
 

State of New Mexico 
 

April 5, 2013 

 

HOUSE EXECUTIVE MESSAGE NO. 37 
 

 

The Honorable W. Ken Martinez and 

Members of the House of Representatives 

State Capitol Building 

Santa Fe, NM 87501 

 

Honorable Speaker Martinez and Members of the House:  

 

Pursuant to the Constitution of the State of New Mexico, Article IV, Section 22, I 

hereby VETO and return HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR 

HOUSE VOTERS AND ELECTIONS COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE 

BILL 133, as amended, which was enacted by the Fifty-First Legislature, First Session, 

2013. 

 

House Bill 133 attempts to increase transparency, but includes provisions that are 

actually less stringent than the current reporting requirements for many prospective 

contractors. 

Current statute requires prospective contractors to disclose all campaign contributions 

over $250, including those given by a family member or a representative, to an 

applicable public official of the state or a local public body within two years prior to the 

date a proposal is submitted. This bill would only require disclosure for contributions in 

excess of $1,000, and it would only pertain to contracts or a combination of contracts of 

$50,000 or more.   

Current statute also already prohibits a prospective contractor or a family member or 

representative of the prospective contractor from giving contributions to applicable 

public officials during the pendency of the procurement process.  

While I would support the bill’s intent to post this information on the Sunshine Portal, 

political contributions are publicly reported and may be found on the Secretary of 

State’s website.  

 



In regard to increasing transparency and oversight, I was pleased to sign Senate Bill 

182, which will  reduce abuse of sole source and emergency procurements and will 

require the posting of these contracts on the Sunshine Portal and local public body 

websites. I have also signed Senate Bill 448, which will strengthen the suspension and 

debarment provisions for contractors who violate the Procurement Code. 

I urge the Legislature to continue investigating Chapter 13, Article I, Section 191.1 

NMSA 1978 to determine ways to increase the transparency, in a responsible manner, 

in current statute related to campaign contribution disclosure by prospective 

contractors.  

Respectfully yours, 

 

 
Susana Martinez 

Governor 

 

 

RECEIVED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

 

 

 


