevice is used primarilyfor the educationof the12
pupil and if such a purchasehas not been made using funds from13
that pupil’s account in any of the three immediatelypreceding14
fiscal years.15

b. “Qualifiededucationalexpenses”does not include16
transportationcosts for the pupil, the cost of food or17
refreshmentsconsumedby the pupil, the cost of clothing for18
the pupil, or the cost of disposablematerials,including19
but not limited to paper, notebooks,pencils,pens, and art20
supplies.21

7. a. A person who makes a false claim for the purpose22
of obtaininga student first scholarshipprovidedfor in this23
section or who knowinglyreceives the scholarshipor makes a24
payment from an account within the student first scholarship25
fund without being legally entitled to do so is guilty of a26
fraudulentpractice under chapter 714. The false claim for a27
student first scholarshipor a payment from an account shall28
be disallowed. The departmentof educationshall also close29
the pupil’s account in the student first scholarshipfund and30
transfer any remainingmoneys in the account for deposit in the31
general fund of the state. If the improperlyobtainedamounts32
from the scholarshiphave been disbursedfrom the applicable33
account in the student first scholarshipfund, the department34
of educationshall recover such amounts from the parent or35
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guardian,includingby initiatinglegal proceedingsto recover1
such amounts,if necessary. A parent or guardian who commits2
a fraudulentpractice under this section is prohibitedfrom3
participatingin the student first scholarshipprogram in the4
future.5

b. If, prior to the end of the requiredattendance6
period of the school year, a pupil who receivesa student7
first scholarshipwithdrawsfrom enrollmentin the nonpublic8
school or is expelled,the nonpublicschool shall notify the9
departmentof educationin writing of the pupil’s withdrawal10
or expulsion,and the pupil’s parent or guardian shall notify11
the departmentof educationof the pupil’s withdrawalor12
expulsionfrom the nonpublicschool. A pupil’s expulsion13
from the nonpublicschool prior to the end of the required14
attendanceperiod for the school year shall invalidatethe15
pupil’s eligibilityfor the student first scholarshipfor the16
school budget year. A pupil’s withdrawalfrom a nonpublic17
school prior to the end of the requiredattendanceperiod of18
the school year shall invalidatethe pupil’s eligibilityfor19
the student first scholarshipfor the school budget year unless20
the withdrawalis the result of a change in residenceof the21
pupil and the pupil, followingwritten notice by the parent22
or guardianand certificationby the new nonpublicschool to23
the departmentof education,enrolls in a differentnonpublic24
school in this state for the remainderof the school year.25

c. (1) Upon receipt of a notice of expulsionunder26
paragraph“b”, the departmentof educationshall close the27
pupil’s account in the student first scholarshipfund and28
transfer any remainingmoneys in the account for deposit in29
the general fund of the state. In addition,if amounts from30
the scholarshipfor the school budget year during which the31
pupil is expelledhave been disbursedfrom the expelled pupil’s32
account in the student first scholarshipfund, the department33
of educationshall recover such amounts from the parent or34
guardian,includingby initiatinglegal proceedingsto recover35
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such amounts,if necessary.1
(2) Upon receipt of a notice of withdrawalunder paragraph2

“b” and a determinationthat the pupil’s withdrawalwas3
not the result of a change in residence,the departmentof4
educationshall cease disbursementsof remainingmoneys in5
the pupil’s account in the student first scholarshipfund,6
close the pupil’s account,and transferany moneys remaining7
in the pupil’s account for deposit in the general fund of8
the state. In addition,if amounts from the scholarshipfor9
the school budget year during which the withdrawaloccurs10
have been disbursedfrom the pupil’s account in the student11
first scholarshipfund, the departmentof educationshall12
recover such amounts from the parent or guardian to the extent13
the amount disbursedexceeds the amount of the scholarship14
proportionateto the remainingportion of the school year15
followingthe withdrawal,includingby initiatinglegal16
proceedingsto recover such amounts,if necessary.17

(3) Upon receipt of a notice of withdrawalunder paragraph18
“b” and a determinationthat the withdrawalwas the result of19
a change in residencebut that the pupil did not enroll in20
a differentnonpublicschool in this state for the remainder21
of the school year, the departmentof educationshall cease22
disbursementsof remainingmoneys in the pupil’s account in23
the student first scholarshipfund, close the pupil’s account,24
and transferany moneys remainingin the pupil’s account for25
deposit in the general fund of the state.26

(4) If a pupil’s eligibilityis invalidatedunder the27
provisionsof paragraph“b”, the pupil shall be ineligiblefor a28
student first scholarshipfor the followingschool budget year29
under subsection1, paragraph“a”, subparagraphs(2) and (3).30

8. Moneys remainingin a pupil’s account when the pupil31
graduatesfrom high school or turns twenty-oneyears of age,32
whicheveroccurs first, shall be transferredby the department33
of educationfor deposit in the general fund of the state.34

9. a. A parent may appeal to the state board of education35
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any administrativedecision the departmentof education1
makes pursuant to this section,includingbut not limited2
to determinationsof eligibility,allowableexpenses,and3
removal from the program. The departmentshall notify the4
parent or guardianin writing of the appeal process at the same5
time the departmentnotifies the parent or guardianof the6
administrativedecision. The state board of educationshall7
establishthe appeals process consistentwith chapter 17A and8
shall post such appeal process informationon the state board9
of education’sinternetsite.10

b. The state board of educationshall refer cases of11
substantialmisuse of student first scholarshipfunds to the12
attorney general for the purpose of collectionor for the13
purpose of a criminal investigationif the state board of14
educationobtains evidence of fraudulentuse of an account.15

10. This section shall not be construedto authorizethe16
state or any politicalsubdivisionof the state to exercise17
authorityover any nonpublicschool or construedto require18
a nonpublicschool to modify its academic standardsfor19
admissionor educationalprogram in order to receive payment20
from a parent or guardianusing funds from a pupil’s account21
in the student first scholarshipfund. A nonpublicschool22
that accepts payment from a parent or guardianusing funds23
from a pupil’s account in the student first scholarshipfund24
is not an agent of this state or of a politicalsubdivision25
of this state. Rules adopted by the departmentof education26
to implementthis section that impose an undue burden on a27
nonpublicschool are invalid.28

Sec. 3. Section 422.7, Code 2021, is amended by adding the29
followingnew subsection:30

NEW SUBSECTION. 51. Subtract,to the extent included,the31
amount of a student first scholarshipunder section 257.11B32
received by the taxpayerfor payment of qualifiededucational33
expenses.34

Sec. 4. APPLICABILITY. The followingapplies to school35
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budget years and fiscal years beginningon or after July 1,1
2022:2

The section of this division of this Act enacting section3
257.11B.4

Sec. 5. APPLICABILITY. The followingapplies to tax years5
beginningon or after January 1, 2022:6

The section of this division of this Act enacting section7
422.7, subsection51.8

DIVISIONII9
CHARTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS10

Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 256E.1 Establishmentof charter11
schools—— purpose.12

1. Charter schools shall be part of the state’s program of13
public education.14

2. A charter school may be establishedby either of the15
followingmethods:16

a. A school board may create a foundinggroup to apply17
to the state board for approvalto establishand operate a18
charter school within and as a part of the school district by19
establishinga new attendancecenter, creating a new school20
within an existingattendancecenter, or by convertingan21
existing attendancecenter to charter status.22

b. A founding group may apply to the state board for23
approval to establishand operate a charter school within the24
boundariesof the state that operatesas a new attendance25
center independentlyfrom a public school district.26

3. The purpose of a charter school establishedpursuant to27
this chapter shall be to accomplishthe following:28

a. Improve student learning,well-being,and postsecondary29
success.30

b. Increase learningopportunitiesfor studentsin areas31
of need in this state, includingbut not limited to science,32
technology,engineering,and math (STEM), and science,33
technology,engineering,arts, and math (STEAM).34

c. Increase opportunitiesfor work-basedlearning,early35
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literacy intervention,and serving at-risk populations.1
d. Acceleratingstudent learningto prevent learningloss2

during the COVID-19pandemic and other significantdisruptions3
to student learning.4

e. Encouragethe use of evidence-basedpracticesin5
innovativeenvironments.6

f. Require the measurementand evaluationof program7
implementationand learning outcomes.8

g. Establishmodels of success for Iowa schools.9
h. Create new professionalopportunitiesfor teachersand10

other educators.11
i. Investigateand establishdifferentorganizational12

structuresfor schools to use to implementa multi-tiered13
system of supportsfor students.14

j. Allow greater flexibilityto meet the educationneeds of15
a diverse student populationand changing workforceneeds.16

k. Allow for the flexible allocationof resourcesthrough17
implementationof specializedschool budgets for the benefit18
of the schools served.19

l. Allow greater flexibilityfor districtsand schools to20
focus on closing gaps in student opportunityand achievement21
for all students from preschoolthrough postsecondary22
preparation.23

4. The state board of educationshall be the only authorizer24
of charter schools under this chapter.25

Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 256E.2 Definitions.26
As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise27

requires:28
1. “Attendancecenter”means a school buildingthat contains29

classroomsused for instructionalpurposesfor elementary,30
middle, or secondaryschool students.31

2. “Charterschool”means a school establishedin accordance32
with this chapter.33

3. “Department”means the departmentof education.34
4. “Educationserviceprovider”means an education35
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managementorganization,charter school management1
organization,or other person with whom a charter school2
contractsfor educationalprogram implementationor3
comprehensivemanagement.4

