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SUMMARY 
 

Synopsis: Prohibits burial of Petty’s Run archaeological excavation site. 

Type of Impact: State cost increase. 

Agencies Affected: Department of Environmental Protection, Department of the Treasury 
and State Capitol Joint Management Commission. 

 
 

Office of Legislative Services Estimate 

Fiscal Impact Year 1   Year 2   Year 3   

State Cost Indeterminate – See comments below 

 
 

•  The Office of Legislative Services has determined that the State would incur some additional 
cost to protect, preserve, stabilize and enhance the Petty’s Run archaeological excavation site 
as required by this bill. 

•  The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has estimated that closing and sealing 
the excavation site consistent with federal and State requirements, preserving significant 
finds, and providing for the future re-excavation of the site would cost approximately 
$400,000. 

•  According to the DEP, approximately $1 million has been expended on the Petty’s Run 
archaeological excavation. 

 

BILL DESCRIPTION 
 
 Assembly Bill No. 3699 (1R) of 2011 would prohibit the DEP, the State Treasurer, and the 
State Capitol Joint Management Commission from taking any action, or authorizing any action 
or activity, that would result in the closure of the Petty’s Run archaeological excavation site in 
Trenton.  The bill would prevent the historic discoveries at the site from being re-buried and 
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would require that the DEP continue the efforts to protect, preserve, stabilize and interpret the 
findings, regardless of future completion of the Capital State Park. 

FISCAL ANALYSIS 
 

EXECUTIVE BRANCH 
 
 None received. 
 

OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES 
 
 The Office of Legislative Services has determined that the State would incur some additional 
cost to protect, preserve, stabilize and enhance the Petty’s Run archaeological excavation site as 
required by this bill.  However, this cost could be less than the $400,000 amount estimated by the 
Executive to close and seal the excavation site consistent with federal and State regulations, 
preserve the significant finds, and provide for the future re-excavation of the site.  Under the bill, 
the excavation site would not be filled or covered over as proposed by the Executive. 
Presumably, this could result in a lower cost.  In addition, there would be no future costs incurred 
to re-excavate the site since it would not be backfilled. 
 

Section: Environment, Agriculture, Energy and Natural Resources 

Analyst: Joseph A. Hroncich 
Associate Fiscal Analyst 

Approved: David J. Rosen 
Legislative Budget and Finance Officer 

 
This legislative fiscal estimate has been produced by the Office of Legislative Services due to the 
failure of the Executive Branch to respond to our request for a fiscal note. 
 
This fiscal estimate has been prepared pursuant to P.L.1980, c.67 (C.52:13B-6 et seq.). 


