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AN ACT
RELATINGTO THE CONDUCTOF STATE AND LOCAL ELECTIONS,
PROVIDINGPENALTIES, AND INCLUDINGEFFECTIVEDATE ELECTIONS
PROVISIONS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

DIVISIONI
HOSPITALBOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTIONS

Sectionl. Section347.9, subsectionl, Code 2019, is
amended to read as follows:

1. When it has been determinedby the voters of a county
to establisha county public hospital, the board shall appoint
five or seven trusteeschosen from among the resident citizens
of the countywith referenceto their fitness for office.

The appointedtrusteesshall hold officeuntil the following
generalelection, at which time their successorsshall be
elected, three for a termof four years and the remainder
for a term of two years, and they shall determineby lot
their respectiveterms, and thereaftertheir successorsshall
be elected for regularterms of four years each, except as
providedin subsection3.

Sec. 2. Section347.9, Code 2019, is amended by adding the
followingnew subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION 3. Trusteesin a countywith a population
of at least four hundredthousand shall serve for a term of six
years. A trusteeelectedto a termof four years in or after
January 2018 shall instead serve a term of six years.
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Sec. 3. Section347.10, Code 2019, is amended to read as
follows:

347.10 Vacancies.

Vacancieson the board of trustees may—urtitthenext

generateteetion, be filled by appointmentby the remaining
members of the board of trusteesor, if fewer than a

majorityof the trusteesremainon the board, by the board of
supervisorsfor the perioduntil the vacanciesare filled by
election. An appointmentmade under this sectionshall be for
the unexpiredbalanceof the term of the precedingtrustee. If
a board member is absent for four consecutiveregular board
meetings,without priorexcuse, or fails to comply with more
stringentattendancerequirementsfor regularboard meetings
includedin the bylaws governingthe board, the member’s
positionshall be declaredvacant and filledas set out in this
section

Sec. 4. HOSPITALBOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTIONS.
Notwithstandingsection 347.9, for electionsheld pursuantto
section347.9 in 2022 in which more than seventypercentof
trusteepositionson a board are on the ballot:

1. If thereare seven trusteeson the board:

a. If six trusteesare to be elected, the four electedwho
receive the highest number of votes are elected for four-year
terms. The remainderare elected for two-yearterms. In case
of a tie, the county auditor shall determineby lot which of
the trusteeswith the lowest number of winning votes shall
serve two-yearterms and thereaftertheir successorsshall be
elected for regular terms as providedin section347.9.

b. If five trusteesare to be elected, the four electedwho
receive the highest number of votes are elected for four-year
terms. The remainingtrusteeis elected for a two-year term.
In case of a tie, the county auditorshall determineby lot
which of the trusteeswith the lowest number of winningvotes
shall serve the two-yearterm and thereaftertheir successors
shall be elected for regularterms as providedin section
347.9.

2. If thereare five trusteeson the board, if four trustees
are to be elected, the three electedwho receive the highest
number of votes are elected for four-yearterms. The remaining
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trusteeis elected for a two-yearterm. In case of a tie, the
county auditorshall determineby lot which of the trustees
with the lowest number of winning votes shall serve the
two-yearterm and thereaftertheir successorsshall be elected
for regularterms as providedin section 347.9.
DIVISIONII
TECHNICALCHANGES
Sec. 5. Section39.2, subsection4, paragraphsa, b, and c,
Code 2019, are amended to read as follows:
a. For a county, en—the-dayeofthegeneratelection;on
he d : 1 ) 1 Lon- I c 1
1 onheld £i11 . I ,
FirstFuesdayinMareh in an odd-numberedyear, the first
Tuesday in May March, o+ the first second Tuesday in August
of-eachyear September, or the first Tuesdayafter the first
Monday in November. For a county, in an even-numberedyear,
the first Tuesdayin March or the second Tuesday in September.
b. For a city, enthe-day-efthegereratetectiononthe
- 1 . 1 Lon- he d : 1
1 L onhold £i11 . I ey
Firsttuesday-inMarech in an odd-numberedyear, the first
Tuesday in May March, o+ the first second Tuesday in August
of-eachyear September,or the first Tuesdayafter the first
Monday in November. For a city, in an even-numberedyear, the
first Tuesdayin March or the second Tuesdayin September.

c. For a schooldistrictor mergedarea, in the odd-numbered

year, the first Tuesday in FebruaryMarch, thefirstFuesdayin
Aprit, the tast second Tuesday in June September, or the secend
first Tuesdayafter the first Monday in SeptemberNovember.

For a schooldistrictor mergedarea, in the even-numbered
year, the first Tuesday in February-thefirstTFuesdayin
April March or the second Tuesday in Septembe r—e+—the-second

Fuesday-inDecember

Sec. 6. Section39A.3, subsectionl, paragrapha, Code 2019,

is amended by adding the followingnew subparagraph:

NEW SUBPARAGRAPH (5) Falselyor fraudulentlysigns
nominationpapers on behalf of another person.

Sec. 7. Section39A.3, subsectionl, Code 2019, is amended
by adding the followingnew paragraph:
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NEW PARAGRAPH c¢. Miscellaneoudffenses. Uses voter
registrationinformation,includingresaleor redistribution
of the voterregistrationlist withoutwrittenpermissionof
the state registrar, for purposesother than those permitted
by section48A.39.

Sec. 8. Section39A.4, subsectionl, paragraphc,
subparagraph(5), Code 2019, is amended by strikingthe

subparagraph.
Sec. 9. Section39A.6, Code 2019, is amended to read as
follows:

39A.6 Technicalinfractions— notice.