5. “Foundinggroup”means a person, group of persons,5
or educationservice providerthat developsand submits an6
applicationfor a charter school to the state board under this7
chapter.8

6. “Governingboard”means the independentboard of a9
charter school whose members are elected or selectedpursuant10
to the charter school contract.11

7. “Schoolboard”means a board of directorsregularly12
elected by the registeredvoters of an accreditedpublic school13
district.14

8. “Stateboard”means the state board of education.15
Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 256E.3 Department—— duty to monitor.16
The departmentshall monitor the effectivenessof charter17

schools and shall implementthe applicableprovisionsof this18
chapter.19

Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 256E.4 Schoolboard-stateboard model.20
1. A school board may create a founding group to apply21

to the state board for approvalto establishand operate a22
charter school within and as a part of the school district by23
establishinga new attendancecenter, creating a new school24
within an existingattendancecenter, or by convertingan25
existing attendancecenter. The applicationshall demonstrate26
the foundinggroup’s academicand operationalvision and plans27
for the proposed charter school, demonstratethe founding28
group’s capacityto execute the vision and plans, and provide29
the state board a clear basis for assessingthe founding30
group’s plans and capacity.31

2. The state board shall adopt rules to establish32
appropriateapplicationtimelinesand deadlinesfor the33
submissionof charter school applicationsunder this section.34

3. The instructionsfor completingan applicationshall35
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include or otherwiseinform applicantsof all of the following:1
a. The performanceframeworkadopted by the state board2

for charter school oversightand evaluationrequirementsin3
accordancewith sections256E.9 and 256E.10.4

b. The criteriathe state board will use in evaluating5
applications.6

c. The requirementsconcerningthe format and content7
essentialfor applicantsto demonstratethe capacities8
necessaryto establishand operate a successfulcharter school.9

4. An applicationsubmittedunder this section shall also10
include all of the followingitems related to the proposed11
charter school:12

a. An executivesummary.13
b. The mission and vision of the proposed charter school,14

includingidentificationof the targeted student populationand15
the communitythe charter school intends to serve.16

c. The locationof the proposedcharter school or the17
proposed geographicarea within the school districtwhere the18
school is proposedto be located.19

d. Identificationof the grades to be served each school20
year during the durationof the charter school contract.21

e. Minimum, planned,and maximum enrollmentper grade for22
each school year during the duration of the charter school23
contract.24

f. Evidence of need and communitysupport for the proposed25
charter school.26

g. Backgroundinformationon the members of the founding27
group and backgroundinformationon the governingboard,28
administration,and managementpersonnelof the proposed29
charter school, if available.30

h. The charter school’sproposed operationscalendarand31
sample daily schedule.32

i. A descriptionof the academic program and identification33
of ways the program aligns with state academicstandards.34

j. A descriptionof the charter school’s instructional35
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model, includingthe type of learningenvironment,class size1
and structure,curriculumoverview,and teachingmethods.2

k. The charter school’splan for using internal and external3
assessmentsto measure and report student progresson the4
performanceframeworkin accordancewith section 256E.9.5

l. Plans for identifyingand serving students with6
disabilities,studentswho are limited English proficient,7
students who are academicallyfailing or below grade level, and8
gifted students,includingbut not limited to compliancewith9
applicablelaws and regulations.10

m. A descriptionof cocurricularand extracurricular11
programs and how the programs will be funded and delivered.12

n. Plans and timelinesfor student recruitment,enrollment,13
and transfers,includingenrollmentpreferencesand procedures14
for conductingtransparentadmissionsselections,including15
admissionslotteries.16

o. The proposedcode of student conduct, including17
applicableproceduresand disciplinarysanctionsfor both18
general studentsand special educationstudents.19

p. A chart or descriptionof the charter school’s20
organizationalstructureand the duties and powers of each21
position or group, includingthe delineationof authorityand22
reportingbetween the governingboard, administration,staff,23
and any related bodies or external organizationsthat have a24
role in managing the charter school.25

q. A staffing chart for the charter school’sfirst year26
and a staffingplan for the duration of the charter school27
contract.28

r. Plans for recruitingand developingschool29
administrators,staff, and governingboard members and the30
charter school’semploymentpolicies,includingperformance31
evaluationplans.32

s. Proposed governingbylaws for the charter school.33
t. Identificationand explanationof any partnershipsor34

contractualrelationshipswith the foundinggroup or any of the35
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founding group or school board’s members that are related to1
the charter school’s operationsor mission.2

u. The charter school’splans for providingtransportation3
services,food service,and all other operationalor ancillary4
services.5

v. Proposed opportunitiesand expectationsfor parent6
involvement.7

w. A detailed school start-upplan and five-yearplan,8
includingall relevantassumptionsused, identifyingtimelines9
for charter school finances,budget, and insurancecoverage,10
facility construction,preparation,and contingencies,and the11
identificationof persons or positionsresponsiblefor each12
such item.13

x. Evidence of anticipatedfundraisingcontributions,if14
any.15

y. Evidence of the founding group’s success in serving16
student populationssimilar to that which is proposed in the17
applicationand if the foundinggroup operatesother charter18
schools, evidenceof past performanceof such other charter19
schools and evidence of the founding group’s capacity for an20
additionalcharter school.21

z. A descriptionof the proposed charter school’sstaff22
performanceevaluationmeasures and compensationstructure,23
methods of contractoversightand dispute resolution,24
investmentdisclosures,and conflictsof interest.25

aa. A proposed durationand outline of the charter school26
contract,includingdesignationof roles, authority,and duties27
of the governingboard and the charter school staff.28

5. If the founding group proposesto establisha charter29
school by convertingan existingattendancecenter of the30
school district,the state board shall not approve the31
applicationunless the foundinggroup submits evidencethat32
the attendancecenter’steachers and parents or guardiansof33
students enrolledat the existing attendancecenter voted in34
favor of the conversion. A vote in favor of conversionunder35
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this subsectionrequiresthe support of a majorityof the1
teachers employedat the school on the date of the vote and2
a majorityof the parents or guardiansvoting whose children3
are enrolledat the school, provided that a majorityof the4
parents or guardianseligibleto vote participatein the ballot5
process. The state board shall establishproceduresby rule6
for voting under this subsection. A parent or guardian voting7
in accordancewith this subsectionmust be a residentof this8
state.9

6. In reviewingand evaluatingcharter school applications,10
the state board shall employ procedures,practices,and11
criteria consistentwith nationallyrecognizedprinciplesand12
standardsfor reviewingcharter school applications. Each13
applicationreview shall include thoroughevaluationof the14
written application,an in-personinterviewwith the founding15
group, and an opportunityin a public forum for local residents16
to learn about and provide input on each application.17

7. Followingreview of a charter school applicationand18
completionof the process required under subsection6, the19
state board shall do all of the following:20

a. Approve a charter school applicationonly if the founding21
group has demonstratedcompetencein each element of the22
approval criteriaand if the foundinggroup is likely to open23
and operate a successfulcharter school.24

b. Make applicationdecisionson documentedevidence25
collectedthrough the applicationreview process.26

c. Adhere to the policies and criteriathat are transparent,27
based on merit, and avoid conflictsof interestor any28
appearancethereof.29

8. The state board shall approve a charter school30
applicationif the applicationsatisfiesthe requirementsof31
this chapter. The state board shall approve or deny a charter32
school applicationno later than seventy-fivecalendardays33
after the applicationis received. If the state board denies34
an application,the state board shall provide notice of denial35
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to the founding group in writing within thirty days after the1
state board’s action. The notice shall specify the exact2
reasons for denial and provide documentationsupportingthose3
reasons. An approval decisionmay include,if appropriate,4
reasonableconditionsthat the founding group must meet before5
a charter school contractmay be executed pursuantto section6
256E.6. An approvedcharter applicationshall not serve as a7
charter school contract.8

9. A decisionof the state board relatingto an application9
under this section is not appealable.10

10. An unsuccessfulapplicantunder this section may11
subsequentlyreapply to the state board.12

Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 256E.5 Foundinggroup-stateboard13
model.14

1. A foundinggroup may apply to the state board for15
approval to establishand operate a charter school within the16
boundariesof the state that operatesas a new attendance17
center independentlyfrom a public school district. The18
applicationshall demonstratethe foundinggroup’s academic19
and operationalvision and plans for the proposed charter20
school, demonstratethe founding group’s capacityto execute21
the vision and plans, and provide the state board a clear basis22
for assessingthe foundinggroup’s plans and capacity.23

2. The state board shall adopt rules to establish24
appropriateapplicationtimelinesand deadlinesfor the25
submissionof charter school applicationsunder this section.26

