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Regular Session, 2006

HOUSE BILL NO. 669

BY REPRESENTATIVE M. POWELL

ELECTIONS:  Requires an election proposition which authorizes the levy or increase of a
tax to state the estimated amount reasonably expected to be collected from the
proposal for an entire year

AN ACT1

To amend and reenact R.S. 18:1284(C), relative to proposition elections; to provide for the2

content of the proposition; and to provide for related matters.3

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:4

Section 1.  R.S. 18:1284(C) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows: 5

§1284.  Resolution calling election; proposition6

*          *          *7

C.  If the purpose of the election is to authorize the levy or increase of a8

special tax, the resolution and the proposition submitted to the voters shall state the9

rate, object, and purpose for which the tax is to be levied or increased; the estimated10

amount reasonably expected to be collected from the levy or increase of the tax for11

one entire year at the time it is proposed; and, if it is to be limited as to duration, the12

number of years it is to run.13

*          *          *14

Section 2.  This Act shall become effective on July 16, 2006; if vetoed by the15

governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on16

July 16, 2006, or on the day following such approval by the legislature, whichever is later.17
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DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument.

M. Powell HB No. 669

Abstract:  Requires a proposition submitted to the voters which authorizes the levy or
increase of a tax to state the estimated amount that the governing authority
reasonably expects to collect pursuant to the levy or increase of the tax for one entire
year at the time it is proposed.

Present law (R.S. 18:1284) provides procedures for bond, debt, and tax elections and
provides that such elections be ordered by resolution of the governing authority of the
political subdivision.

Present law further provides that if the purpose of the election is to authorize the levy or
increase of a special tax, the resolution and the proposition submitted to the voters shall state
the rate, object, and purpose for which the tax is to be levied or increased and, if it is to be
limited as to duration, the number of years it is to run.  Present law also provides that the
preparation of the statement of the proposition to be submitted to the voters at an election
shall be the responsibility of the governing authority of the political subdivision ordering the
election and requires the statement of the proposition to include a simple and unbiased
concise summary in easily understood language which sets forth the substance of the
proposition, restricts the statement of the proposition, including the summary, to no more
than 400 words, requires the summary to be set in all capital letters placed at the beginning
of the statement of the proposition, and provides that the secretary of state shall be
responsible for ensuring that the statement of the proposition contains the summary.

Proposed law additionally requires the proposition submitted to the voters to state the
estimated amount reasonably expected to be collected from the levy or increase of the tax
for one entire year at the time it is proposed and otherwise retains present law.

Effective July 16, 2006.

(Amends R.S. 18:1284(C))

Summary of Amendments Adopted by House

Committee Amendments Proposed by House Committee on House and Governmental
Affairs to the original bill.

1. Requires the proposition to state the estimated tax implications of the levy or
increase of the tax on the typical individual taxpayer.

2. Specifies that the estimated amount reasonably expected to be collected for one
entire year is at the time the levy or increase of the tax is proposed.

House Floor Amendments to the engrossed  bill.

1. Removes proposed requirement that the proposition state the estimated tax
implications of the levy or increase of the tax on the typical individual taxpayer.