1. If the state commissioneror county commissionerbecomes
aware of an apparent technicalviolationof a provisionof
chapters39 through 53, the state commissioneror county
commissionermay administrativelyprovide a writtennotice
and letterof instructionto the responsibleperson regarding
proper complianceprocedures.

2. If the state commissionersends a noticeof such a
technicalinfractionto a county commissioner,the state
commissionermay require a writtenexplanationof the
occurrence,and measures that the person took to redress the
issues containedwithin the notice.

3. This noticeis not a final determinationof facts or law
in the matter, and does not entitlea personto a proceeding
under chapter 17A.

Sec. 10. Section43.14, subsectionl, Code 2019, is amended
by adding the followingnew paragraph:

NEW PARAGRAPH g. The printed name, signature,address,
and phone number of the person responsiblefor circulatingthe
petitionpage.

Sec. 11. Section43.14, subsection2, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

2. a. Signatureson a petitionpage shall be countedonly
if the informationrequiredin subsectionl is writtenor
printedat the top of the page.

b. Nominationpapers on behalf of candidatesfor seats in
the generalassembly need only designatethe number of the
senatorialor representativedistrict, as appropriate,and
not the countyor counties, in which the candidateand the
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petitionersreside.

Cc. A signatureline shall not be countedif the line
lacks the signatureof the eligibleelectorand the signer’s
residentialaddress with street and number, if any, and city.
A signatureline shall not be countedif an eligibleelector
suppliesonly a partialaddressor a post office box address,
or if the signer’saddress is obviouslyoutside the boundaries
of the district.

d. A signatureline shall not be countedif any of the
requiredinformationis crossedout or redactedat the time
the nominationpapers are filedwith the state commissioneror
commissioner.

Sec. 12. Section43.14, subsection4, Code 2019, is amended
by adding the followingnew paragraph:

NEW PARAGRAPH f. Any other informationrequiredby section
43.18.

Sec. 13. Section43.15, subsection2, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

2. Each signer shall add the signer’s+esidenceresidential
address with street and number, if any, and the date of
signing.

Sec. 14. Section43.22, unnumberedparagraphl, Code 2019,
is amended to read as follows:

The state commissionershall, at least sixty-ninedays
beforea primaryelection, or as soon as practicableif an
objectionunder section43.24 is pending, furnishto the
commissionerof each countya certificateunder the state
commissioner’shand and seal, which certificateshall show:

Sec. 15. Section43.24, subsectionl, paragraphb,
subparagraphs(l) and (2), Code 2019, are amended to read as
follows:

(1) Those filed with the state commissioner,not less than
seventy-fourdays before the date of the election or for
certificatesof nominationfiled under section43.23, not less
than seventy days before the date of the election

(2) Those filed with the commissioner,not less than
sixty-fourdays before the date of the election or for
certificatesof nominationfiled under section43.23, not less
than sixty-twodays before the date of the election
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Sec. 16. Section45.5, subsectionl, Code 2019, is amended
by adding the followingnew paragraph:

NEW PARAGRAPH f. The printed name, signature,address,
and phone number of the person responsiblefor circulatingthe
petitionpage.

Sec. 17. Section45.5, subsection2, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

2. a. Signatureson a petitionpage shall be countedonly
if the informationrequiredin subsectionl is writtenor
printedat the top of the page.

b. Nominationpaperson behalf of candidatesfor seats in
the generalassembly need only designatethe number of the
senatorialor representativedistrict, as appropriate,and
not the countyor counties, in which the candidateand the
petitionersreside.

Cc. A signatureline in a nominationpetitionshall not be
countedif the line lacks the signatureof the eligibleelector
and the signer’sresidentialaddress with street and number,
if any, and city. A signatureline shallnot be countedif
an eligibleelector suppliesonly a partialaddress or a post
office box address, or if the signer’saddress is obviously
outside the boundariesof the appropriateward, city, school
districtor school districtdirectordistrict, legislative
district,or otherdistrict.

d. A signatureline shall not be countedif any of the
requiredinformationis crossed out or redactedat the time
the nominationpapers are filedwith the state commissioneror
commissioner.

Sec. 18. Section45.6, subsection2, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

2. Each signershall add the signer’s+esidenreceresidential
address with street and number, if any, and city.

Sec. 19. Section47.1, subsection6, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

6. The state commissionermay, at the state commissioner’s
discretion,examine the records of a commissionerto evaluate
complaintsand to ensure compliancewith the provisions
of chapters39 through53. This examinationshall include
assessmentsconductedor authorizedby privateor government
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entitiesto evaluatea county’ssecurity readiness for
elections-relatedechnologyor physicalfacilities. The state
commissionershall adopt rules pursuantto chapter 17A to
requirea commissionerto providewrittenexplanationsrelated
to examinationsconductedpursuantto this subsection Any
informationthat is requestedby or in the possessionof the
state commissionerpursuantto this chaptershall not lose its
confidentialstatus pursuantto section22.7, subsection50.

Sec. 20. Section47.1, Code 2019, is amendedby adding the
followingnew subsections:

NEW SUBSECTION 7. The state commissionermay share
informationa county providesto an appropriategovernment
agency to safeguardagainst cybersecurityor physicalthreats.

NEW SUBSECTION 8. The state commissionermay adopt rules
pursuantto chapter 17A to createminimumsecurityprotocols
applicableto county commissionersof elections. If a county
fails to adhere to these protocols, the state commissionermay
limit access to the statewidevoter registrationsystem.

