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The Honorable Mary Kay Papen, President Pro Tempore 
And Members of the New Mexico State Senate 
State Capitol Building 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
 
Dear President Pro Tempore Papen and Members of the Senate:  
 
Pursuant to the Constitution of the State of New Mexico, Article IV, Section 22, I hereby 
VETO and return SENATE BILL 416, as amended, which was enacted during the Fifty-
First Legislature, First Session, 2013. 
 
In order for New Mexico to thrive economically, we must be competitive with our 
surrounding states, in terms of our tax code, regulatory environment, and the minimum 
wage.   
 
I was clear with lawmakers that I support an increase in the minimum wage in New 
Mexico—one that would put us on a level playing field with neighboring states. In fact, I 
supported increasing the minimum wage to $7.80 per hour, which would have been tied 
for the highest wage rate in our region, identical to Arizona's. It would have been four 
times the percentage increase in teacher salaries that was passed by the Legislature in the 
budget this year. This compromise had bipartisan support, but failed on a tie vote in the 
House.  
 
It is incredibly unfortunate that the Democrats in the Legislature rejected this 
compromise and instead passed a minimum wage increase that would amount to the 4th 
highest in the nation—a rate that would be unsustainable and kill New Mexico jobs. An 
increase of this magnitude would also likely hurt the very New Mexicans who this is 
designed to help the most.  
 
Had there been willingness to compromise on a reasonable wage rate that is in line with 
our neighboring states, I would be signing into law a higher minimum wage today. It's 



disappointing that the Democratic leadership chose not to work together on this important 
issue.  
 
Respectfully yours, 

 
 

 
 
 
Susana Martinez 
Governor 
 
 
 


