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SENATE BILL NO. 2704

Tc the Senate:

Pursuant tc Article V, Section I, Paragraph 14 of the New Jersey
Constitution, I herewith return Senate Bill No. 2704 without my approval.

This bill would appropriate $30 million to the New Jersey Economic
Development Authority (“EDA”) from a portion cf the federal block grant
funds allocated to the State from the federal Coronavirus Relief Fund,
established pursuant tc the federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security (“CARES”) Act for use by the EDA to provide lcans and grants
tc food establishments for costs asscciated with business operation
interruptions caused by Executive Order No. 158 (2020). Executive Order
No. 158 temporarily paused the resumption of indoor dining in the State
and was issued, after consultation with the Department of Health, in
response to alarming spikes in Coronavirus disease 2019 (“COVID-19")
cases across the nation. At the time, governors and health commissicners
in several states, as well as independent public health experts,
identified activities in indoor focd and beverage establishments as a
cause of the rise in cases.

The COVID-19 pandemic is having a devastating impact cn small
businesses throughout the country and here in New Jersey. With respect
tc the business community, the impacts of the crisis have reached every
industry in the world, but the pandemic’s impacts on the fcod
establishments that drive the State’s hospitality industry have been
particularly acute. The bars and restaurants across our beach towns,
villages, nature preserves, and urban centers are an indispensable
component of the State’s economy, and I commend the bill’s sponsors for
their efforts tc assist these businesses during this extraordinarily
challenging time.

To help these crucial businesses emerge from this pandemic stronger
and more resilient, my Administration, together with cur partners in the
Legislature and members of our congressional delegation, announced on
October 13, 2020 that $100 millicn in additional CARES Act funding will
be available to support New Jersey residents and businesses affected by

the COVID-19 pandemic. The bulk of the money, $70 million, will be
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