Sec. 21. Section47.2, Code 2019, is amended by adding the
followingnew subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION 7. The county commissionerof elections
shall, to maintainelectionsecurity, do all of the following:

a. When the county commissionerbelievesthat a
cybersecurityincidentor data breachhas occurred, the county
commissionershall immediatelyinformthe state commissioner
of elections.

b. If the countycommissionerhas no reason to believe
that a cybersecurityincidentor data breach has occurred,
the county commissionershall certify that fact to the state
commissioneron an annual basis.

Sec. 22. Section47.7, subsection2, paragraphd, Code 2019,
is amended to read as follows:

d. The state registrarshall prescribeby rule the
proceduresfor access to the state voter registrationfile,

. . and 1ok ting
; e oletinaint  ons

i ! ite includingall of the following:

(1) Accessprotocolsfor adding, changing, or deleting
informationfrom the state voter registrationfile.
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(2) Trainingrequirementsfor all state voter registration

file users.

(3) Technologysafequards,includingcounty information
technologynetwork requirements,necessaryto access the state

voter registrationfile.

(4) Breachincident responserequirementsand protocolson
all matters related to elections

Sec. 23. Section47.7, subsection2, Code 2019, is amended
by adding the followingnew paragraph:

NEW PARAGRAPH e. The state registrarmay rescind access to
the statewidevoter registrationfile froma user who is not in
compliancewith the prescribedrules.

Sec. 24. Section48A.9, subsection4, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

4. Registrationforms submittedto voter registration
agencies, to motor vehicledriver’slicensestations, and to
county treasurer’sofficesparticipatingin county issuanceof
driver’slicenses under chapter 321M shall be consideredon
time if they are receivedno later than5+80 11:59 p.m. on the
day registrationcloses for that election. Offices or agencies
other than the county commissioner’soffice are not required
to be open for voter registrationpurposesat times other than
their usual office hours.

Sec. 25. Section48A.26, subsectionl, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

1. a. Exceptas otherwiseprovidedin paragraphparagraphs
“b” and “c” of this subsection or section 48A.26A,within seven
workingdays of receiptof a voter registrationformor change
of informationin a voter registrationrecord the commissioner
shall send an acknowledgmentto the registrantat the mailing
address shown on the registrationform. The acknowledgment
shall be sent by nonforwardablenail.

b. For a voter registrationform or change of information
in a voter registrationrecord submittedat a precinct caucus,
the commissionershall send an acknowledgmentwithin forty-five
days of receiptof the form or changeof information.

c. For a voter registrationform or change of informationin
a voter registrationrecord submittedwithin fourteendays of a

regularlyscheduledelection, the commissionershall send an
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acknowledgmentwithin forty-eighthours of receipt of the form
or change of information.

Sec. 26. Section49.11, Code 2019, is amended by adding the
followingnew subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION 4. Noticeof changesmade pursuantto
subsection3 shall be reportedto the state commissionerat
least twenty-fivedays before the next electionin which the
temporaryprecinctwill be active, or, for electionsheld
pursuantto section 69.14 while the generalassemblyis in
sessionor within forty-fivedays of the conveningof a session
of the generalassembly,at least ten days beforeelectionday.

Sec. 27. Section49.31, subsectionl, paragrapha, Code
2019, is amendedto read as follows:

a. ALl ballotsshall be arrangedwith the names of
candidatesfor each office listed below the office title.

For partisanelectionsthe name of the politicalparty or
organizationwhich nominatedeach candidateshall be listed
after or below each candidate’sname. The state commissioner
may prescribe, and a county commissionermay use, uniform
abbreviationsfor politicalpartiesand organizations.

Sec. 28. Section49.57, subsection2, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

2. After the name of each candidatefor a partisanoffice
the name of the candidate’spoliticalparty shall be printed
in at least six point type. The names of politicalparties
and nonpartypoliticalorganizationsmay be abbreviatedon
the remainderof the ballot if both the full name and the
abbreviationappear in the voter instructionarea of the
ballot.

Sec. 29. Section50.51, subsection6, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

6. The state commissionershall adopt rules, pursuant
to chapter17A, to implementthis section which may include
the establishmentof pilot programsrelatedto post-election
audits.

Sec. 30. NEW SECTION 53.1A Rules.

The state commissionershall adopt rules pursuantto chapter
17A for the implementationof this chapter.

Sec. 31. Section53.8, subsectionl, paragrapha,
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unnumberedparagraphl, Code 2019, is amended to read as
follows:

Upon receipt of an applicationfor an absenteeballot
and immediatelyafter the absenteeballotsare printed,
but not more than twenty-ninedays before the election, the
commissionershall mail an absenteeballot to the applicant
within twenty-fourhours, exceptas otherwiseprovidedin
subsection3. When the United States post officeis closed
in observanceof a federal holidayand is not deliveringmail
on the twenty-ninthday before the election, the first day to
mail absenteeballotsis the next businessday on which mail
deliveryis available. The absenteeballot shall be sent to
the registeredvoter by one of the followingmethods:

Sec. 32. 2017 Iowa Acts, chapter155, sectionl13, is amended
by strikingthe section.

Sec. 33. EFFECTIVEDATE. This divisionof this Act, being
deemed of immediateimportance,takes effect upon enactment.

DIVISIONIII
CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS

Sec. 34. Section43.30, subsection2, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

2. The commissionershall make sample ballots availableto
the public upon request. The sample ballotsshall be clearly
marked as sample ballots. A reasonablefee may be charged for
printingcosts if a person requestsmultiplecopies of sample
ballots. The commissionershall not distributesample ballots
except as providedin this subsection.

Sec. 35. Section43.36, Code 2019, is amended to read as
follows:

43.36 Australianballot.

The Australianballot systemas now used in this state,
except as hereinmodified, shall be used at said primary
election. The endorsementof the precinctelectionofficials
and the faesimiteef—thecommissioner ssighraturecounty
seal shall appear upon the ballotsas provided for general
elections.

