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Regular Session, 2009

HOUSE BILL NO. 834

BY REPRESENTATIVE STIAES

Prefiled pursuant to Article III, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

COUNSELORS:  Provides relative to Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists

AN ACT1

To amend and reenact R.S. 37:1103(12) and 1116(C)(1), relative to licensed marriage and2

family therapists; to provide for a change in definitions; to provide for graduate level3

coursework that is equivalent to a master's degree in marriage and family therapy;4

and to provide for related matters.5

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:6

Section 1.  R.S. 37:1103(12) and 1116(C)(1) are hereby amended and reenacted to7

read as follows:8

§1103.  Definitions9

*          *          *10

(12)  "Recognized educational institution" for a licensed marriage and family11

therapist means a post-graduate postgraduate training institute or any regionally12

accredited educational institution which grants a master's or doctoral degree which13

meets the educational standards established by the Commission on Accreditation for14

Marriage and Family Therapy Education or, until June 30, 2003, the standards for15

marriage and family counseling or therapy established by the Council on16

Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs.17

*          *          *18
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§1116.  Licensure application for marriage and family therapists1

*          *          *2

C.  Any person who applies to the board for licensure as a marriage and3

family therapist after June 30, 2004, and who meets the requirements of Subsection4

A of this Section shall be recommended by the advisory committee to the board for5

issuance of a license by the board upon providing satisfactory evidence to the6

advisory committee that such person meets the following  education and experience7

requirements:8

(1)  A master's degree or a doctoral degree in marriage and family therapy9

from a recognized educational institution as defined in R.S. 37:1103(12) or a10

graduate degree in an allied field from a recognized educational institution as defined11

in R.S. 37:1103(12) and graduate level coursework which is equivalent to a master's12

degree in marriage and family therapy as determined by the advisory committee. and13

is evidenced by certified transcripts demonstrating completion of coursework in the14

following areas:15

(a)  Two or three semester courses, each course consisting of at least three16

hours, in Marriage and Family Therapy Foundations which includes coursework in17

the following areas: historical development, theoretical and empirical foundations,18

and contemporary conceptual directions of the field of marriage and family therapy.19

These areas shall provide a comprehensive survey and substantive understanding of20

the major models of marriage and family therapy.  Students should be able to21

conceptualize and distinguish the critical epistemological issues in the profession of22

marriage and family therapy.  If the applicant has five Marriage and Family Clinical23

Practice semester courses, each course consisting of at least three hours, then he is24

only required to obtain two semester courses in Marriage and Family Therapy25

Foundations.26

(b)  Four or five semester courses, each course consisting of at least three27

hours, in Marriage and Family Therapy Clinical Practice which includes coursework28

in the following areas: relational and systematic perspectives, psychopharmacology,29
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physical health and illness, traditional psychodiagnostic categories, the assessment1

and treatment of major health issues, a wide variety of presenting problems,2

including but not limited to issues of gender, sexual functioning, sexual orientation,3

and sex therapy.4

(c)  Two semester courses, each course consisting of at least three hours, in5

Individual Development and Family Relations which includes coursework in the6

following areas: individual development across the lifespan and family development7

across the lifespan.8

(d)  One semester course consisting of at least three hours, in Professional9

Identity and Ethics which includes coursework in the following areas: professional10

identity, professional socialization, scope of practice, membership in professional11

organizations, licensure, and certification, confidentiality issues, legal and ethical12

responsibilities of the profession, and recordkeeping.  A generic course in ethics does13

not meet this requirement.14

(e)  One semester course consisting of at least three hours, in Marriage and15

Family Therapy Research which includes coursework in the following areas:16

research in marriage and family therapy while addressing research methodology,17

data analysis, and the evaluation of both quantitative and qualitative methods.18

(f)  One semester course consisting of at least three hours, in additional19

learning relevant to the field of Marriage and Family Therapy which includes course20

work that augments student's specialized interest and background in individual and21

family therapy.  The course work may be selected from a variety of disciplines.22

*          *          *23

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services.  It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument.  The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent.  [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Stiaes HB No. 834

Abstract:  Requires the completion of specified coursework for licensing as a marriage and
family therapist. 
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Present law defines "recognized educational institution" as a training institute or regionally
accredited educational institution which grants a master's or doctoral degree meeting
standards established by the Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and Family Therapy
Education.

