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Regular Session, 2006

HOUSE BILL NO. 850

BY REPRESENTATIVES BEARD AND SCHNEIDER

AN ACT1

To enact R.S. 18:1505.2(S), relative to campaign contributions from persons who have2

entered into certain transactions; to prohibit such persons from making contributions3

to certain elected officials; to prohibit elected officials from accepting campaign4

contributions from such persons; to provide relative to penalties; to provide relative5

to definitions; to provide relative to dates of application; and to provide for related6

matters.7

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:8

Section 1.  R.S. 18:1505.2(S) is hereby enacted to read as follows: 9

§1505.2.  Contributions; expenditures; certain prohibitions and limitations10

*          *          *11

S.(1)  The Legislature of Louisiana recognizes the importance of retaining the12

confidence of its citizens and citizens of the United States in the operation of our13

state and local government by preventing influence and the appearance of influence14

of elected officials with respect to campaign contributions made by persons who15

have entered into certain transactions related to hurricane rebuilding efforts when16

such transactions are under the jurisdiction or supervision of the agency of the17

elected official.18

(2)(a)  No person who has entered into a contract or a direct subcontract of19

such contract or a transaction to provide goods or services related to hurricane20

rebuilding efforts which contract or transaction is not publicly or competitively bid21

shall make a contribution to an elected official if such contract or transaction is under22

the jurisdiction or supervision of the agency of the elected official.  Any person who23

violates the provisions of this Subparagraph shall be assessed a penalty equal to24

twice the amount of the contribution.25
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(b)  No elected official shall accept a contribution from any person who has1

entered into a contract or a direct subcontract of such contract or a transaction to2

provide goods or services related to hurricane rebuilding efforts which contract or3

transaction is not publicly or competitively bid if such contract or transaction is4

under the jurisdiction or supervision of the agency of the elected official.  Any5

elected official who violates the provisions of this Subparagraph knowingly and6

willfully shall be assessed a penalty equal to twice the amount of the contribution.7

(c)  Any contribution prohibited in this Subsection that is received by an8

elected official shall escheat to the state and shall be paid over to the state by such9

elected official.10

(d)  For purposes of this Subsection, "hurricane rebuilding efforts" means11

any project for the improvement, construction, erection, reconstruction, modification,12

repair, demolition, or other physical change of an immovable or its component parts13

damaged or destroyed or necessitated by Hurricane Katrina or Hurricane Rita.  The14

civil penalties provided for in R.S. 18:1505.5 and the criminal penalties provided for15

in R.S. 18:1505.6(C) shall not apply to violations of this Subsection.  The provisions16

of this Subsection shall be effective for a period of three years following the17

effective date of this Subsection.18

Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not19

signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become law without signature20

by the governor, as provided by Article III, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana.  If21

vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become22

effective on the day following such approval.23

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA
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