Sec. 36. Section43.91, Code 2019, is amended to read as
follows:

43.91 Voter at caucusmust-beprecinctresident—
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qualifications

Any personvotingat a precinctcaucusmust be a person who
is or will by the date of the next generalelectionbecome
an eligibleelector, who has not already participatedin the
caucus of any politicalparty within the same year, and who is
a residentof the precinct. A list of the names and addresses
of each person to whom a ballotwas deliveredor who was
allowed to vote in each precinctcaucus shall be preparedby
the caucus chairpersonand secretarywho shall certifysuch
list to the commissionerat the same time as the names of
those electedas delegatesand party committeemembersare so
certified.

Sec. 37. Sectiond44.4, subsectionl, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

1. a. Nominationsmade pursuantto this chapterand
chapter45 which are requiredto be filed in the office of the
state commissionershall be filed in that office not more than
ninety-ninedays nor later than5:00 p.m. on the severty—third
eighty-firstday before the date-ofthegeneralelectiontobe
heldinNevemberfirst Tuesdayafter the first Monday in June
in each even-numberedyear. Nominationsmade for a special
electioncalled pursuant to section69.14 shall be filed by
5:00 p.m. not less than twenty-fivedays before the date of
an electioncalled upon at least forty days’ noticeand not
less than fourteendays before the date of an electioncalled
upon at least eighteendays’ notice. Nominationsmade for
a specialelectioncalled pursuantto section69.14A shall
be filed by 5:00 p.m. not less than twenty-fivedays before
the date of the election. Nominationsmade pursuantto this
chapterand chapter 45 which are required to be filed in the
office of the commissionershall be filed in that office not
more than ninety-twodays nor later than 5:00 p.m. on the
sixty—ninrthseventy-fourthday before the dateeofthegeneral
eteetionfirst Tuesdayafter the first Monday in June in each
even-numberedyear. Nominationsmade pursuantto this chapter
or chapter45 for city office shall be filed not more than
seventy-twodays nor later than 5:00 p.m. on the forty-seventh
day before the city electionwith the county commissioner
of electionsresponsibleunder section47.2 for conducting
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electionsheld for the city, who shall process them as provided
by law.

b. Notwithstandingparagraph“a”, nominationsfor president
and vice presidentof the United States shall be filed in the

office of the state commissionernot more than ninety-ninedays

nor later than 5:00 p.m. on the eighty-firstday before the

date of the generalelectionto be held in November.

Sec. 38. Section47.2, subsection2, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

2. a. Whenan electionis to be held as requiredby law
or is called by a politicalsubdivisionof the state and the
politicalsubdivisionis locatedin more than one county, the
county commissionerof electionsof the county having the
greatesttaxablebase within the politicalsubdivisionshall
conduct that election. The county commissionersof elections
of the other counties in which the politicalsubdivision
is locatedshall cooperatewith the county commissionerof
electionswho is conductingthe election.

b. Notwithstandingparagraph“a”, for a city primary
election, city runoff electionor a specialelectionfor

a city, schooldistrict,or mergedarea, if a political

subdivisionis locatedin more than one county, the county

commissionerof electionsof a county not having the greatest

taxablebase within the political subdivisionmay designate

that the controllingcommissionerof the political subdivision

shall conduct that electionif fewer than one hundred and

twenty-fiveregisteredvoters of the politicalsubdivision

are locatedwithin such county commissioner’scounty. If the

controllingcommissioneris so designated,section50.24,

subsections3A and 3B, as enacted by 2017 Iowa Acts, ch. 155,

shall not apply. For the purposesof this paragraph, the

number of registeredvoters shall be the number of registered

voters in the politicalsubdivisionof a county not having the

greatesttaxablebase on May 1 immediatelyprecedingthe first

day of the filingperiod for candidatesfor the election. If

May 1 falls on a day when the county commissioner’sofficeis

closed for business, the county commissionershall use the

number of registeredvoters on the next day that the county

commissioner’'soffice is open for businessto determinethe
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number of registeredvoters.

Sec. 39. Section47.2, Code 2019, is amended by adding the
followingnew subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION 7. The county commissionershall not
participatein an absenteeballotdrive or collectioneffort in
cooperationwith a candidate,candidate’scommittee, political
party, or nonpartypoliticalorganization. However, when a
county commissioneris a candidatefor election, such a county
commissionermay participatein an absenteeballot driveor
collectioneffort, but shall not aid any other candidate,
candidate’scommittee,politicalparty, or nonpartypolitical
organization.

Sec. 40. Section49.21, Code 2019, is amended by adding the
followingnew subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION 4. The commissionershall remove or obscure
from the view of voters any publishedmaterial displayingthe
name of a candidateor electedofficialother than a ballotor
sample ballot or envelope.

Sec. 41. NEW SECTION. 49.49 Certainsampleballots
prohibited.

The commissionerand state commissionerof electionsshall
not distributeor authorizethe distributionof sample ballots
to voters other than as providedin sections49.53 and 52.29.

Sec. 42. Section49.51, Code 2019, is amended to read as
follows:

49.51 Commissionerto controlprinting.

The commissionershall have charge of the printingof the
ballots to be used for any electionheld in the county, unless
the commissionerdelegatesthat authorityas permittedby this
section The commissionermay delegatethis authorityonly
to another commissionerwho is responsibleunder section47.2
for conductingthe electionsheld for a politicalsubdivision
which lies in more than one county, and only with respect to
printingof ballots containingonly public questionsor the
names of candidatesto be voted upon by the registeredvoters
of that politicalsubdivision. Only one facsimitesignrature
county seal, that of the county of the commissionerunder
whose directionthe ballot is printed, shall appear on the
ballot. It is the duty of the commissionerto insure that the
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arrangementof any ballotsprintedunder the commissioner’s
directionconforms to all applicablerequirementsof this
chapter.

