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A BILL

TO AMEND SECTION 12-37-220 OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO PROPERTY TAX 
EXEMPTIONS, TO CLARIFY THAT A WATERCRAFT AND ITS MOTOR MAY NOT RECEIVE A 
FORTY-TWO AND 75/100 PERCENT EXEMPTION IF THE BOAT OR WATERCRAFT IS 
CLASSIFIED AS A PRIMARY OR SECONDARY RESIDENCE FOR PROPERTY TAX PURPOSES; 
TO AMEND SECTION 12-37-224, RELATING TO BOATS AS A PRIMARY OR SECONDARY 
RESIDENCE, TO PROVIDE THAT A BOAT OR WATERCRAFT THAT CONTAINS A COOKING 
AREA WITH AN ONBOARD POWER SOURCE, A TOILET WITH EXTERIOR EVACUATION, 
AND A SLEEPING QUARTER, SHALL BE CONSIDERED A PRIMARY OR SECONDARY 
RESIDENCE FOR PURPOSES OF AD VALOREM PROPERTY TAXATION IN THIS STATE; AND 
TO AMEND SECTION 12-37-714, RELATING TO BOATS WITH A SITUS IN THIS STATE, TO 
PROVIDE THAT UPON AN ORDINANCE PASSED BY THE LOCAL GOVERNING BODY, A 
COUNTY MAY SUBJECT A BOAT, INCLUDING ITS MOTOR IF THE MOTOR IS SEPARATELY 
TAXED, TO PROPERTY TAX IF IT IS WITHIN THIS STATE FOR NINETY DAYS IN THE 
AGGREGATE, REGARDLESS OF THE NUMBER OF CONSECUTIVE DAYS. 

Amend Title To Conform 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina: 

SECTION    1.    Section 12-37-220(B)(38)(b) of the 1976 Code is amended to read: 

"(b)    By ordinance, a governing body of a county may exempt from the property tax, forty-two and 
75/100 percent of the fair market value of a watercraft and its motor. This exemption for a watercraft 
motor applies whether the motor is located in, attached to, or detached from the watercraft. This 
exemption does not apply to a boat or watercraft classified for property tax purposes as a primary or 
secondary residence pursuant to Section 12-37-224." 

SECTION    2.    Section 12-37-714(2) of the 1976 Code is amended to read: 

"(2)    A boat, including its motor if the motor is separately taxed, which is not currently taxed in this 
State and is not used exclusively in interstate commerce, is subject to property tax in this State if it is 
present within this State for sixty consecutive days or for ninety days in the aggregate in a property tax 
year, or upon an ordinance passed by the local governing body, one hundred eighty days in the 
aggregate in a property tax year. Upon an ordinance passed by the local governing body, a county may 
subject a boat, including its motor if the motor is separately taxed, to property tax if it is within this 



State for ninety days in the aggregate, regardless of the number of consecutive days. Also, upon an 
ordinance passed by the local governing body, a county may increase the number of days in the 
aggregate a boat, including its motor if the motor is taxed separately, must be in this State to be subject 
to property tax to one hundred eighty days in a property tax year, regardless of the number of 
consecutive days. Upon written request by a tax official, the owner must provide documentation or logs 
relating to the whereabouts of the boat in question. Failure to produce requested documents creates a 
rebuttable presumption that the boat in question is taxable within this State." 

SECTION    3.    Section 12-37-224 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 66 of 2007, is further 
amended to read: 

"Section 12-37-224.    (A)    A motor home, a boat or watercraft, or trailer used for camping and 
recreational travel that is pulled by a motor vehicle on which the interest portion of indebtedness is 
deductible pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code as an interest expense on a qualified primary or 
secondary residence also is a primary or secondary residence for purposes of ad valorem property 
taxation in this State. The fair market value of a motor home, a boat or watercraft, or trailer used for 
camping and recreational travel that is pulled by a motor vehicle classified for property tax purposes as 
a primary or secondary residence pursuant to this section must be determined in the manner that motor 
vehicles are valued for property tax purposes. 

(B)(1)    A person who owns a boat or watercraft that contains a cooking area with an onboard power 
source, a toilet with exterior evacuation, and a sleeping quarter, may claim one boat or watercraft as a 
primary residence and one boat or watercraft as a secondary residence for purposes of ad valorem 
property taxation in this State. The fair market value of the boat or watercraft classified for property tax 
purposes as a primary or secondary residence pursuant to this section must be determined in the manner 
that motor vehicles are valued for property tax purposes. A boat or watercraft classified for property tax 
purposes as a primary or secondary residence pursuant to this section is not a watercraft or motor for 
purposes of Section 12-37-220(B)(38). 

(2)    Only an individual may claim a qualifying boat or watercraft as his primary residence for 
purposes of ad valorem property taxation. The individual or his agent must certify the qualifying boat 
or watercraft as his primary residence pursuant to Section 12-43-220(c)(2)(ii). Additionally, the 
individual or his agent must provide any proof the assessor requires pursuant to Section 12-43-220(c)
(2)(iv). One other qualifying boat or watercraft owned by an individual that cannot be considered a 
primary residence, or one other qualifying boat or watercraft owned by another person shall be 
considered a secondary residence for purposes of ad valorem property taxation. 

(3)    For purposes of this subsection a person includes an individual, a sole proprietorship, partnership, 
and an 'S' corporation, including a limited liability company taxed as sole proprietorship, partnership, 
or 'S' corporation." 

SECTION    4.    Section 50-23-295 of the 1976 Code, as added by Act 91 of 2007, is amended to read: 

"Section 50-23-295.    (A)    A certificate of title to watercraft or an outboard motor may not be 
transferred if the department has notice that property taxes for property tax years beginning after 1999, 
are owed on the watercraft or outboard motor. If transfer of title has been denied pursuant to this 
section, a tax receipt on the watercraft or outboard motor from the person officially charged with the 
collection of ad valorem taxes in the county where the taxes are due must be accepted as proof that the 
taxes have been paid. The bill of sale or title to watercraft or an outboard motor must require 
certification that property taxes that are due and payable for property tax years beginning after 1999, 
have been paid and are current as of the date of sale. 

(B)    A person who knowingly sells a watercraft for which he owes unpaid and outstanding property 



taxes, or on which he knows there is a property tax lien, is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 
conviction, must be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than thirty days. 
In addition to all applicable criminal penalties, falsely signing such a certification subjects the person 
signing the certification to a fee of five hundred dollars and suspension of any title issued in the 
applicant's name by the department. The title can be reinstated upon proof to the department of 
payment of all taxes due and payment of the five-hundred-dollar fee to the department a seller who 
falsely signs the certification required by subsection (A), that property taxes are current and paid on a 
watercraft transferred to the buyer, is liable to the buyer for three times the amount of damages directly 
associated with the false certification, as well as applicable costs and reasonable attorney's fees. 

(C)    The county treasurer or other appropriate official annually, or more frequently as the county 
considers appropriate, shall transmit a list of delinquent taxes due on watercraft and outboard motors to 
the department. The list may be transmitted in any electronic format considered acceptable by the 
department." 

SECTION    5.    This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor. 
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