3. The instructionsfor completingan applicationshall27
include or otherwiseinform applicantsof all of the following:28

a. The performanceframeworkadopted by the state board29
for charter school oversightand evaluationrequirementsin30
accordancewith sections256E.9 and 256E.10.31

b. The criteriathe state board will use in evaluating32
applications.33

c. The requirementsconcerningthe format and content34
essentialfor applicantsto demonstratethe capacities35
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necessaryto establishand operate a successfulcharter school.1
4. The applicationssubmittedunder this section shall also2

include all of the followingitems related to the proposed3
charter school:4

a. An executivesummary.5
b. The mission and vision of the proposed charter school,6

includingidentificationof the targeted student populationand7
the communitythe school intends to serve.8

c. The locationof the proposedcharter school or the9
proposed geographicarea within the state where the school is10
proposed to be located.11

d. Identificationof the grades to be served each school12
year during the durationof the charter school contract.13

e. Minimum, planned,and maximum enrollmentper grade for14
each school year during the duration of the charter school15
contract.16

f. Evidence of need and communitysupport for the proposed17
charter school.18

g. Backgroundinformationon the members of the founding19
group and backgroundinformationon the governingboard,20
administration,and managementpersonnelof the proposed21
charter school, if available.22

h. The charter school’sproposed operationscalendarand23
sample daily schedule.24

i. A descriptionof the academic program and identification25
of ways the program aligns with state academicstandards.26

j. A descriptionof the charter school’s instructional27
model, includingthe type of learningenvironment,class size28
and structure,curriculumoverview,and teachingmethods.29

k. The charter school’splan for using internal and external30
assessmentsto measure and report student progresson the31
performanceframeworkin accordancewith section 256E.9.32

l. Plans for identifyingand serving students with33
disabilities,studentswho are limited English proficient,34
students who are academicallyfailing or below grade level, and35
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gifted students,includingbut not limited to compliancewith1
applicablelaws and regulations.2

m. A descriptionof cocurricularand extracurricular3
programs and how the programs will be funded and delivered.4

n. Plans and timelinesfor student recruitment,enrollment,5
and transfers,includingenrollmentpreferencesand procedures6
for conductingtransparentadmissionsselections,including7
admissionslotteries.8

o. The proposedcode of student conduct, including9
applicableproceduresand disciplinarysanctionsfor both10
general studentsand special educationstudents.11

p. A chart or descriptionof the charter school’s12
organizationalstructureand the duties and powers of each13
position or group, includingthe delineationof authorityand14
reportingbetween the governingboard, staff, and any related15
bodies or externalorganizationsthat have a role in managing16
the charter school.17

q. A staffing chart for the charter school’sfirst year18
and a staffingplan for the duration of the charter school19
contract.20

r. Plans for recruitingand developingschool21
administrators,staff, and governingboard members and the22
charter school’semploymentpolicies,includingperformance23
evaluationplans.24

s. Proposed governingbylaws for the charter school.25
t. Identificationand explanationof any partnershipsor26

contractualrelationshipswith an educationservice provider27
that are related to the charter school’soperationsor mission.28

u. The charter school’splans for providingtransportation29
services,food service,and all other operationalor ancillary30
services.31

v. Proposed opportunitiesand expectationsfor parent32
involvement.33

w. A detailed school start-upplan and five-yearplan,34
includingall relevantassumptionsused, identifyingtimelines35
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for charter school finances,budget, and insurancecoverage,1
facility construction,preparation,and contingencies,and the2
identificationof persons or positionsresponsiblefor each3
such item.4

x. Evidence of anticipatedfundraisingcontributions,if5
any.6

y. If the applicationincludesa proposalthat the governing7
board contractswith an educationservice provider,evidence8
of the educationservice provider’ssuccess in serving9
student populationssimilar to that which is proposed in the10
applicationand if the educationservice provideroperates11
other charter schools, evidenceof past performanceof such12
other charter schools and evidence of the educationservice13
provider’scapacity for growth.14

z. If the applicationincludesa proposalthat the15
governingboard contractswith an educationservice provider,16
a descriptionof the educationservice provider’sstaff17
performanceevaluationmeasures and compensationstructure,18
methods of contractoversightand dispute resolution,19
investmentdisclosuresand conflictsof interest.20

aa. A proposed durationand outline of the charter school21
contract,includingdesignationof roles, authority,and duties22
of the governingboard and the charter school staff.23

5. In reviewingand evaluatingcharter school applications,24
the state board shall employ procedures,practices,and25
criteria consistentwith nationallyrecognizedprinciplesand26
standardsfor reviewingcharter school applications. Each27
applicationreview shall include thoroughevaluationof the28
written application,an in-personinterviewwith the applicant,29
and an opportunityin a public forum for local residentsof the30
public school district within which the applicantproposesto31
locate the charter school to learn about and provide input on32
each application.33

6. Followingreview of a charter school applicationand34
completionof the process required under subsection5, the35
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state board shall do all of the following:1
a. Approve a charter school applicationonly if the2

applicanthas demonstratedcompetencein each element of the3
state board’s publishedapproval criteriaand the applicantis4
likely to open and operate a successfulcharter school.5

b. Make applicationdecisionson documentedevidence6
collectedthrough the applicationreview process.7

c. Adhere to the policies and criteriathat are transparent,8
based on merit, and avoid conflictsof interestor any9
appearancethereof.10

7. A charter school applicationunder this section shall11
not be approved if the foundinggroup has another pending12
applicationunder this section.13

8. The state board shall approve a charter school14
applicationif the applicationsatisfiesthe requirements15
of this chapter. The state board shall approve or deny a16
charter school applicationno later than seventy-fivecalendar17
days after the applicationis received. If the state board18
denies an application,the state board shall provide notice of19
denial to the applicantin writing within thirty days after20
board action. The notice shall specify the exact reasons for21
denial and provide documentationsupportingthose reasons.22
An approvaldecision may include, if appropriate,reasonable23
conditionsthat the applicantmust meet before a charter24
school contract may be executedpursuant to section 256E.6.25
An approvedcharter applicationshall not serve as a charter26
school contract.27

9. An unsuccessfulcharter school applicantmay28
subsequentlyreapply to the state board.29

10. A decisionof the state board relatingto an application30
under this section is not appealable.31

Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 256E.6 Charterschoolcontract.32
1. Within the later of thirty days followingapprovalof33

a charter school applicationor upon the satisfactionof all34
reasonableconditionsimposed on the applicantin the charter35
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school approval,if any, an enforceableand renewablecharter1
school contract shall be executed between the founding group2
and the state board setting forth the academicand operational3
performanceexpectationsand measuresby which the charter4
school will be evaluatedpursuant to sections256E.9 and5
256E.10 and the other rights and duties of the parties.6

2. An initial charter school contractshall be granted for7
a term of ten school budget years. The charter school contract8
shall include the beginningand ending dates of the charter9
school contract term. An approved charter school may delay its10
opening for a period of time not to exceed one school year in11
order to plan and prepare for the charter school’s opening. If12
the charter school requires an opening delay of more than one13
school year, the charter school may request an extensionfrom14
the state board.15

3. Each charter school contractshall be signed by the16
presidentof the state board and the presidentor appropriate17
officer of the governingbody of the foundinggroup.18

4. Within fifteen days of the executionof a charter school19
contract entered into by the state board, the state board shall20
notify the departmentand the departmentof managementof the21
name of the charter school and any applicableeducationservice22
provider,the proposedlocationof the charter school, and the23
charter school’sfirst year projectedenrollment.24

5. A charter school approved under this chapter shall not25
commence operationswithout a valid charter school contract26
executed in accordancewith this section and approved in an27
open session of the state board.28

6. The contract may provide for requirementsor conditions29
to govern and monitor the start-up progressof an approved30
charter school prior to the opening of the charter school31
includingbut not limited to conditionsto ensure that the32
charter school meets all building,health, safety, insurance,33
and other legal requirements.34

7. A charter school contract may be amended to govern35
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multiple charter schools operated by the same applicantand1
approved by the state board. However,each charter school2
that is part of a charter school contractshall be separate3
and distinctfrom any other charter school governedby the4
contract.5

Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 256E.7 Generaloperatingpowersand6
duties.7

1. In order to fulfill the charter school’s public purpose,8
a charter school establishedunder this chapter shall be9
organizedas a nonprofiteducationorganizationand shall10
have all the powers necessaryfor carrying out the terms of11
the charter school contract includingbut not limited to the12
following,as applicable:13

a. Receive and expend funds for charter school purposes.14
b. Secure appropriateinsuranceand enter into contractsand15

leases.16
c. Contract with an educationservice providerfor the17

managementand operationof the charter school so long as the18
governingboard retains oversightauthorityover the charter19
school.20

d. Incur debt in anticipationof the receipt of public or21
private funds.22

e. Pledge, assign, or encumberthe charter school’s assets23
to be used as collateralfor loans or extensionsof credit.24

f. Solicit and accept gifts or grants for charter school25
purposes unless otherwiseprohibitedby law or by the terms of26
its charter school contract.27

g. Acquire from public or private sources real propertyfor28
use as a charter school or a facility directlyrelated to the29
operationsof the charter school.30

h. Sue and be sued in the charter school’s own name.31
i. Operate an educationprogram that may be offered by any32

noncharterpublic school or school district.33
2. A charter school establishedunder this chapter is34

exempt from all state statutesand rules and any local rule,35
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regulation,or policy, applicableto a noncharterschool,1
except that the charter school shall do all of the following:2

a. Meet all applicablefederal, state, and local health and3
safety requirementsand laws prohibitingdiscriminationon the4
basis of race, creed, color, sex, sexual orientation,gender5
identity,nationalorigin, religion,ancestry,or disability.6
If approvedunder section 256E.4, the charter school shall be7
subject to any court-ordereddesegregationin effect for the8
school district at the time the charter school applicationis9
approved,unless otherwisespecificallyprovidedfor in the10
desegregationorder.11

b. Operate as a nonsectarian,nonreligiousschool.12
c. Be free of tuition and applicationfees to Iowa resident13

students between the ages of five and twenty-oneyears.14
d. Be subject to and comply with chapters 216 and 216A15

relating to civil and human rights.16
e. Provide special educationservices in accordancewith17

chapter 256B.18
f. Be subject to the same financialaudits, audit19

procedures,and audit requirementsas a school district. The20
audit shall be consistentwith the requirementsof sections21
11.6, 11.14, 11.19, and 279.29, and section 256.9, subsection22
20, except to the extent deviationsare necessarybecause23
of the program at the school. The department,the auditor24
of state, or the legislativeservicesagency may conduct25
financial,program, or complianceaudits.26

g. Be subject to and comply with the provisionsof chapter27
285 relatingto the transportationof students.28

h. Be subject to and comply with the requirementsof section29
256.7, subsection21, and the educationalstandardsof section30
256.11, unless specificallywaived by the state board during31
the applicationprocess.32

i. Provide instructionfor at least the number of days33
or hours requiredby section 279.10, subsection1, unless34
specificallywaived by the state board as part of the35
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applicationprocess.1
j. Comply with the requirementsof this chapter.2
3. A charter school shall employ or contract with teachers3

as defined in section 272.1, who hold valid licenseswith an4
endorsementfor the type of instructionor service for which5
the teachersare employedor under contract.6

