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House File 764

AN ACT

RELATINGTO PUBLICATIONAND PROCEDURALPROVISIONSRELATINGTO

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONALAMENDMENTSAND INCLUDINGEFFECTIVE

DATE PROVISIONS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLYOF THE STATE OF IOWA:

Section1. Section49A.1, Code 2019, is amended to read as

follows:

49A.1 Publicationof proposedamendment.

1. Wheneverany propositionto amend the Constitutionhas

passed the general assemblyand been referred to the next

succeedinglegislature,the state commissionerof elections

generalassemblyshall cause the same to be publishedas

providedin this section, once each month, in two newspapers

of generalcirculationin each congressionaldistrictin the

state, for the time required by the Constitution.

2. For purposes of complyingwith the publication

requirementsof this section,the generalassembly shall cause

the propositionto amend the Constitutionto be published,once
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each month, in two newspapersof general circulationin each

congressionaldistrictin the state and published,during each

month, on an internet site of the general assembly.

Sec. 2. Section49A.3, Code 2019, is amendedto read as

follows:

49A.3 Proof of publication—— record—— reportto

legislature.

1. Proof of the publicationrequiredby section 49A.1

shall be filed by the generalassemblyin the office of the

state commissionerof elections,recordedin a book kept for

that purpose, and preservedby the commissioner. Proof of

publicationrequiredby this subsectionshall be made by the

generalassemblyas follows:

a. Proof of publicationby newspapershall be made by filing

in the office of the state commissionerof electionsaffidavits

of the publishersof the newspapersdesignatedby the general

assemblyfor publicationand a certificateby the general

assemblyof the selectionof such newspapers.

b. Proof of publicationon an internet site of the general

assemblyshall be made by filing a certificateby the general

assemblyin the office of the state commissionerof elections

that publicationas describedin this paragraphhas been made

as requiredby law.

2. Proof of the publicationspecifiedin sections49A.1 and

section49A.2 shall be made by the affidavitsof the publishers

of the newspapersdesignatedby the state commissionerof

electionsand such affidavits,with the certificateof the

state commissionerof the selectionof such newspapers,shall

be filed in the commissioner’soffice, recordedin a book kept

for that purpose,and preservedby the commissioner, and in the

case of constitutionalamendmentsthe commissionershall report

to the followinglegislaturethe action in the premises.

Sec. 3. Section49A.5, Code 2019, is amendedto read as

follows:

49A.5 Submissionat specialelection.

The generalassembly may provide for the submission

of a constitutionalamendmentto the people at a special

electionfor that purpose, at such time as it may prescribe,
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proclamationfor which election shall be made by the governor,

and the same shall in all respects be governedand conducted

as prescribedby law for the submissionof a constitutional

amendmentat a generalelection.

Sec. 4. Section49A.9, Code 2019, is amendedto read as

follows:

49A.9 Expenses.

Expensesincurredunder the provisionsof this chaptershall

be auditedand allowedby the directorof the departmentof

administrativeservices and paid out of any money in the state

treasurynot otherwiseappropriatedto the state commissioner

of elections.

Sec. 5. Section49A.10,Code 2019, is amendedto read as

follows:

49A.10 Actionto test legality.

1. Wheneveran amendmentto the Constitutionof the State

of Iowa shall have been proposedand agreed to by the general

assemblyand shall have been agreed to by the succeeding

generalassembly,any taxpayer may file suit in equity in

the district court at the seat of governmentof the state,

challengingthe validity,legalityor constitutionalityof

such amendment,or the procedureconnectedtherewith,and

in such suit the districtcourt shall have jurisdictionto

determinethe validity,legality or constitutionalityof said

amendmentor the procedureconnectedtherewith,and enter

its decree accordingly,and may grant a writ of injunction

enjoiningthe governorand state commissionerof elections

from submittingsuch constitutionalamendment, if it, or the

procedureconnectedtherewith,the proposed constitutional

amendmentshall have been found to be invalid, illegalor

unconstitutional.

2. An amendmentto the Constitutionof the State of Iowa

which has been proposedand agreed to by the generalassembly

and has been agreed to by the succeedinggeneralassembly

shall not be determinedinvalidin any action challengingthe

validity,legality,or constitutionalityof such amendment

in the event of an error or omission occurringwith one of

the publicationrequirementsof section49A.1 and shall be

submittedto the electoratefor ratificationat the next
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generalor special electionas determinedby the general

assembly.

Sec. 6. REPEAL. Section49A.7, Code 2019, is repealed.

Sec. 7. EFFECTIVEDATE. This Act, being deemed of immediate

importance,takes effect upon enactment.
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