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CHAPTER 

An act to add Sections 4005.2, 4005.3, and 4005.4 to the Fish
and Game Code, relating to trapping.

legislative counsel’s digest

AB 1477, Soto. Trapping.
Under existing law, a person who takes fur-bearing mammals

or nongame mammals by means of a trap, or who sells furs of
those mammals, is required to obtain a trapping license from the
Department of Fish and Game. Persons taking mammals injurious
to growing crops or other property are exempted from the trapping
license requirement, except for those persons providing trapping
services for profit, who are required to obtain a trapping license
from the department.

This bill would require the department, by January 1, 2009, to
approve a standardized form containing specified matter, to be
titled the “California Wildlife Property Damage Form.” The bill
would require that a reasonable effort be made to ensure that every
animal that is not a target animal, as defined, that is ensnared in a
trap and that is healthy and uninjured is released immediately at
the site of a trap, and would also require that a reasonable effort
be made to ensure that ill or injured ensnared animals that are not
target animals are not released, but instead are taken promptly to
a humane society, animal regulation department of a public entity,
licensed wildlife rehabilitator, or veterinarian. The bill would
require that a reasonable effort be made to notify the owner of any
domesticated animal that is injured or killed by a trap of the
whereabouts and current condition of the animal. The bill would
require any person who fails to renew or otherwise hold a valid
trapping license for a period of 365 days or longer to apply for a
new license and to pass a required test before receiving a trapping
license. The bill would require that a person providing trapping
services for profit, as a condition for maintaining a trapping license,
complete a specified program of continuing education. Because a
violation of the trapping requirements is a crime under existing
law, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program by
expanding the definition of a crime.
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The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the
state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by
this act for a specified reason.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 4005.2 is added to the Fish and Game
Code, to read:

4005.2. (a)  This section applies only to a person providing
trapping services for profit who is required to hold a trapping
license pursuant to Section 4005.

(b)  As used in this article, “target animal” means the animal,
for which a trap is set.

(c)  A reasonable effort shall be made to ensure that every animal
that is not a target animal that is ensnared in a trap and that is
healthy and uninjured is released immediately at the site of a trap.

(d)  A reasonable effort shall be made to ensure that every animal
that is not a target animal that is ensnared in a trap that is ill or
injured is not released and is taken promptly to a humane society,
animal regulation department of a public entity, licensed wildlife
rehabilitator, or his or her designee, or veterinarian.

(e)  A reasonable effort shall be made to notify the owner of any
domesticated animal that is injured or killed by a trap of the
whereabouts and current condition of the animal.

(f)  The Legislature finds and declares both of the following:
(1)  It is not the intent of the Legislature in adding this section

to establish any new requirement that a humane society, animal
regulation department of a public entity, wildlife rehabilitator, or
veterinarian accept an ill or injured animal that is brought to the
entity in accordance with this section.

(2)  It is not the intent of the Legislature in adding this section
to mandate that a humane society, animal regulation department
of a public entity, licensed wildlife rehabilitator, or veterinarian
amend existing policies and procedures governing the acceptance
or intake of animals.

SEC. 2. Section 4005.3 is added to the Fish and Game Code,
to read:
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4005.3. The department shall, by January 1, 2009, approve a
standardized form to be titled the “California Wildlife Property
Damage Form” that includes all of the following:

(a)  Permissible available nonlethal wildlife control options,
including environment and habitat modification, repellents and
frightening techniques, exclusion techniques, and live trapping
and release.

(b)  A summary of current laws relative to trapping services for
profit.

(c)  A certification, for execution by a person providing trapping
services for profit pursuant to Section 4005, that attests to each of
the following:

(1)  That the client has been adequately informed of permissible
available nonlethal wildlife control options.

(2)  The specific wildlife control options to be employed on
behalf of the client.

(3)  That the client has been supplied with a copy of the form.
(d)  The California Wildlife Property Damage Form shall be

executed and supplied to the client prior to the person providing
trapping services for profit beginning work at the site.

SEC. 3. Section 4005.4 is added to the Fish and Game Code,
to read:

4005.4. (a)  A person who fails to renew or otherwise hold a
valid trapping license for a period of 365 days or longer, shall be
required to apply for a new license and to pass the test required in
subdivision (b) of Section 4005, before receiving a trapping license.

(b)  (1)  A person providing trapping services for profit shall, as
a condition for maintaining a trapping license, complete a program
of continuing education that includes at least 20 hours of
coursework every two years in one or more of the following
subjects:

(A)  Wildlife damage identification and site evaluation.
(B)  Techniques to prevent the reoccurrence of wildlife conflicts.
(C)  The humane capture and handling of wildlife.
(D)  Methods of nonlethal resolution of common nuisance

wildlife problems, including frightening devices, repellants,
one-way door exclusion and other exclusion methods, habitat
modification, and live trapping and releasing.

(E)  Wildlife biology and ecology.
(F)  Disease hazards and risks.
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(G)  The humane handling of animals that are ensnared that are
not a target animal.

(H)  Laws pertaining to the incidental trapping of threatened or
endangered species.

(I)  Laws pertaining to the relocation or rehabilitation of captured
animals.

(J)  Laws and regulations pertaining to those persons required
to be licensed pursuant to Section 4005.

(K)  Lawful trapping techniques.
(2)  Successful completion of continuing education in vertebrate

pest control approved by the Director of the Department of
Pesticide Regulation pursuant to Chapter 3 (commencing with
Section 6500) of Title 3 of the California Code of Regulations,
and satisfying any of the course content requirements of
subparagraphs (A) to (K), inclusive, of paragraph (1), shall satisfy
the corresponding number of hours of the 20-hour continuing
education requirement of this subdivision.

(3)  Successful completion of continuing education in vertebrate
pest control approved by the Structural Pest Control Board pursuant
to Sections 8593 and 8593.1 of the Business and Professions Code,
and satisfying any of the course content requirements of
subparagraphs (A) to (K), inclusive, of paragraph (1), shall satisfy
the corresponding number of hours of the 20-hour continuing
education requirements of this subdivision.

(4)  Successful completion of courses offered over the Internet
may be used to satisfy the continuing education requirement of
this subdivision.

(5)  The holder of a trapping license shall submit proof to the
department of having successfully completed a course of continuing
education pursuant to this subdivision.

SEC. 4. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California
Constitution.
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