Sec. 43. Section49.57, subsection6, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

6. A portionof the ballotshall includethe words “Official
ballot”, the unique identificatiomumber or name assigned by
the commissionerto the ballot style, the date of the election,
and a—faesimiteofthesignaturethe county seal of the county
of the commissionerwho has caused the ballot to be printed
pursuantto section49.51

Sec. 44. Section49.82, Code 2019, is amendedto read as
follows:

49.82 Voter to receiveone ballot— endorsement.

When an empty voting booth is available, one of the precinct
electionofficialsshall endorsethe official’sinitialson
each ballot the voter will receive. The initialsshall be
placed so that they may be seen when the ballot is properly
folded or enclosedin a secrecy folder. The name or signature
of the commissionershall not appear on the ballot except as
part of the list of candidateswhen the commissioneris a
candidatefor election. The officialshall give the voter one
and only one of each of the ballots to be voted at that election
in that precinct, except as providedby section49.100. No
ballot without the requiredofficialendorsementshall be
placed in the ballot box.

Sec. 45. Section53.11, Code 2019, is amended by adding the
followingnew subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION 6. The commissionershall remove or obscure
from the view of voters any publishedmaterialdisplayingthe
name of a candidateor electedofficial other than a ballotor
sample ballot or envelope.

DIVISIONIV
CONFLICTSOF INTEREST

Sec. 46. Section314.2, Code 2019, is amendedby striking
the sectionand insertingin lieu thereof the following:

314.2 Conflictsof interest.

A state or countyofficialwho is a voting member of a
governmentalentity responsiblefor awardinga contract
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pursuantto section314.1and is the apparentlow bidder for
the contractshall not participatein a vote to award the
contractand shall includean explanationof the official’s
conflictin the resolutionenteredpursuantto section26.12.

Sec. 47. EFFECTIVEDATE. This divisionof this Act takes
effect Januaryl, 2023.

DIVISIONV
BALLOT ORDER

Sec. 48. Section49.31, subsectionl, paragraphb, Code
2019, is amended to read as follows:

b. (1) The commissionershall determinethe order of
candidateson the ballot as providedin this paragraph The
seguenceorder shall be the same for each officeon the ballot
and for each precinctin the countyvoting in the election.

(2) The state commissionershall compilea list of each
county in the statein alphabeticalorder and assigna number
to each county such that the first county listed is number
one, the second county listed is number two, and continuing
in descendingorder in the same manner. The commissioner
shall put in alphabeticalorder the top two politicalparties
receivingthe highest votes from the most recent election.

(3) The commissionerof each countyassignedan even number
pursuantto subparagraph(2) shall arrange the ballot as
follows:

(a) The candidatesof the first politicalparty by
alphabeticalorder pursuantto subparagraph(2) shall appear
first on the ballot for the first general electionat which the
presidentof the United Statesis to be elected followingthe
effectivedate of this Act and second on the ballot for the
first general electionat which the governorwill be elected
followingthe effectivedate of this Act and secondon the
ballot for the second general electionat which the president
of the United States is to be elected followingthe effective
date of this Act and first on the ballot for the second general
electionat which the governorwill be elected followingthe
effectivedate of this Act, and thereafteralternatingwith the
candidatesof the secondpoliticalparty by alphabeticalorder
pursuantto subparagraph(2).
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(b) The candidatesof the second politicalparty by
alphabeticalorder pursuantto subparagraph(2) shall appear

second on the ballot for the first generalelectionat which

the presidentof the United States is to be elected following

the effectivedate of this Act and first on the ballot for

the first generalelectionat which the governorwill be

elected followingthe effectivedate of this Act and first

on the ballot for the second general electionat which the

presidentof the United States is to be elected followingthe

effectivedate of this Act and second on the ballot for the

second general electionat which the governorwill be elected

followingthe effectivedate of this Act, and thereafter

alternatingwith the candidatesof the firstpoliticalparty by

alphabeticalorder pursuantto subparagraph(2).

(4) The commissionerof each county assignedan odd number
pursuantto subparagraph(2) shall arrange the ballot as

follows:

(a) The candidatesof the secondpoliticalparty by
alphabeticalorder pursuantto subparagraph(2) shall appear

first on the ballot for the first general electionat which the

presidentof the United States is to be elected followingthe

effectivedate of this Act and second on the ballot for the

first general electionat which the governorwill be elected

followingthe effectivedate of this Act and second on the

ballot for the second general electionat which the president

of the United States is to be elected followingthe effective

date of this Act and first on the ballot for the second general

electionat which the governorwill be elected followingthe

effectivedate of this Act, and thereafteralternatingwith the

candidatesof the first politicalparty by alphabeticalorder

pursuantto subparagraph(2).

(b) The candidatesof the first politicalparty by
alphabeticalorder pursuantto subparagraph(2) shall appear

second on the ballot for the first generalelectionat which

the presidentof the United States is to be elected following

the effectivedate of this Act and first on the ballot for

the first generalelectionat which the governorwill be

elected followingthe effectivedate of this Act and first

on the ballot for the second general electionat which the
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presidentof the United States is to be elected followingthe

effectivedate of this Act and second on the ballot for the

second generalelectionat which the governorwill be elected

followingthe effectivedate of this Act, and thereafter

alternatingwith the candidatesof the second politicalparty

by alphabeticalorder pursuant to subparagraph(2).

