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Regular Session, 2010

HOUSE BILL NO. 1493    (Substitute for House Bill No. 1327 by Representative Barrow)

BY REPRESENTATIVE BARROW AND SENATORS BROOME, DORSEY,
HEITMEIER, MCPHERSON, AND NEVERS

AN ACT1

To establish requirements for the closure of the Earl K. Long Medical Center by the Board2

of Supervisors of the Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical3

College and the transfer of the hospital's medical education and inpatient hospital4

care services to Our Lady of the Lake Regional Medical Center; to provide for the5

submission of reports; and to provide for related matters.6

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:7

Section 1.  The provisions of this Act shall apply to each step necessary to facilitate8

the closure of the Earl K. Long Medical Center and the transfer of its medical education and9

inpatient hospital care to Our Lady of the Lake Regional Medical Center, including any10

contracts or agreements entered into by the Board of Supervisors of the Louisiana State11

University and Agricultural and  Mechanical College beginning any time after March 19,12

2010.  The provisions of this Act shall not apply to the renewal or extension of any contract13

in effect prior to March 19, 2010.14

Section 2.  The Board of Supervisors of the Louisiana State University and15

Agricultural and Mechanical College as part of the Louisiana State University Health16

Sciences Center shall provide a written, detailed overview and time line for the closure of17

the Earl K. Long Medical Center and the transfer of its medical education and inpatient18

hospital care to Our Lady of the Lake Regional Medical Center including the following: 19

(1)  A strategic rationale for the closure and transfer.20

(2)  An overview of key transfer objectives and a broad transfer time line.21

(3)  A detailed statement of the objectives, scope, and benefits of the transfer.22

(4)  A performance measurement for the continuation of the quality of care of23

patients.24
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Section 3.  Within ninety days of the effective date of this Act, and thirty days prior1

to the start of each legislative session thereafter, and prior to the closure of the Earl K. Long2

Medical Center and the transfer of any inpatients to Our Lady of the Lake Regional Medical3

Center, the chairman of the Board of Supervisors of the Louisiana State University4

Agricultural and Mechanical College shall provide a written status report to the House and5

Senate committees on health and welfare and to the Joint Legislative Committee on the6

Budget that includes information related to the provision of outpatient clinics, obstetrics,7

outpatient pharmacy, and prisoner care.  The report shall contain the following:8

(1) A detailed overview of the costs associated with the medical education and9

inpatient hospital services that are proposed to be transferred from the Earl K. Long Medical10

Center to Our Lady of the Lake Regional Medical Center.11

(2) A report of the measures reported to the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare12

Services through the Hospital Compare program including Hospital Outcome of Care13

Measures, Hospital Process of Care Measures, and Survey of Patients' Hospital Experiences14

measure.15

(3)  A comparison of projected employment information for each hospital prior to16

and subsequent to the closure and transfer, including the number of employees terminated,17

the number subsequently rehired, the average compensation (wages, benefits, and retirement18

contributions) of employees prior to and subsequent to closure and transfer, a comparison19

of average compensation of employees terminated and subsequently rehired prior to and20

subsequent to the closure and transfer, and a comparison of the projected number of21

credentialed professionals by category, including but not limited to medical doctors,22

registered nurses, and licensed practical nurses.23

(4)  A comparison of projected costs to the state of Louisiana to deliver the hospital24

services via the closure and transfer of services with the costs had Earl K. Long Medical25

Center delivered the same services, including but not limited to per diem costs per inpatient26

care.  Such costs shall include capital costs whether or not such costs are reflected in the27

cooperative endeavor or elsewhere in the state budget.28

(5) A comparison of the projected costs for all services which are performed at Earl29

K. Long Medical Center but which are not included in the cooperative endeavor agreement30
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which has been entered into with Our Lady of the Lake Regional Medical Center, including1

but not limited to outpatient clinics, obstetrics, pharmacy, and prisoner care.2

Section 4. The Department of Health and Hospitals shall provide all information3

requested by Louisiana State University which is appropriate to fulfill the requirements of4

this Act.5

Section 5.  This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not6

signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become law without signature7

by the governor, as provided by Article III, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana.  If8

vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become9

effective on the day following such approval.10

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:  
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VETO MESSAGE

I agree with the premise of House Bill No. 1493 that the Legislature should be fully
informed throughout the transfer of certain medical education and inpatient hospital services
from Earl K. Long Medical Center to Our Lady of the Lake Regional Medical Center.  

However, I am concerned that this legislation will result in unnecessary hurdles and potential
delays as the State moves to create a public-private partnership that will promote access and
quality healthcare for patients in the greater Baton Rouge area.  This process will result in
a free-standing Urgent Care Clinic in north Baton Rouge, the first Level 1 trauma unit in the
region, and a new medical education building to train and retain more Louisiana doctors. 

I will continue to encourage LSU to work with the local delegation to maintain an open line
of communication with the Legislature and the Baton Rouge community.  LSU and Our
Lady of the Lake have already negotiated a detailed Cooperative Endeavor Agreement at the
request of the Legislature in 2009; they have sought and received the approval of the Joint
Legislative Committee on the Budget; and the Legislature has subsequently approved the
funding to move this project forward.  I see no reason to require additional reporting that
could result in delays for this vital undertaking.  

Therefore, I have vetoed House Bill No. 1493 and hereby return it to the House of
Representatives.