4. A charter school shall not discriminatein its student7
admissionspolicies or practiceson the basis of intellectual8
or athleticability, measuresof achievementor aptitude,or9
status as a person with a disability. However,a charter10
school may limit admissionto studentswho are within a11
particularrange of ages or grade levels or on any other12
basis that would be legal if initiatedby a school district.13
Enrollmentpriority shall be given to the siblingsof students14
enrolled in a charter school.15

5. A charter school shall enroll an eligible student who16
submits a timely applicationunless the number of applications17
exceeds the capacity of a program, class, grade level, or18
building. In this case, studentsmust be accepted by lot.19
Upon enrollmentof an eligiblestudent,the charter school20
shall notify the public school districtof residencenot later21
than March 1 of the precedingschool year.22

6. Each charter school governingboard shall be required to23
adopt a conflict of interest policy and a code of ethics for24
all board members and employees.25

7. Each charter school governingboard shall adopt a policy26
regardingthe hiring of family members to avoid nepotism in27
hiring and supervision. The policy shall include but is not28
limited to a disclosureto the governingboard of potential29
nepotism in hiring and supervision. Any person subject to the30
policy with a conflict shall not be involved in the hiring31
decision or supervisionof a potentialemployee.32

8. Individualscompensatedby an educationservice provider33
are prohibitedfrom serving as a voting member on the governing34
board of any charter school unless the state board waives such35
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prohibition.1
9. If the charter school is operated by an educationservice2

provider,the governingboard of the charter school shall have3
access to all records of the educationservice provider that4
are necessaryto evaluateany provisionof the contract or5
evaluate the educationservice provider’sperformanceunder the6
contract.7

Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 256E.8 Funding.8
1. Each student enrolledin a charter school established9

under this chapter shall be counted, for state school10
foundationpurposes,in the student’sdistrict of residence11
pursuant to section 257.6, subsection1, paragraph“a”,12
subparagraph(9). For purposesof this section, residence13
means a residenceunder section 282.1.14

2. The school district of residenceshall pay to the15
charter school in which the student is enrolledin the manner16
required under section 282.18, subsection7, and pursuantto17
the timelinein section 282.20, subsection3, an amount equal18
to the sum of the state cost per pupil for the previousschool19
year plus the teacher leadershipsupplementstate cost per20
pupil for the previous fiscal year as providedin section 257.921
plus any moneys receivedfor the pupil as a result of the22
non-Englishspeaking weightingunder section 280.4, subsection23
3, for the previousschool year multipliedby the state cost24
per pupil for the previousyear. If a student is an eligible25
pupil under section 261E.6, the charter school shall pay the26
tuition reimbursementamount to an eligiblepostsecondary27
institutionas providedin section 261E.7.28

3. If necessary,and pursuant to rules adopted by the state29
board, funding amounts requiredunder this section for the30
first school year of a new charter school shall be based on31
enrollmentestimatesfor the charter school included in the32
charter school contract. Initial amounts paid using estimated33
enrollmentsshall be reconciledduring the subsequentpayment34
based on actual enrollmentof the charter school during the35
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first school year.1
Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. 256E.9 Performanceframework.2
1. The performanceprovisionswithin the charter school3

contract shall be based on a performanceframeworkadopted4
by the state board that clearly sets forth the academic and5
operationalperformanceindicators,measures,and metrics that6
will guide the evaluationof the charter school by the state7
board, without compromisingindividualstudent privacy. The8
performanceframeworkshall include but is not limited to9
indicators,measures,and metrics for all of the following:10

a. Student academic proficiency.11
b. Student academic growth.12
c. Achievementgaps in both proficiencyand growth between13

specifiedpopulationsor groups of students,includinggroups14
based on gender, race, poverty,special educationstatus,15
limited English proficiency,and gifted status.16

d. Attendance.17
e. Enrollmentattrition.18
f. Postsecondaryreadinessfor studentsin grades nine19

through twelve.20
g. Goals specifiedin the charter school’smission.21
h. Financialperformanceand sustainability.22
i. Governingboard performanceand stewardship,including23

compliancewith all applicablelaws, regulations,and terms of24
the charter contract.25

2. Annual performancetargets shall be agreed upon between26
each charter school and the state board. Such performance27
targets shall be containedin the charter school contractand28
shall be designedto help each charter school meet applicable29
federal, state, and local standards. The performancetargets30
containedin the charter school contract may be amended by31
mutual agreementafter the charter school is operatingand has32
collectedinitial achievementdata for the charter school’s33
students.34

3. The state board is responsiblefor collecting,35
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analyzing,and reportingall data from state assessmentsand1
other state data sources in accordancewith the performance2
framework. However, all efforts shall be made by all3
parties to the charter school contractto eliminateor reduce4
duplicativedata reportingrequirements.5

4. Multiplecharter schools operatingunder a single6
charter school contractshall be required to report their7
performancedata as separate,individualschools,with each8
charter school held independentlyaccountablefor performance.9

5. Each charter school establishedunder this chapter10
shall be evaluatedand graded by the departmentpursuant to11
the attendancecenter performanceranking system developedand12
adopted by the department.13

Sec. 15. NEW SECTION. 256E.10 Oversight—— corrective14
action—— contractrenewal—— revocation.15

1. The state board shall monitor the performanceand16
complianceof each charter school the state board approves,17
includingcollectingand analyzingdata accordingto the18
charter school contractin order to meet the requirements19
of this chapter. Such oversightmay include inquiriesand20
investigationof the charter school so long as the activities21
are consistentwith the intent of this chapter,adhere to the22
terms of the charter school contract,and do not unduly inhibit23
the autonomygranted to the charter school. Any performance24
report resultingfrom an inquiry or investigationunder this25
section shall, upon conclusionof such action, be includedin26
the annual report requiredunder section 256E.12.27

2. As part of the charter school contract,the charter28
school may be required to submit an annual report to assist the29
state board in evaluatingthe charter school’sperformanceand30
compliancewith the performanceframework.31

3. If a charter school’s performanceunder the charter32
school contract or compliancewith applicablelaws or rules is33
unsatisfactory,the state board shall notify the charter school34
of the perceivedproblem and provide reasonableopportunityfor35
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the school to remedy the problem,unless the problem warrants1
revocation,in which case the revocationprovisionsof this2
section apply.3

4. The state board may take appropriatecorrectiveactions4
or impose sanctions,other than revocation,in response to5
deficienciesin the charter school’sperformanceor compliance6
with applicablelaws and rules. Such actions or sanctionsmay7
include requiringthe charter school to develop and execute a8
correctiveaction plan within a specifiedtime period.9

5. A charter school contract may be renewed for periods of10
time not to exceed an additionalten years.11

6. Annually,by June 30, the state board shall issue a12
charter school performancereport and charter school contract13
renewal applicationguidanceto each charter school whose14
charter school contractwill expire during the followingschool15
budget year. The performancereport shall summarizethe16
charter school’sperformancerecord to date based on the data17
required by the charter school contractand by this chapter18
and shall identifyconcerns that may jeopardizerenewal of the19
charter school contractif not remedied. The charter school20
shall have sixty days to respond to the performancereport and21
submit any correctionsor clarificationsfor the report.22

7. The renewal applicationguidance shall, at a minimum,23
include the criteria that will be used when assessingcharter24
school contract renewal decisionsand provide an opportunity25
for the charter school to:26

a. Present additionalevidence,beyond the data containedin27
the performancereport.28

b. Describe improvementsundertakenor planned for the29
charter school.30

c. Describe the charter school’s plans, includingany31
proposed modifications,for the next charter school contract32
term.33

8. No later than October 1, the governingboard of a charter34
school seeking renewal shall submit a renewal applicationto35

-28-
SF 159 (2) 89
md/jh/mb 28/51



1/29/2021 https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/LGR/89/attachments/SF159.html

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/LGR/89/attachments/SF159.html 30/52

S.F. 159

the state board pursuantto the renewal applicationguidance.1
A renewal or denial shall be approved by resolutionof the2
state board within sixty days followingthe filing of the3
renewal application.4

9. Unless eligiblefor expeditedrenewal under subsection5
13, when reviewinga charter school contractrenewal6
application,the state board shall do all of the following:7

a. Use evidenceof the school’sperformanceover the term of8
the charter school contract in accordancewith the applicable9
performanceframework.10

b. Ensure that data used in making renewal decisionsis11
availableto the charter school and the public.12

c. Provide a report summarizingthe evidence that served as13
a basis for the decision.14

