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March 30, 2012 
 
The 125th Legislature of the State of Maine 
State House 
Augusta, Maine 
 
Dear Honorable Members of the 125th Legislature: 
 
Under the authority vested in me by Article IV, Part Third, Section 2 of the Constitution of the State of 
Maine, I am hereby vetoing LD 145, "An Act To Clarify and Streamline Foreclosure Proceedings." 
  
If the title of this bill matched its substance, then I would have happily signed it.  However, this law 
would not do anything to shorten the foreclosure process in the State of Maine, currently estimated at 420 
days per case.  Instead, it would add a new burden on our lenders to produce original copies of documents 
or swear under penalty of perjury why they are not able to.  This will simply create more paperwork in the 
foreclosure process with little benefit for Maine people. 
 
The length of our foreclosure process is due to our strong consumer protections, both in law and in the 
rules of the Judicial Branch through its diversion program.  There are a number of safeguards that already 
exist both before and during foreclosure.  I do not believe LD 145 will add meaningfully to those 
safeguards.  We must keep in mind that every unnecessary delay in the foreclosure process will distort 
prices in our housing market.  Every effort should be made to avoid foreclosure and help both borrowers 
and lenders find the best solution.  However, when it becomes clear that foreclosure is the only possible 
result, our system should move quickly rather than delay the inevitable. 
 
As members of the Legislature know, the vast majority of lenders in Maine - community banks, credit 
unions, and larger banks - play by the rules.  Nevertheless, I understand why this bill was put forward.  
We have all seen the news coverage of the few who did not act fairly.  Indeed, our Attorney General has 
recently come to settlement terms with some of them.  If LD 145 sought to increase penalties for those 
who ignore our laws, then I could support it.  As written, I cannot. 
 
For these reasons, I am returning LD 145 unsigned and vetoed.  I strongly urge the Legislature to sustain 
it. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
S/Paul R. LePage 
Governor 


