
May 31, 2006 
The Honorable Chester Culver 
Secretary of State 
State Capitol Building 
L O C A L 

 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
I hereby transmit House File 2540, an Act relating to and making appropriations 
involving state government, including provisions affecting agriculture and natural 
resources, providing fees, and providing an effective date.  
 
House File 2540 is approved on this date with the following exception, which I hereby 
disapprove: 
 
I am unable to approve the item designated as Section 29 in its entirety. Not only 
does this language create an unnecessary bureaucratic step in the efficient operation of 
state government, but it also calls into question the cost-savings produced by the state 
motor pool while disregarding the benefits that the state of Iowa derives from 
maintaining a state motor pool. 
 
The cost-savings of maintaining a state motor pool are clear. In meetings with legislators 
and the private sector this legislative session and prior legislative sessions, the 
Department of Administrative Services (DAS) has continually shown that it provides a 
cost-effective service and the private sector has not shown that they can provide a similar 
service for the same or a lesser amount. It should also be noted that the state motor pool 
is a marketplace service that currently competes with the private sector for its state 
customer business. 
 
In addition, this language only addresses the fiscal impact of the state motor pool and 
does not recognize other benefits of maintaining a state motor pool. The State of Iowa 
benefits greatly from having accessibility to a full service, on-site motor pool team with 
the sole responsibility of maintaining the state motor pool, which ensures convenience to 
the motor pool's customers, state agencies. In signing Executive Order 41, I requested 
that DAS take the initiative to move its fleet towards flexible fuel vehicles (vehicles that 
that can either use E-85 or soy biodiesel). By December of 2007, 90% of eligible motor 
pool vehicles will be flexible fuel vehicles, which will encourage and contribute to the 
use of renewable fuels. 
 
The state motor pool consistently provides cost-effective services to state agencies that 
enhance the ability of state government to operate efficiently and promotes Iowa's image 
as a leader in renewable energy. 
 
For the above reasons, I respectfully disapprove this item in accordance with Article 3 
Section 16 of the Constitution of the State of Iowa. All other items in House File 2540 are 
hereby approved as of this date.  
 



Sincerely, 
Thomas J. Vilsack 
Governor 