10. A charter school contract may be revoked at any time15
or not renewed if the state board determinesthat the charter16
school did any of the following:17

a. Committeda materialviolationof any of the terms,18
conditions,standards,or proceduresrequired under the charter19
school contract or this chapter.20

b. Failed to meet or make sufficientprogress toward the21
performanceexpectationsset forth in the charter school22
contract.23

c. Failed to meet generallyacceptedstandardsof fiscal24
management.25

d. Violated a provisionof law from which the charter school26
was not exempted.27

11. The state board shall develop charter school contract28
revocationand nonrenewalstandardsand proceduresthat do all29
of the following:30

a. Provide the charter school with a timely notice of the31
possibilityof revocationor nonrenewaland of the reasons32
therefor.33

b. Allow the charter school a reasonableperiod of time in34
which to prepare a responseto any notice received.35
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c. Provide the charter school an opportunityto submit1
documentsand give testimonychallengingthe decision to revoke2
the charter school contract or the decisionto not renew the3
contract.4

d. Allow the charter school the opportunityto hire legal5
representationand to call witnesses.6

e. Permit the audio or video recordingof such proceedings7
describedin paragraphs“c” and “d”.8

f. Require a final decision to be conveyedin writing to the9
charter school.10

12. A decisionto revoke or to not renew a charter school11
contract shall be by resolutionof the state board and shall12
clearly state the reasons for the revocationor nonrenewal.13

13. If a charter school has been evaluatedand graded to14
be in the exceptionalcategory,or the highest rated category15
under a succeedingevaluationsystem, under the evaluationand16
grading requiredunder section 256E.9, subsection5, for the17
immediatelyprecedingtwo school years, and the charter school18
is in compliancewith the current charter school contract19
and all provisionsof this chapter, the charter school’s20
applicationrenewal under subsection8 shall be renewed for an21
additionalperiod of time equal to the length of the original22
charter school contractor the most recent renewal of the23
contract,whicheveris longer, unless the state board provides24
written notice to the charter school of the state board’s25
rejectionof the expeditedrenewal within sixty days of the26
filing of the application. The state board shall not reject27
an expeditedrenewal applicationunless the state board finds28
exceptionalcircumstancesfor the rejectionor seeks material29
changes to the charter school contract.30

Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. 256E.11 Proceduresfor charterschool31
closure—— studentenrollment.32

1. Prior to any charter school closure decision,the state33
board shall develop a charter school closure protocol to ensure34
timely notice to parents and guardians,provide for the orderly35
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transitionof students and student records to new schools,and1
to provide proper dispositionof school funds, property,and2
assets in accordancewith the requirementsof this chapter.3
The protocolshall specify required actions and timelinesand4
identify responsibleparties for each such action.5

2. In the event of a charter school closure, the assets of6
the charter school shall be used first to satisfy outstanding7
payroll obligationsfor employeesof the school, then to8
creditorsof the school, then to the public school districtin9
which the charter school operated,if applicable,and then to10
the state general fund. If the assets of the charter school11
are insufficientto pay all obligationsof the charter school,12
the prioritizationof the distributionof assets shall be13
consistentwith this subsectionand otherwisedeterminedby the14
district court.15

Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. 256E.12 Reports.16
1. Each charter school shall prepare and file an annual17

report with the department. The departmentshall prescribe18
by rule the requiredcontents of the report, but each such19
report shall include informationregardingstudent achievement,20
includingannual academicgrowth and proficiency,graduation21
rates, and financialperformanceand sustainability. The22
reports are public records and the examination,publication,23
and disseminationof the reports are governedby the provisions24
of chapter 22.25

2. The state board shall prepare and file with the general26
assembly by December 1, annually,a comprehensivereport with27
findings and recommendationsrelatingto the charter school28
program in the state and whether the charter school program29
under this chapter is meeting the goals and purposesof the30
program. The report also shall contain,for each charter31
school, a copy of the charter school’smission statement,32
attendancestatisticsand dropout rate, aggregateassessment33
test scores, projectionsof financialstability,and the number34
and qualificationsof teachersand administrators.35
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Sec. 18. Section 256F.3, Code 2021, is amended by adding the1
followingnew subsection:2

NEW SUBSECTION. 8A. The state board shall not approve a new3
charter school under this chapter on or after July 1, 2021.4

Sec. 19. NEW SECTION. 256F.12 Operationof existingcharter5
schools.6

Charter schools establishedunder this chapter prior to July7
1, 2021, shall continue to operate under and be subject to8
the requirementsof this chapter and shall not be subject to9
chapter 256E.10

Sec. 20. Section 257.6, subsection1, paragrapha, Code11
2021, is amended by adding the followingnew subparagraph:12

NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (9) Residentpupils enrolled in a charter13
school under chapter 256E or 256F.14

Sec. 21. Section 257.31, subsection5, paragraphd, Code15
2021, is amended to read as follows:16

d. The closing of a nonpublicschool, wholly or in part, or17
the opening or closing of a pilot charter school.18

Sec. 22. Section 282.9, subsection1, Code 2021, is amended19
to read as follows:20

1. Notwithstandingsections 275.55A,256E.7, 256F.4,21
275.55A, and 282.18, or any other provisionto the contrary,22
prior to knowinglyenrollingan individualwho is required23
to registeras a sex offender under chapter 692A, but who is24
otherwiseeligibleto enroll in a public school, the board of25
directorsof a school districtshall determinethe educational26
placementof the individual. Upon receipt of notice that a27
student who is enrolled in the districtis requiredto register28
as a sex offender under chapter 692A, the board shall determine29
the educationalplacementof the student. The tentativeagenda30
for the meeting of the board of directorsat which the board31
will consider such enrollmentor educationalplacementshall32
specificallystate that the board is consideringthe enrollment33
or educationalplacementof an individualwho is required34
to registeras a sex offender under chapter 692A. If the35
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individualis denied enrollmentin a school districtunder this1
section, the school district of residenceshall provide the2
individualwith educationalservicesin an alternativesetting.3

Sec. 23. Section 282.18, subsection4, paragraphb, Code4
2021, is amended to read as follows:5

b. For purposesof this section, “goodcause”means a change6
in a child’s residencedue to a change in family residence,a7
change in the state in which the family residenceis located,8
a change in a child’s parents’ marital status, a guardianship9
or custody proceeding,placementin foster care, adoption,10
participationin a foreign exchange program,or participation11
in a substanceabuse or mental health treatmentprogram, a12
change in the status of a child’s resident districtsuch as13
removal of accreditationby the state board, surrenderof14
accreditation,or permanentclosure of a nonpublicschool,15
revocationof a charter school contractas providedin section16
256E.10 or 256F.8, the failure of negotiationsfor a whole17
grade sharing, reorganization,dissolutionagreementor the18
rejectionof a current whole grade sharing agreement,or19
reorganizationplan. If the good cause relates to a change20
in status of a child’s school districtof residence,however,21
action by a parent or guardian must be taken to file the22
notificationwithin forty-fivedays of the last board action23
or within thirty days of the certificationof the election,24
whicheveris applicableto the circumstances.25

DIVISIONIII26
VOLUNTARYDIVERSITYPLANS27

Sec. 24. Section 256F.4, subsection2, paragrapha,28
unnumberedparagraph1, Code 2021, is amended to read as29
follows:30

Meet all applicablefederal, state, and local health and31
safety requirementsand laws prohibitingdiscriminationon the32
basis of race, creed, color, sex, sexual orientation,gender33
identity,nationalorigin, religion,ancestry,or disability.34
A charter school or innovationzone school shall be under this35
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chapter located within the boundariesof a school district1
subject to any court-ordereddesegregationplan in effect2
for the school district at the time the charter school or3
innovationzone school applicationis approved shall be subject4
to the desegregationorder unless otherwisespecifically5
provided for in the desegregationorder.6

Sec. 25. Section 282.18, subsections3 and 6, Code 2021, are7
amended to read as follows:8

3. a. The superintendentof a districtsubject to a9
voluntarydiversityor court-ordereddesegregationplan, as10
recognizedby rule of the state board of education,may deny a11
request for transfer under this section if the superintendent12
finds that enrollmentor release of a pupil will adversely13
affect the district’simplementationof the desegregation14
order or diversityplan, unless the transferis requested15
by a pupil whose sibling is already participatingin open16
enrollmentto another district,or unless the request for17
transfer is submittedto the districtin a timely manner as18
required under subsection2 prior to implementationof the19
adoption of a desegregationplan order by the district. If a20
transfer request would facilitateimplementationof a voluntary21
diversityor court-ordereddesegregationplan order, the22
district shall give priority to granting the request over other23
requests.24

b. A parent or guardian, whose request has been denied25
because of the district’simplementationof a the desegregation26
order or diversityplan, may appeal the decision of the27
superintendentto the board of the districtin which the28
request was denied. The board may either uphold or overturn29
the superintendent’sdecision. A decisionof the board30
to uphold the denial of the request is subject to appeal31
to the district court in the county in which the primary32
business office of the districtis located. The state board33
of educationshall adopt rules establishingdefinitions,34
guidelines,and a review process for school districtsthat35
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adopt voluntarydiversityplans. The guidelinesshall include1
criteria and standardsthat school districtsmust follow2
when developinga voluntarydiversityplan. The department3
of educationshall provide technicalassistanceto a school4
district that is seeking to adopt a voluntarydiversityplan.5
A school districtimplementinga voluntarydiversityplan prior6
to July 1, 2008, shall have until July 1, 2009, to comply with7
guidelinesadopted by the state board pursuantto this section.8

c. The board of directorsof a school district subject9
to voluntarydiversityor court-ordereddesegregationshall10
develop a policy for implementationof open enrollmentin11
the district. The policy shall contain objectivecriteria12
for determiningwhen a request would adverselyimpact the13
desegregationorder or voluntarydiversityplan and criteria14
for prioritizingrequeststhat do not have an adverse impact on15
the order or plan.16