(c) The commissionershall determinethe order of
candidatesof nonpartypoliticalorganizationson the ballot.

The order shall be the same for each officeon the ballot and

for each precinctin the countyvotingin the election.

Sec. 49. Section49.31, subsection2, paragraphb, Code
2019, is amended to read as follows:

b. Fhe Notwithstandingany provisionof subsectionl,
paragraph“b”, to the contrary, the commissionershall then

arrange the surnames of each politicalparty’scandidatesfor
each office to which two or more persons are to be electedat
large alphabeticallyfor the respectiveoffices for the first
precincton the list; thereafter,for each politicalparty and
for each succeedingprecinct, the names appearingfirst for
the respectiveofficesin the last precedingprecinct shall
be placed last, so that the names that were second before the
change shall be first after the change. The commissionermay
also rotate the names of candidatesof a politicalparty in the
reverseorder of that providedin this subsectionor alternate
the rotationso that the candidatesof differentpartiesshall
not be pairedas they proceedthroughthe rotation. The
procedurefor arrangementof names on ballots providedin this
sectionshall likewisebe substantiallyfollowedin elections
in politicalsubdivisionsof less than a county.
DIVISIONVI

MUNICIPALELECTIONS

Sec. 50. Section44.9, subsection3, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

3. In the officeof the proper school board secretary, at
least thirty—fiveforty-twodays before the day of a regularly
scheduledschool election.

Sec. 51. Section50.48, subsection7, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

7. If the electionis anelteetionhetdbya—-eitywhich
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isnot—thefinatetectionfor—theofficeinquestiona city
primaryelectionheld pursuant to section376.7, the recount
shall progressaccordingto the times providedby this
subsection If this subsectionapplies the canvass shallbe
held by the second day after the election, the request for

a recountmust be made by the third day after the election,
the board shall conveneto conduct the recount by the sixth
day after the election, and the report shall be filed by the
eteventheighth day after the election.

Sec. 52. Section50.48, Code 2019, is amended by adding the
followingnew subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION 8. When a city councilhas chosena runoff
electionpursuant to section376.9, the recountshall progress
accordingto the times providedby this subsection. If this
subsectionapplies, the canvass shall be conductedpursuant
to section50.24. The request for a recountmust be made
by the day after the canvass, and the board shall convene
for the first time not later than the first Friday following
the canvass. The reportshall be filed not later than the
fourteenthday after the election.

Sec. 53. Section260C.12, subsectionl, as amended by
2017 Iowa Acts, chapter 155, section2, is amendedto read as
follows:

1. The board of directorsof the merged area shall organize
at the first regularmeeting followingthe regular school
electionor at a specialmeetingcalled by the secretaryof the
board to organizethe board in advanceof the first regular
meeting fottowingtheregutarschootetectionafter the canvass
for the regularschool election Organizationof the board
shall be effectedby the electionof a presidentand other
officersfrom the board membershipas board members determine.
The board of directorsshall appointa secretaryand a
treasurerwho shall each give bond as prescribedin section
291.2 and who shall each receive the salary determinedby the
board. The secretaryand treasurershall performduties under
chapter291 and additionalduties the board of directorsdeems
necessary. However, the board may appointone personto serve
as the secretaryand treasurer. If one personserves as the
secretaryand treasurer,only one bond is necessaryfor that
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person. The frequencyof meetings other than organizational
meetingsshall be as determinedby the board of directorsbut
the presidentor a majority of the membersmay call a special
meetingat any time.

Sec. 54. Section260C.15, subsection5, as amended by
2017 Iowa Acts, chapter 155, section4, is amendedto read as
follows:

5. The votes cast in the electionshall be canvassedand
abstractsof the votes cast shall be certifiedas requiredby
section277.20. In each countywhose commissionerof elections
is responsibleunder section47.2 for conductingelections
held for a merged area, the countyboard of supervisorsshall

convene ea—thetastMenrday-inNevemberoratthe tastregutar
boardmeetinginNovember, on the second Monday or Tuesday

after the day of the electionto canvass the abstractsof votes
cast and declarethe resultsof the voting. The commissioner
shall at once issuecertificatesof electionto each person
declaredelected, and shall certifyto the merged area board in
substantiallythe manner prescribedby section50.27 the result
of the votingon any public questionsubmittedto the voters

of the mergedarea. Members electedto the board of directors
of a merged area shall qualifyby taking the oath of office
prescribedin section277.28

Sec. 55. Section277.4, subsection3, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

3. The secretaryof the school board shall accept the
petitionfor filingif on its face it appearsto have the
requisitenumber of signaturesand if it is timely filed. The
secretaryof the school board shall note upon each petition
and affidavitacceptedfor filing the date and time that the
petitionwas filed. The secretaryof the school board shall
deliverall nominationpetitions, togetherwith the complete
text of any public measure being submittedby the board to the
electorate, to the county commissionerof electionson the day
followingthe last day on which nominationpetitionscan be
filed, and not later than 5+66—p-m- 12:00 noon on that day.

Sec. 56. Section279.1, subsectionl, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

1. The board of directorsof each school corporationshall
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meet and organizeat the first regularmeetingor at a special
meeting called by the secretaryof the board to organizethe
board in advanceof the first reqularmeetingafter the canvass
for the regularschool electionat some suitableplace to be
designatedby the secretary. Notice of the place and hour of
the meetingshall be given by the secretaryto each member and
member-electof the board.

