
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 2, 2012 

 

HOUSE EXECUTIVE MESSAGE NO. 149 

 

 

The Honorable Ben Luján and 

Members of the House of Representatives 

State Capitol Building 

Santa Fe, NM 87501 

 

Honorable Speaker Luján and Members of the House:  

 

Pursuant to the Constitution of the State of New Mexico, Article IV, Section 22, I hereby 

VETO and am returning HOUSE BILL 290, as amended, enacted by the Fiftieth 

Legislature, Second Session, 2012. 

 

HB 290 would intercept approximately $12 million of motor vehicle excise tax revenue 

that would otherwise go to the State General Fund and direct that revenue instead to the 

State Road Fund.  It would also appropriate $20 million from the State Road Fund to be 

equally divided among all six transportation districts.   

 

The proposed transfer of revenue from the General Fund to the Road Fund creates 

unsustainable pressure on the General Fund and does not provide a long-term solution to 

financial problems in the Road Fund.  The proposed transfer was also not included in 

either the Executive or the Legislative budget recommendations and would result in a 

reduction of General Fund reserves.  Those reserves are crucial to maintaining adequacy 

of funding for state government operations and for maintaining the State’s credit 

rating.  Furthermore, although structured as a one-time transfer, the proposal would 

create expectations that the intercept of the motor vehicle excise tax would become 

permanent, which would put further pressure on the General Fund.   

 

 The bill also increases Road Fund appropriations by more than the amount of the 

revenue transfer to the Fund.  The difference would have to be made up by reducing other 

Road Fund appropriations.  This is an unwarranted interference in the management of 

scarce Road Fund revenues.  These monies should be allocated by the State 

Transportation Commission after going through a rigorous priority-setting process.     

 

On a related note, I have worked hard to prioritize statewide road projects in my capital 

outlay proposals (including $40 million in statewide road reconstruction this year) as a 



HOUSE EXECUTIVE MESSAGE NO. 149 

The Honorable Ben Luján 

March 2, 2012 

Page 2 

 

 

way to augment our investment in maintaining state highways.  Unfortunately, the 

legislature has chosen not to invest in these critical road projects throughout the state, just 

as they chose not to develop other critical infrastructure, such as aging dams and water 

treatment systems. 

 

 

Respectfully yours, 

 

 

 

 

Susana Martinez 

Governor 

 

 

RECEIVED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

 

Time:  _________________   a.m.  p.m. 

Date:  _________________  2012            By__________________________________ 

           Secretary of State        

 

                                                      

 

 

Time:  _________________  a.m.  p.m. 

Date:  _________________  2012  By  ________________________________ 

      Chief Clerk of the House   

 

 

 