6. A request under this section is for a period of not less17
than one year. If the request is for more than one year and18
the parent or guardian desires to have the pupil enroll in a19
differentdistrict,the parent or guardianmay petition the20
current receivingdistrict by March 1 of the previousschool21
year for permissionto enroll the pupil in a differentdistrict22
for a period of not less than one year. Upon receipt of such a23
request, the current receivingdistrict board may act on the24
request to transferto the other school district at the next25
regularlyscheduledboard meeting after the receipt of the26
request. The new receivingdistrict shall enroll the pupil in27
a school in the district unless there is insufficientclassroom28
space in the district or unless the district is subject to29
court-ordereddesegregationand enrollmentof the pupil would30
adverselyaffect the court-orderedor voluntaryimplementation31
of the desegregationplan of the district order. A denial of32
a request to change district enrollmentwithin the approved33
period is not subject to appeal. However, a pupil who has been34
in attendancein another district under this section may return35
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to the district of residenceand enroll at any time, once the1
parent or guardianhas notifiedthe districtof residenceand2
the receivingdistrictin writing of the decision to enroll the3
pupil in the district of residence.4

Sec. 26. EFFECTIVEDATE. This divisionof this Act, being5
deemed of immediateimportance,takes effect upon enactment.6

DIVISIONIV7
EDUCATIONINFORMATION,PROGRAM STANDARDS,AND FUNDING8

Sec. 27. Section 22.7, subsection1, Code 2021, is amended9
to read as follows:10

1. Personalinformationin records regardinga student,11
prospectivestudent, or former student maintained,created,12
collectedor assembledby or for a school corporationor13
educationalinstitutionmaintainingsuch records. This14
subsectionshall not be construedto prohibita postsecondary15
educationinstitutionfrom disclosingto a parent or guardian16
informationregardinga violationof a federal, state, or17
local law, or institutionalrule or policy governingthe use18
or possessionof alcohol or a controlledsubstanceif the19
child is under the age of twenty-oneyears and the institution20
determinesthat the student committeda disciplinaryviolation21
with respect to the use or possessionof alcohol or a22
controlledsubstanceregardlessof whether that informationis23
containedin the student’seducationrecords. This subsection24
shall not be construedto prohibit a school corporationor25
educationalinstitutionfrom transferringstudent records26
electronicallyto the departmentof education,an accredited27
nonpublicschool, an attendancecenter, a school district,or28
an accreditedpostsecondaryinstitutionin accordancewith29
section 256.9, subsection44 11.30

Sec. 28. Section 256.9, subsection11, Code 2021, is amended31
by strikingthe subsectionand insertingin lieu thereof the32
following:33

11. a. Approve,coordinate,and supervisethe use of34
electronicdata and informationprocessingby school districts,35
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area educationagencies,and merged areas, includingthe1
procurementor developmentof a single, comprehensive,2
statewide,student informationsystem that is requiredto be3
used by all school districts,accreditednonpublicschools, and4
area educationagencies.5

b. (1) The student informationsystem procured or developed6
shall be designedfor the purpose of establishingstandardized7
electronicdata collectionsand reportingprotocolsthat8
facilitatecompliancewith state and federal reporting9
requirements,improve school-to-schooland district-to-district10
informationexchanges,and maintainthe confidentialityof11
individualstudent and staff data.12

(2) The system shall provide for the electronictransfer13
of individualstudent records between attendancecenters,14
school districts,accreditednonpublicschools,area education15
agencies,postsecondaryinstitutions,merged areas, and the16
department.17

(3) The system shall be designedto ensure compatibility18
with other informationor data managementsystems used or19
maintainedby postsecondaryinstitutionsand merged areas as20
required by law.21

c. The directorshall, to the extent practicable,establish22
a uniform coding and reportingsystem as part of the student23
informationsystem.24

d. The departmentshall pay for the procurementor25
developmentof the student informationsystem and shall pay26
for at least the first year of statewideimplementation,after27
which the cost of operatingthe system may be funded through28
the collectionof a fee by the departmentfrom each school29
district and accreditednonpublicschool. The amount of the30
fee shall be based on a per-studentrate, not to exceed seven31
dollars per student for the first year of the fee and set to32
raise an amount equal to the actual cost of the electronic33
data collectionsystem minus administrativecosts of the34
departmentrelated to the system. If the cost of the system35
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is funded through collectionof a fee by the department,after1
consultationwith stakeholders,the departmentshall adopt by2
rule the per student fee for subsequentyears based on the3
actual cost of the electronicdata collectionsystem minus4
administrativecosts of the department.5

e. The student informationsystem shall only be used for6
the purpose of collectinginformationfrom school districts,7
accreditednonpublicschools,and area educationagencies8
required by state or federal law or for preparationof state9
or federal reports.10

f. A school district,accreditednonpublicschool, or area11
educationagency shall not duplicatethe collectionof any12
informationin the student informationsystem.13

Sec. 29. Section 256.9, subsection44, Code 2021, is amended14
by strikingthe subsection.15

Sec. 30. Section 256.11, subsection8, Code 2021, is amended16
by strikingthe subsectionand insertingin lieu thereof the17
following:18

8. a. The state board shall establisha flexible student19
and school support program to be administeredby the director.20
Under the program,upon request of the board of directorsof21
a public school districtor the authoritiesin charge of an22
accreditednonpublicschool, the directormay, for a period23
not to exceed three years, grant the applicableboard of24
directorsor the authorityin charge of the nonpublicschool25
the ability to use the flexiblestudent and school support26
program to implementevidence-basedpracticesin innovative27
ways to enhance student learning,well-being,and postsecondary28
success.29

b. Approval to participatein the flexiblestudent and30
school support program shall exempt the school district or31
nonpublicschool from one or more of the requirementsof32
the educationalprogram specifiedin subsection3, 4, or 5,33
subsection6, paragraph“b” or “c”, subsection7, paragraph“b”34
or “c”, or the minimum school calendarrequirementsin section35
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279.10, subsection1. An exemptionshall be granted only1
if the director deems that the request made is an essential2
part of an educationalprogram to support student learning,3
well-being,and postsecondarysuccess; is necessaryfor the4
success of the program; and is broadly consistentwith the5
intent of the requirementsof the educationalprogram specified6
in subsection3, 4, or 5, subsection6, paragraph“b” or “c”,7
subsection7, paragraph“b” or “c”, or the minimum school8
calendar requirementsin section 279.10, subsection1.9

c. Approval to participatein the flexiblestudent and10
school support program shall include authorityfor a school11
district to use funds from the school district’sflexibility12
account under section 298A.2, subsection2, to implementall or13
part of the flexiblestudent and school support program.14

d. The applicationfor the flexiblestudent and school15
support program shall include all of the followingand16
be submittedon forms and in a format prescribedby the17
department:18

(1) A descriptionof the proposededucationalprogram,19
includingevidenceused to design the program and evidenceof20
involvementof board members,parents,students,community21
members, and staff in developmentof the program.22

(2) Program goals and measures of program effectivenessand23
success, includingstudent success and performance.24

(3) A plan for program administration,includingthe use of25
personnel,facilities,and funding.26

(4) A plan for evaluationof the proposedprogram on at27
least an annual basis, includinga plan for program revisions,28
if necessary.29

(5) The estimatedfinancialimpact of the program on the30
school district or nonpublicschool.31

e. Approval to participatein the program does not exempt32
the school districtor nonpublicschool from federal law or33
any other requirementsof state law that are not specifically34
exempted by the director.35
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f. Each school districtor nonpublicschool approved to1
participatein the flexible student and school support program2
shall file an annual report with the departmenton the status3
of the program on forms and in a format prescribedby the4
department.5

g. Participationin the flexible student and school support6
program may be renewed for additionalperiods of years, each7
not to exceed three years. The directormay revoke approvalof8
all or part of any applicationor approved educationprogram9
if the annual report or any other informationavailableto10
the departmentindicatesthat conditionsno longer warrant11
use of an exemptionor funding from the school district’s12
flexibilityaccount under section 298A.2, subsection2. Notice13
of revocationmust be providedby the directorto the school14
district or nonpublicschool prior to the beginningof the15
school year for which participationis revoked.16

Sec. 31. Section 257.10, subsection9, paragraphd, Code17
2021, is amended to read as follows:18

d. For the budget year beginningJuly 1, 2009, the use19
of the funds calculatedunder this subsectionshall comply20
with the requirementsof chapter 284 and shall be distributed21
to teacherspursuant to section 284.3A. For the budget year22
beginningJuly 1, 2010, and succeedingbudget years, the use23
of the funds calculatedunder this subsectionshall comply24
with the requirementsof chapter 284 and shall be distributed25
to teacherspursuant to section 284.3A. If all teacher26
compensationrequirementsof chapter 284 for the school27
district are met and funds received under this subsection28
remain unexpendedand unobligatedat the end of a fiscal year29
beginningon or after July 1, 2020, the school district may30
transfer all or a portion of such unexpendedand unobligated31
funds for deposit in the school district’sflexibilityaccount32
establishedunder section 298A.2, subsection2.33