Sec. 57. Section279.7, subsection3, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

3. In the caseof a specialelectionas providedin this
sectionto fill a vacancyoccurringamong the electiveofficers
or membersof a school board before the expirationof a full
term, the personso elected shall qualifywithin ten days
+hereafterfrom the final canvassof the electionby the county
board in the manner requiredby section 277.28 and shall hold
office for the residueof the unexpiredtermand until a
successoris elected, or appointed, and qualified.

Sec. 58. Section376.5, Code 2019, is amended to read as
follows:

376.5 Publicationof ballot.

Notice containinga copy of the ballot for each regular,
special, primary, or runoff city electionmust be publishedby
the county commissionerof electionsas providedin section
362.3, except that noticeof a regular, primary, or runoff
electionmay be publishednot less than four days before the
date of the election. The publishedbattet noticemust contain
the names of all candidates,and may not containany party
designations. The publishedbattet noticemust containany
guestionto be submittedto the voters.

Sec. 59. Section376.7, Code 2019, is amended by adding the
followingnew subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION 3. If the city holdinga primary
electionis located in more than one county, the controlling
commissionerfor that city under section47.2, subsection
2, shall conducta second canvass on the first Mondayor
Tuesday after the day of the election. However, if a recount
is requestedpursuantto section50.48, the controlling
commissionershall conduct the second canvasswithin two
businessdays after the conclusionof the recountproceeding.
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Each commissionerconductinga canvass for the city pursuant
to section50.24, subsectionl, shall transmitabstractsfor
the officesof that city to the controllingcommissionerfor
that city, alongwith individualtallies for each write-in
candidate. At the second canvass, the county board of
supervisorsof the county of the controllingcommissionershall
canvass the abstractsreceivedpursuantto this subsectionand
shall preparea combinedcity abstract statingthe number of
votes cast in the city for each office. The combinedcity
abstractshall furtherindicate the name of each personwho
receivedvotes for each officeon the ballot, and the number of
votes each person received for that office. The votes of all
write-incandidateswho each received less than five percent
of the total votes cast in the city for an office shall be
reportedcollectivelyunder the heading “scattering”.

Sec. 60. Section376.9, subsectionl, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

1. A runoffelectionmay be held only for positionsunfilled
becauseof failureof a sufficientnumber of candidatesto
receivea majorityvote in the regularcity election. When a
councilhas chosen a runoffelectionin lieu of a primary, the
county board of supervisorsshall publiclycanvass the tally
lists of the vote cast in the regularcity election, following
the proceduresprescribedin section50.24—atameetingtobe
held I | dav follow I 1 . 1 Lonand
beginningho—eartierthon1+00-p-—m—onthatday. Candidates

who do not receivea majorityof the votes cast for an office,
but who receive the highest number of votes cast for that
officein the regularcity election, to the extent of twice
the number of unfilledpositions, are candidatesin the runoff
election.

Sec. 61. 2017 Iowa Acts, chapter155, section45, is amended
to read as follows:

SEC. 45. TERM OF OFFICE — TRANSITIONPROVISIONS.

1. Notwithstandingthe provisionsof section 260C.11
designatinga term of four years for membersof a board of
directorsof a mergedarea, the term of office for a seat on a
board of directorsfilled at the regular school electionheld
on:
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a. September8, 2015, shall expireNovember5—2619 upon
the board’'sorganizationalmeetingheld pursuantto section
260C.12, subsectionl.

b. Septemberl2, 2017, shall expire Nevember2—2621 upon
the board’sorganizationalmeetingheld pursuantto section
260C.12, subsectionl.

2. Notwithstandingthe provisionsof section 273.8,
subsectionl, designatinga term of four years for membersof
a board of directorsof an area educationagency, the term of
office for a seat on a board of directorsfilled by election
in:

a. September2015 shall expire November 30, 2019.

b. September2017 shall expire November 30, 2021.

3. Notwithstandingthe provisionsof section274.7
designatinga term of four years for membersof a board of
directorsof a schooldistrict, the term of office for a seat
on a board of directorsfilledat the regularschool election
held on:

a. September8, 2015, shall expire Nevember5—2619 upon the
board’sorganizationalmeeting held pursuant to section?279.1.

b. Septemberl2, 2017, shall expire Nevember2—2621 upon
the board’sorganizationalmeetingheld pursuantto section
279.1.

DIVISIONVII
ABSENTEEBALLOT COUNTING

Sec. 62. Section49.128, subsection3, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

3. The commissionershall file a copy of the a certification
or reportunder this sectionwith the state commissioner.

Sec. 63. Section49.128, Code 2019, is amended by adding the
followingnew subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION 6. The commissionershall place on
file in the commissioner’sofficea report, and shall file
a copy of the reportwith the state commissioner,regarding
absenteeballot trackingand countingno later than Decemberl
followingeach generalelection. The reportshall be in a form
prescribedby the state commissioner.

Sec. 64. Section53.17, subsectionl, paragraphb, Code
2019, is amended to read as follows:
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b. The sealed returnenvelopemay be mailed to the
commissionerby the registeredvoteror by the voter’s
designee. If mailedby the voter’sdesignee, the envelope
must be mailedwithin seventy-twohours of retrievingit from
the voter or within time to be postmarkedor, if applicable,
to have the intelltigentmail postal servicebarcode traced to
a date of entry into the federalmail systemnot later than
the day before the election, as providedin section53.17A,
whicheveris earlier.

Sec. 65. Section53.17, subsection2, Code 2019, is amended
to read as follows:

2. In order for the ballot to be counted, the return
envelopemust be receivedin the commissioner’soffice before
the polls close on electionday or be clearlypostmarkedby an
officiallyauthorizedpostal service or bear an—intettigent
fail a_postal servicebarcodetraceableto a date of entry
into the federalmail systemnot later than the day before the
election as providedin section53.17A, and receivedby the
commissionernot later than noon on the Monday followingthe
election.