Proposed law retains present law definition but clarifies that the institution must meet the
educational standards established by the commission.

Present law requires at least two years of supervised clinical experience in the practice of
marriage and family therapy. 

Proposed law makes a technical change.

Present law requires an applicant for licensure as a marriage and family therapist after June
30, 2004, who meets the certain requirements to be recommended by the advisory committee
to the board for issuance of a license by the board upon providing satisfactory evidence to
the advisory committee that such person meets the following education and experience
requirements:

(1) A master's degree or a doctoral degree in marriage and family therapy from a
recognized educational institution as defined in R.S. 37:1103(12) or a graduate
degree in an allied field from a recognized educational institution as defined in R.S.
37:1103(12) and graduate level coursework which is equivalent to a master's degree
in marriage and family therapy as determined by the advisory committee. 

(2) Successful completion of two calendar years of work experience in marriage and
family therapy under qualified supervision as defined in present law following
receipt of a qualifying degree.

(3) Passage of an examination administered by the board.

Proposed law removes the authority of the advisory committee to determine the type of
coursework that is the equivalent of a master's degree in marriage and family therapy.
Instead, adds a requirement that applicants submit certified transcripts evidencing
completion of courses in the following areas: 

(1) Two or three semester courses, each course consisting of at least three hours, in
Marriage and Family Therapy Foundations which includes coursework in the
following areas: historical development, theoretical and empirical foundations, and
contemporary conceptual directions of the field of marriage and family therapy.
These areas shall provide a comprehensive survey and substantive understanding of
the major models of marriage and family therapy.  Students should be able to
conceptualize and distinguish the critical epistemological issues in the profession of
marriage and family therapy.  If the applicant has five Marriage and Family Clinical
practice semester courses, each course consisting of at least three hours, then he is
only required to obtain two semester courses, each course consisting of at least three
hours, in the aforementioned Marriage and Family Therapy Foundations.

(2) Four or five semester courses, each course consisting of at least three hours, in
Marriage and Family Therapy Clinical Practice which includes coursework in the
following areas: relational and systematic perspectives, psychopharmacology,
physical health and illness, traditional psychodiagnostic categories, the assessment
and treatment of major health issues, a wide variety of presenting problems,
including but not limited to issues of gender, sexual functioning, sexual orientation,
and sex therapy.

(3) Two semester courses, each course consisting of at least three hours, in Individual
Development and Family Relations which includes coursework in the following
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areas: individual development across the lifespan and family development across the
lifespan;

(4) One semester course, such course consisting of at least three hours, in Professional
Identity and Ethics which includes coursework in the following areas: professional
identity, professional socialization, scope of practice, membership in professional
organizations, licensure, and certification, confidentiality issues, legal and ethical
responsibilities of the profession, and recordkeeping.  A generic course in ethics does
not meet this requirement.

(5) One semester course, such course consisting of at least three hours, in Marriage and
Family Therapy Research which includes coursework in the following areas:
research in marriage and family therapy while addressing research methodology,
data analysis, and the evaluation of both quantitative and qualitative methods.

(6) One semester course, such course consisting of at least three hours, in additional
learning relevant to the field of Marriage and Family Therapy which includes
coursework that augments student's specialized interest and background in individual
and family therapy.  Such coursework may be selected from a variety of disciplines.

(Amends R.S. 37:1103(12) and 1116(B)(2) and (C)(1))

Summary of Amendments Adopted by House

Committee Amendments Proposed by House Committee on Commerce to the original
bill.

1. Changes the definition of "recognized educational institution".

2. Makes changes from the hours requirement to courses and requires that each
course consist of at least three hours.

3. Makes a technical change.