Sec. 32. Section 257.10, subsection12, paragraphd, Code34
2021, is amended to read as follows:35
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d. For the budget year beginningJuly 1, 2014, and1
succeedingbudget years, the use of the funds calculatedunder2
this subsectionshall comply with the requirementsof chapter3
284 and shall be distributedto teacherspursuant to section4
284.15. The funds shall be used only to increasethe payment5
for a teacher assigned to a leadershiprole pursuantto a6
frameworkor comparablesystem approved pursuantto section7
284.15; to increasethe percentagesof teachers assignedto8
leadershiproles; to increasethe minimum teacher starting9
salary to thirty-threethousandfive hundred dollars; to10
cover the costs for the time mentor and lead teachersare11
not providinginstructionto studentsin a classroom;for12
coverage of a classroomwhen an initial or career teacher13
is observingor co-teachingwith a teacher assignedto a14
leadershiprole; for professionaldevelopmenttime to learn15
best practicesassociatedwith the career pathwaysleadership16
process; and for other costs associatedwith a frameworkor17
comparablesystem approved by the departmentof educationunder18
section 284.15 with the goals of improvinginstructionand19
elevatingthe quality of teaching and student learning. If20
all requirementsfor the school district for the use of funds21
calculatedunder this subsectionare met and funds received22
under this subsectionremain unexpendedand unobligatedat23
the end of a fiscal year beginningon or after July 1, 2020,24
the school districtmay transferall or a portion of such25
unexpendedand unobligatedfunds for deposit in the school26
district’sflexibilityaccount establishedunder section27
298A.2, subsection2.28

Sec. 33. Section 298A.2, subsection2, paragrapha, Code29
2021, is amended by adding the followingnew subparagraphs:30

NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (4) Teacher salary supplementfunds31
received under section 257.10, subsection9.32

NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (5) Teacher leadershipsupplementfunds33
received under section 257.10, subsection12.34

Sec. 34. Section 298A.2, subsection2, paragraphc, Code35
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2021, is amended by adding the followingnew subparagraph:1
NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (8) An approvedflexible student and2

school support program under section 256.11, subsection8.3
DIVISION V4

EDUCATIONTAX CREDITS AND DEDUCTIONS5
Sec. 35. Section 2.48, subsection3, paragraphb,6

subparagraph(5), Code 2021, is amended to read as follows:7
(5) Tuition and textbooktax credits under section 422.128

422.12D.9
Sec. 36. Section 422.7, subsection55, Code 2021, is amended10

to read as follows:11
55. A taxpayerwho is an eligibleeducatoras defined in12

section 62(d)(1)of the InternalRevenue Code is allowed to13
take the deductionfor certain expensesof elementaryand14
secondaryschool teachersallowed under section 62(a)(2)(D)of15
the InternalRevenue Code, as amended by the federal Emergency16
Economic StabilizationAct of 2008, Pub. L. No. 110-343, in17
computingnet income for state tax purposesin excess of18
the amount of the taxpayer’sdeductionfor certain expenses19
of elementaryand secondaryschool teachersfor federal tax20
purposes allowed under section 62(a)(2)(D)of the Internal21
Revenue Code, but not to exceed five hundred dollars.22

Sec. 37. Section 422.12, subsection1, paragraphsd and e,23
Code 2021, are amended by striking the paragraphs.24

Sec. 38. Section 422.12, subsection2, paragraphb, Code25
2021, is amended by striking the paragraph.26

Sec. 39. NEW SECTION. 422.12D Tuitionand textbooktax27
credit.28

1. For purposes of this section,unless the context29
otherwiserequires:30

a. “Privateinstruction”means independentprivate31
instructionas defined in section 299A.1, subsection2,32
paragraph“b”, competentprivate instructionunder section33
299A.2, or private instructionprovided to a resident of this34
state by a nonlicensedperson under section 299A.3.35
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b. “Textbooks”means books and other instructionalmaterials1
and equipmentused in elementaryand secondaryschools in2
teaching only those subjects legally and commonlytaught in3
public elementaryand secondaryschools in this state and4
does not include instructionalbooks and materialsused in5
the teachingof religioustenets, doctrines,or worship,the6
purpose of which is to inculcatethose tenets, doctrines,or7
worship. “Textbooks”includes books or materialsused for8
extracurricularactivitiesincludingsporting events, musical9
or dramaticevents, speech activities,driver’s education,or10
programs of a similar nature.11

c. “Tuition”means any charges for the expenses of12
personnel,buildings,equipment,and materialsother than13
textbooks,and other expensesof elementaryor secondary14
schools which relate to the teaching only of those subjects15
legally and commonly taught in public elementaryand16
secondaryschools in this state and which do not relate to17
the teachingof religioustenets, doctrines,or worship,the18
purpose of which is to inculcatethose tenets, doctrines,or19
worship. “Tuition”includes those expenseswhich relate to20
extracurricularactivitiesincludingsportingevents, musical21
or dramaticevents, speech activities,driver’s education,or22
programs of a similar nature.23

2. The taxes imposed under this subchapter,less the credits24
allowed under section 422.12, shall be reduced by a tuition25
and textbookcredit equal to fifty percent of the first two26
thousand dollars which the taxpayer has paid to others for each27
dependentin grades kindergartenthrough twelve, for tuition28
and textbooksof each dependentwho is receivingprivate29
instructionor who is attendingan elementaryor secondary30
school situated in Iowa, which school is accreditedor approved31
under section 256.11, which is not operatedfor profit, and32
which adheres to the provisionsof the federal Civil Rights Act33
of 1964 and chapter 216.34

3. The department,when conductingan audit of a taxpayer’s35
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return, shall also audit the tuition and textbook tax credit1
portion of the tax return.2

4. Any credit allowed under this section in excess of3
the tax liabilityshall be refunded. In lieu of claiming a4
refund, the taxpayer may elect to have the overpaymentshown5
on the taxpayer’sfinal, completedreturn creditedto the tax6
liabilityfor the followingtaxable year.7

5. Qualifiededucationalexpenses,as defined in section8
257.11B, subsection6, paid for with funds from an account in9
the student first scholarshipfund, shall not be includedin10
the calculationof the tuition and textbooktax credit under11
this section.12

6. Married taxpayerswho have filed joint federal returns13
electing to file separatereturns or to file separatelyon a14
combined return form must determinethe tuition and textbook15
tax credit based upon their combined net income and allocate16
the total credit amount to each spouse in the proportionthat17
each spouse’s respectivenet income bears to the total combined18
net income. Nonresidentsor part-yearresidentsof Iowa must19
determinetheir tuition and textbooktax credit in the ratio of20
their Iowa source net income to their all source net income.21
Nonresidentsor part-yearresidentswho are married and elect22
to file separate returns or to file separatelyon a combined23
return form must allocatethe tuition and textbooktax credit24
between the spouses in the ratio of each spouse’s Iowa source25
net income to the combinedIowa source net income of the26
taxpayers.27

Sec. 40. 2018 Iowa Acts, chapter 1161, section 118, is28
amended to read as follows:29

SEC. 118. Section 422.7, subsections3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14,30
15, 16, 20, 22, 24, 25, 26, 30, 35, 36, 37, 39, 39B, 40, 43, 45,31
49, 53, 55, 56, 57, and 58, Code 2018, are amended by striking32
the subsections.33

Sec. 41. EFFECTIVEDATE. This divisionof this Act, being34
deemed of immediateimportance,takes effect upon enactment.35

-44-
SF 159 (2) 89
md/jh/mb 44/51



1/29/2021 https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/LGR/89/attachments/SF159.html

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/LGR/89/attachments/SF159.html 46/52

S.F. 159

Sec. 42. RETROACTIVEAPPLICABILITY. The followingapply1
retroactivelyto January 1, 2021, for tax years beginningon2
or after that date:3

1. The section of this division of this Act amending section4
422.7, subsection55.5

2. The section of this division of this Act amending section6
422.12, subsection1, paragraphs“d” and “e”.7

3. The section of this division of this Act amending section8
422.12, subsection2, paragraph“b”.9

4. The section of this division of this Act enacting section10
422.12D.11

DIVISIONVI12
SCHOOL DISTRICTENROLLMENTWORKING GROUP13

Sec. 43. SCHOOL DISTRICTENROLLMENTWORKING GROUP.14
1. The departmentof educationshall convene a school15

district enrollmentworking group to review the methodology16
and timing of determinationsof school district enrollment,17
includingexaminationof the current on-time funding authorized18
under section 257.13, the budget adjustmentauthorizedunder19
section 257.14, the types and amounts of funding paid for20
students open enrolledunder section 282.18, and alternative21
methods for determiningschool district enrollments.22

2. Voting members of the working group shall include23
representativesfrom all of the following:24

a. The Iowa associationof school boards.25
b. The school administratorsof Iowa.26
c. The urban educationnetwork of Iowa.27
d. The Iowa associationof school business officials.28
e. A representativeof a school districtdesignatedby the29

rural school advocatesof Iowa.30
f. A representativeof a school districtdesignatedby the31

urban educationnetwork of Iowa.32
3. Four members of the general assemblyshall serve as33

ex officio,nonvotingmembers of the working group, with one34
member to be appointedby each of the following: the majority35
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leader of the senate, the minority leader of the senate, the1
speaker of the house of representatives,and the minority2
leader of the house of representatives.3

4. The director of the departmentof education,or the4
director’sdesignee,and the directorof the departmentof5
management,or the director’sdesignee,shall each serve as ex6
officio, nonvotingmembers of the working group.7

