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Regular Session, 2008

HOUSE BILL NO. 734

BY REPRESENTATIVE TRAHAN

AN ACT1

To enact R.S. 17:3351(A)(5)(e), relative to tuition and mandatory attendance fees; to2

authorize each public postsecondary education management board to establish tuition3

and mandatory fee amounts for resident students; to provide for adjustments to such4

amounts; to provide relative to certain guidelines established by the Board of5

Regents; to provide for waivers; to provide for effectiveness; and to provide for6

related matters.7

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:8

Section 1.  R.S. 17:3351(A)(5)(e) is hereby enacted to read as follows: 9

§3351.  General powers, duties, and functions of college and university boards10

A.  Subject only to the powers of the Board of Regents specifically11

enumerated in Article VIII, Section 5 of the Constitution of Louisiana, and as12

otherwise provided by law, each postsecondary system management board as a body13

corporate shall have authority to exercise power necessary to supervise and manage14

the institutions of postsecondary education under its control, including but not15

limited to the following:16

*          *          *17

(5)18

*          *          *19

(e)(i)  In accordance with Article VII, Section 2.1(A) of the Constitution of20

Louisiana and in addition to any other authority provided by this Paragraph, each21

management board may establish tuition and mandatory attendance fee amounts22

applicable to resident students at an institution under its supervision and management23

and, effective July 1, 2008, may adjust such tuition and mandatory fee amounts at24
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a rate not to exceed three percent annually if the tuition and mandatory fee amount1

in effect for the institution is ten percent or less below the average or median tuition2

and mandatory fee amount of the institution's peers, at a rate not to exceed four3

percent annually if the tuition and mandatory fee amount in effect for the institution4

is more than ten percent but less than twenty percent below the average or median5

tuition and mandatory fee amount of the institution's peers, or at a rate not to exceed6

five percent annually if the tuition and mandatory fee amount in effect for the7

institution is twenty percent or more below the average or median tuition and8

mandatory fee amount of the institution's peers.  The Board of Regents shall9

establish guidelines on the use of data available from the Southern Regional10

Education Board and other national sources in determining appropriate institution11

peers and peer average or median tuition and mandatory fee rates.  Such guidelines12

shall be adopted after consultation and coordination with the management boards.13

The authority to increase tuition and mandatory fee amounts granted by the14

provisions of this Subparagraph shall be applicable for the 2008-2009, 2009-2010,15

2010-2011, and 2011-2012 academic years only and shall terminate June 30, 2012.16

Beginning with the 2009-2010 academic year, the authority to increase tuition and17

mandatory fee amounts granted by the provisions of this Subparagraph shall be18

subject to the approval of the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget.19

(ii)  The authority granted each management board by this Subparagraph to20

establish tuition and mandatory fee amounts shall include the authority to establish21

proportional amounts applicable to part-time students and to students enrolled for22

summer and intersession terms.23

(iii)  Prior to imposing any increase or increases in tuition or mandatory24

attendance fee amounts, or both, established pursuant to the provisions of this25

Subparagraph, each management board shall establish criteria for waivers of such26

increase or increases in cases of financial hardship.  Information about such waivers27

and the criteria and procedures for obtaining a waiver shall be made available to all28

prospective students affected by the increase or increases in a timely manner such29

that the prospective student can be aware of the increase or increases and the30
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availability of waivers prior to the student making any final decision concerning1

attendance at the college or university.2

*          *          *3

Section 2.  This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not4

signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become law without signature5

by the governor, as provided by Article III, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana.  If6

vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become7

effective on the day following such approval.8

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:  