Sec. 66. Section53.17, subsection4, paragraphf, Code
2019, is amended to read as follows:

f. A statementthat the completedabsenteeballotwill
be deliveredto the commissioner’sofficewithin seventy-two
hours of retrievingit from the voter or before the closingof
the polls on electionday, whicheveris earlier, or that the
completedabsenteeballotwill be mailed to the commissioner
within seventy-twohours of retrievingit from the voter or
within time to be postmarkedor, if applicable, to have the
inptelttigentmail postal service barcodetraced to a date of
entry into the federalmail systemnot later than the day
before the election, as providedin section53.17A, whichever
is earlier.

Sec. 67. NEWSECTION. 53.17A Absenteeballottracking.

1. For the purposesof this chapter:

a. “Postalservicebarcode”means a barcodepurchasedby the
sender and suppliedby the United States postal servicethat is
used to sort and track lettersand flat packagesand is printed
on an absenteeballot returnenvelopeat the directionof the
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commissionerbefore the envelopeis sent to the voter.

b. “Trackinginformationdatabase”means a database
administeredby the United States postal servicethat is
accessibleto the commissionerand containsinformation
regardingletters or flat packages.

2. a. Prior to implementingfor the first time,
discontinuingthe usageof, or reimplementingthe usage
of a postal servicebarcode and trackinginformation,the
commissionershall send notice to the state commissionerprior
to October1, 2020, for an electiontakingplace in 2020 after
that date, and by October 1l of each year thereafter.

b. The commissionershall not implementor discontinue
the use of a postal service barcodeor trackinginformation
databaseduringan electionafter an absenteeballot has been
mailed for that electionpursuantto section53.8.

c. The state commissionershall adopt rules regarding
the statewideimplementationof a postal servicebarcodeand
trackinginformationdatabase, includingproceduresto be
followedwhen usage of a postal service barcodeor the tracking
informationdatabaseis negativelyimpacted. Each commissioner
shall use a postal service barcodeand trackinginformation
databaseconsistentwith rules of the state commissioner.
Every commissionershall send notice to the state commissioner
and implement the use of a postal service barcodeand tracking
informationdatabaseprior to October 1, 2020.

3. a. An absenteeballot receivedafter the polls close
on electionday but prior to the official canvassshall be
countedif the commissionerdeterminesthat the ballot entered
the federalmail systemby the deadline specifiedin section
53.17 or 53.22. The date of entryof such an absenteeballot
into the federalmail systemshall only be verifiedas provided
in paragraph“b”.

b. (1) If the postmarkindicatesthat the absenteeballot
entered the federalmail systemby the deadlinespecified
in section53.17 or 53.22, the ballot shall be included for
canvass by the absenteeand specialvoters precinctboard.

(2) If the postmarkis illegible,missing, or datedon or
after electionday, the commissionershall attempt to verify
the ballot’sdate of entry into the federalmail system by
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queryingthe postal servicebarcodein the trackinginformation
database. If the trackinginformationdatabaseindicatesthat
the absenteeballot enteredthe federal mail system by the
deadlinespecifiedin section53.17 or 53.22, the ballot shall
be includedfor canvass by the absenteeand specialvoters
precinctboard. The commissionershall providea report to

the absenteeand special voters precinctboard regardingthe
informationavailablein the trackinginformationdatabase.

(3) If thereis a discrepancybetweenthe date indicatedby
the postmarkand the postal servicebarcode, the earlierof the
two shall determinethe date of entry of the absenteeballot
into the federalmail system.

(4) (a) If neitherthe postmarknor the postal service
barcodeindicatesthat the absenteeballot entered the federal
mail systemby the deadlinespecifiedin section53.17 or
53.22, the absenteeballot shall be sent to the absentee
and specialvoters precinctboard pursuantto subparagraph
division(b) with the numericvalue assignedto the postal
servicebarcodeand a full report from the trackinginformation
database.

(b) Up to five absenteeand special voters precinctboard
members from each politicalparty for partisanelections,
or any two membersof the board for nonpartisanelections,
shall review the postal servicebarcode and trackingdatabase
informationreport of each absenteeballot submittedpursuant
to subparagraphdivision (a) and certifythat the tracking
informationdatabasereport correspondsto the absenteeballot
by initialingthe report and the absenteeballot envelope.

If the board concludesthat the postal service barcodeand
trackinginformationdatabase report verify that the absentee
ballot enteredthe federalmail system by the deadline
specifiedin section53.17 or 53.22, the ballot shall be
counted. Otherwise, the ballot shall not be counted.

Sec. 68. Section53.22, subsection6, paragraphb, Code
2019, is amended to read as follows:

b. Absenteeballotsvoted under this subsectionshall be
deliveredto the commissionerno later than the time the polls
are closedon electionday. If the ballotis returnedby mail
the return envelopemust be receivedby the time the polls
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close, or be clearly postmarkedby an officiallyauthorized

postal serviceor bear an—intettigentmait a postal service

barcode traceableto a date of entry into the federalmail
systemnot later than the day before the election as provided
in section53.17A, and receivedby the commissionerno later

than the time establishedfor the canvassby the board of
supervisorsfor that election.

LINDA UPMEYER CHARLES SCHNEIDER
Speakerof the House Presidentof the Senate

I hereby certifythat this bill originatedin the House and
is known as House File 692, Eighty-eighthGeneral Assembly.

CARMINE BOAL
Chief Clerk of the House

Approved 2019

KIM REYNOLDS
Governor
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