
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
STATE OF MONTANA 

STEVE BULLOCK JOHN WALSH 
GOVER"OR LT. GOVERNOR 

April 22, 2013 

The Honorable Mark Blasdel 
Speaker of the House 
State Capital 
Helena, MT 59620 

The Honorable Jeff Essmann 
President of the Senate 
State Capital 
Helena, MT 59620 

Dear Speaker Blasdel and President Essmann: 

In accordance with the power vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and the laws of the State 
of Montana, I hereby veto House Bill 30 (HB 30), "AN ACT REVISING THE CLOSE OF LATE 
VOTER REGISTRATION; ENSURING COMPLIANCE WITH THE NATIONAL VOTER 
REGISTRATION ACT; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-2-301, 13-2-304, 13-19-207, AND 61-5-107, 
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

In 2005, the 59th Montana Legislature passed a measure that allowed an eligible voter to register at 
any time leading up to and including on Election Day. That measure passed with large, bipartisan 
support - 141 to 9. Since then, 28,000 Montanans have registered and voted on Election Day and 
our democracy is better for it. 

The nearly unanimous passage of Election Day Registration ensured that a lifelong voter would not 
be denied the opportunity to participate because a clerical error removed them from the voting rolls 
or a political operative attempted to purge them. 

HB 30 seeks to eliminate those protections voters rely on. 

Proponents of this measure cited long lines on Election Day as their primary reason for passing HB 
30 and denying some eligible Montanans the right to participate in our democracy. I believe that the 
registration and voting process should become more convenient so that every eligible Montanan can 
have their say in our elections that includes ensuring that election officials have the tools they need 
to conduct elections efficiently. Regardless of whom they supported, we should celebrate that some 
Montanans would wait in line for several hours to cast their ballot and ensure their voices were 
heard - not using it as an excuse to make it more difficult for Montanans to exercise their rights. 
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If implemented, HB 30 could deny the fundamental right to the ballot to a senior citizen who moved 
into an assisted living facility. It could also disallow an active duty military member from voting 
because she happened to be deployed during an arbitrarily prescribed voter registration period. 

I don't believe it is wise for elected leaders to step on the freedoms that Montanans expect us to 

protect. For these reasons, I respectfully request that you sustain my veto. 


Sincerely, 

~ 
STEVE BULLOCK 

Governor 


cc: 	 Legislative Services Division 

Secretary of State 