5. The working group shall submit its findingsand8
recommendationsto the general assembly not later than December9
1, 2021.10

Sec. 44. EFFECTIVEDATE. This divisionof this Act, being11
deemed of immediateimportance,takes effect upon enactment.12

DIVISIONVII13
OPEN ENROLLMENT14

Sec. 45. Section 256.46, subsection1, Code 2021, is amended15
by adding the followingnew paragraph:16

NEW PARAGRAPH. i. If the child’s former school or school17
district,if located in this state, was unable to participate18
in varsity interscholasticsports as the result of a decision19
or implementationof a decisionof the school board or20
superintendent.21

Sec. 46. Section 282.18, subsection2, paragrapha, Code22
2021, is amended to read as follows:23

a. By March 1 of the precedingschool year for students24
entering grades one through twelve, or by September1 of the25
current school year for studentsentering kindergartenor for26
prekindergartenstudents enrolledin special educationprograms27
and includedin the school district’sbasic enrollmentunder28
section 257.6, subsection1, paragraph“a”, subparagraph(1),29
the parent or guardian shall send notificationto the district30
of residenceand the receivingdistrict,on forms prescribed31
by the departmentof education,that the parent or guardian32
intends to enroll the parent’sor guardian’schild in a public33
school in another school district. If a parent or guardian34
fails to file a notificationthat the parent intends to enroll35
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the parent’sor guardian’schild in a public school in another1
district by the deadlinespecifiedin this subsection, the2
proceduresof subsection4 apply.3

Sec. 47. Section 282.18, subsection4, paragraphb, Code4
2021, is amended to read as follows:5

b. For purposesof this section, “goodcause”:6
(1) “Good cause”means a change in a child’s residence7

due to a change in family residence,a change in a child’s8
residencefrom the residenceof one parent or guardian to9
the residenceof a differentparent or guardian,a change10
in the state in which the family residenceis located,a11
change in a child’s parents’ marital status, a guardianship12
or custody proceeding,placementin foster care, adoption,13
participationin a foreign exchange program,initial placement14
of a prekindergartenstudent in a special educationprogram15
requiringspeciallydesignedinstruction,or participation16
in a substanceabuse or mental health treatmentprogram, a17
change in the status of a child’s resident districtsuch as18
removal of accreditationby the state board, surrenderof19
accreditation,or permanentclosure of a nonpublicschool,20
revocationof a charter school contractas providedin section21
256F.8, the failure of negotiationsfor a whole grade sharing,22
reorganization,dissolutionagreement, or the rejectionof a23
current whole grade sharing agreement,or reorganizationplan,24
or if the child’s assignedattendancecenter in the districtof25
residenceis identifiedas in significantneed for improvement.26
If the good cause relates to a change in status of a child’s27
school district of residence,however,action by a parent28
or guardianmust be taken to file the notificationwithin29
forty-fivedays of the last board action or within thirty days30
of the certificationof the election,whicheveris applicable31
to the circumstances.32

(2) “Significantneed for improvement”means a school33
attendancecenter designatedby the departmentof education34
under the prioritycategory under the Iowa school performance35
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profiles for two or more of the immediatelyprecedingschool1
years or identifiedfor comprehensivesupport and improvement2
under the federal Every Student Succeeds Act, Pub. L. No.3
114-95, or an equivalentobjectivefederal standard,for two or4
more of the immediatelyprecedingschool years.5

Sec. 48. Section 282.18, subsection5, Code 2021, is amended6
to read as follows:7

5. Open enrollmentapplicationsfiled after March 18
of the precedingschool year that do not qualify for good9
cause as providedin subsection4 shall be subject to the10
approval of the board of the resident districtand the board11
of the receivingdistrict. The parent or guardian shall send12
notificationto the district of residenceand the receiving13
district that the parent or guardian seeks to enroll the14
parent’s or guardian’schild in the receivingdistrict. A15
decision of either board to deny an applicationfiled under16
this subsectioninvolvingrepeated acts of harassmentof the17
student that the residentdistrict cannot adequatelyaddress,a18
consistentfailure of the district to reasonablyrespond to a19
student’sfailure to meet basic academic standardsafter notice20
provided by a parent or guardian,or a serious health condition21
of the student that the residentdistrict cannot adequately22
address is subject to appeal under section 290.1. The state23
board shall adopt by rule the criteriafor determininga24
district’sconsistentfailure to reasonablyrespond to a25
student’sfailure to meet basic academic standardsand shall26
exercise broad discretionto achieve just and equitable27
results that are in the best interest of the affectedchild or28
children.29

Sec. 49. Section 282.18, subsection9, paragraphsa, b, and30
c, Code 2021, are amended to read as follows:31

a. If a parent or guardianof a child, who is participating32
in open enrollmentunder this section, moves to a different33
school district during the course of either district’sacademic34
year, the child’s first districtof residenceas determinedon35
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the date specifiedin section 257.6, subsection1, shall be1
responsiblefor payment of the cost per pupil plus weightings2
or special educationcosts to the receivingschool districtfor3
the balance of the school year in which the move took place.4
The new district of residenceshall be responsiblefor the5
payments during succeedingyears.6

b. If a request to transfer is due to a change in family7
residence,a change in a child’s residencefrom the residence8
of one parent or guardianto the residenceof a different9
parent or guardian,a change in the state in which the family10
residenceis located, a change in a child’s parents’marital11
status, a guardianshipproceeding,placementin foster care,12
adoption,participationin a foreign exchange program,or13
participationin a substanceabuse or mental health treatment14
program, and the child who is the subject of the request is15
enrolled in any grade from kindergartenthrough grade twelve16
or who is a prekindergartenstudent enrolledin a special17
educationprogram at the time of the request and is not18
currentlyusing any provisionof open enrollment,the parent or19
guardian of the child shall have the option to have the child20
remain in the child’s originaldistrictof residenceunder open21
enrollmentwith no interruptionin the child’s kindergarten22
through grade twelve educationalprogram. If a parent or23
guardian exercisesthis option, the child’s new districtof24
residenceis not requiredto pay the amount calculatedin25
subsection7 or 8, as applicable,until the start of the first26
full year of enrollmentof the child.27

c. The receivingdistrict shall bill the first resident28
district determinedunder paragraph“a” accordingto the29
timeline in section 282.20, subsection3. Paymentsshall be30
made to the receivingdistrictin a timely manner.31

Sec. 50. Section 282.18, subsection10, paragraphc, Code32
2021, is amended to read as follows:33

c. If the pupil meets the economic eligibilityrequirements34
establishedby the departmentand state board of education,the35
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sending districtis responsiblefor providingtransportation1
or paying the pro rata cost of the transportationto a parent2
or guardianfor transportingthe pupil to and from a point3
on a regular school bus route of a contiguousreceiving4
district unless the cost of providingtransportationor the5
pro rata cost of the transportationto a parent or guardian6
exceeds the average transportationcost per pupil transported7
for the previous school year in the district. The economic8
eligibilityrequirementsestablishedby the departmentof9
educationand state board of educationshall minimallyinclude10
those pupils with householdincomes of two hundred percent11
or less of the federal poverty level as defined by the most12
recently revised poverty income guidelinespublishedby the13
United States departmentof health and human services. If14
the cost exceeds the average transportationcost per pupil15
transportedfor the previous school year, the sending district16
shall only be responsiblefor that average per pupil amount.17
A sending districtwhich provides transportationfor a pupil18
to a contiguousreceivingdistrict under this subsectionmay19
withhold,from the district cost per pupil amount that is to20
be paid to the receivingdistrict,an amount which represents21
the average or pro rata cost per pupil for transportation,22
whicheveris less.23

Sec. 51. Section 282.18, subsection11, paragrapha, Code24
2021, is amended by adding the followingnew subparagraphs:25

NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (8) If the pupil participatesin open26
enrollmentbecause of circumstancesthat meet the definitionof27
good cause under subsection4, paragraph“b”.28

NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (9) If the board of directorsor29
superintendentof the districtof residenceissues or30
implementsa decision that results in the discontinuanceor31
suspensionof varsity interscholasticsports activitiesin the32
district of residence.33

Sec. 52. Section 282.18, subsection11, Code 2021, is34
amended by adding the followingnew paragraph:35
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NEW PARAGRAPH. 0c. If a pupil is declared ineligiblefor1
interscholasticathletic contestsand athletic competitionsin2
the pupil’s district of residencedue to the pupil’s academic3
performance,upon participatingin open enrollment,in addition4
to any other period of ineligibilityunder this subsection,the5
pupil shall be ineligiblein the receivingdistrictfor the6
remainingperiod of ineligibilitydeclaredby the districtof7
residence.8

Sec. 53. RETROACTIVEAPPLICABILITY. The followingapply9
retroactivelyto July 1, 2020:10

1. The section of this division of this Act enacting section11
256.46, subsection1, paragraph“i”.12

2. The portion of the section of this divisionof this13
Act enactingsection 282.18, subsection11, paragraph“a”,14
subparagraph(9).15

DIVISION VIII16
SCHOOL BOARD POWERS AND DUTIES17

Sec. 54. Section 279.1, Code 2021, is amended by adding the18
followingnew subsection:19

NEW SUBSECTION. 3. A school corporationis entrustedwith20
public funds for the purpose of improvingstudent outcomes,21
includingbut not limited to student academicachievementand22
skill proficiency,and the board of directorsof the school23
corporationis responsiblefor overseeingsuch improvement.24
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