
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
STATE OF MONTANA 

STEVE BULLOCK JOHN \VALSH 
GOVERNOR LT. GOVERNOR 

April 26, 2013 

The Honorable Linda McCulloch 
Secretary of State 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT 59620 

Dear Secretary McCulloch: 

In accordance with the power vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and the laws of the State 
of Montana, I hereby veto Senate Bill 250 (SB 250), "AN ACT CREATING REQUIREMENTS 
FOR THE GOOD NEIGHBOR POLICY AND FOR LAND ACQUISITIONS BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS; PRIORITIZING MAINTENANCE ON 
ACQUIRED LANDS; DELETING REPORTING REQUIREMENTS; REMOVING THE 
STATUTORY APPROPRIATION FOR MAINTENANCE OF ACQUIRED LANDS; 
REPEALING THE SUNSET ON GOOD NEIGHBOR LAWS; AMENDING SECTIONS 17-7-502, 
23-1-126,87-1-209, AND 87-1-230, MCA; REPEALING SECTION 8, CHAPTER 427, LAWS OF 
2009; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

The Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP), members of the Legislature, hunters, 
anglers, landowners, and virtually all Montanans share the common goal of ensuring that state 
government has the authority, direction, funding, and staffing necessary to effectively and efficiently 
operate and maintain state-owned land. SB 250 is directly contrary to that goal. 

Existing law requires that when FWP purchases land, it must deposit an amount equal to 20 percent 
of the purchase price into a maintenance account. SB 250 unreasonably earmarks these deposits 
specifically to each property, rather than allowing FWP the flexibility it needs for operations and 
maintenance on the highest priority needs. This restriction would result in some properties having 
unspent funds sitting in earmarked accounts, while other properties lack the funds necessary to 
provide needed care. 

FWP, like any landowner, must be able to determine maintenance priorities according to need. 
Whether it is weed infestations, fences that need fixing, impassable roads, or a multitude of other 
issues faced by landowners, FWP must be able to respond, and should not be limited by an arbitrary 
formula that serves no purpose. As demonstrated by recent unforeseen or catastrophic events, like 
the wildfires in eastern Montana last year, or the major flooding of the previous year, FWP needs the 
flexibility to move operations and maintenance funding from one property to another. 
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I strongly endorse the "good neighbor policy" as a critical tool for improving the relationship 
between FWP and landowners. I note that a bill which would have continued this worthwhile 
program, without playing politics, was tabled in the Senate Fish and Game Committee. That's a 
shame. 

I have asked FWP and the FWP Commission to do a critical assessment of the agency's land 
holdings, including the successes and challenges of the good neighbor policy. I am hopeful that this 
review will provide an opportunity for productive public dialogue which, sadly, has been lacking. 

For these reasons, I veto SB 250. 

Sincerely, 

~~----
STEVE BULLOCK 

Governor 


cc: 	 Legislative Services Division 

Jeff Essmann, President of the Senate 

Mark Blasdel, Speaker of the House 



