
STATE OF MAINE 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

1 STATE HOUSE STATION 

AUGUSTA, MAINE  04333-0001 

  

June 15, 2011 

  

The 125th Legislature of the State of Maine  

State House 

Augusta, Maine 

  

Dear Honorable Members of the 125th Legislature: 

  

Under the authority vested in me by Article IV, Part Third, Section 2 of the Constitution 
of the State of Maine, I am hereby vetoing LD 325, "Resolve, To Examine the 
Representation of Families by Nonattorney Advocates at Special Education Due Process 
Hearings." 

  

Despite the best intentions of this Resolve's sponsor, I am concerned that resolves, such 
as this one, force us to spend limited resources exploring conceptual policy positions that 
may or may not be acted upon by the Legislature in the future. A flood of Resolves will 
serve to distract the State from the objectives of shrinking government and creating jobs. 
While this resolve directs a working group to be convened by the Maine Developmental 
Disabilities Council, it requires participation by the Department of Education. With our 
current fiscal position, I am concerned that participation by the Department will divert 
limited resources from the priorities of the Department. 

  



This Resolve anticipates voluntary participation by people from outside of state 
government. It is not necessary to pass a resolve for the Maine Developmental 
Disabilities Council to invite stakeholders to voluntarily participate in a working group 
on any issue. If the Council believes that a working group on the subject of this resolve is 
important, the Council can invite stakeholders to meet without direction from the 
Legislature. It is not appropriate for the State to attempt to coerce participation in such a 
process through Legislative action. 

  

In addition, the subject matter of this Resolve involves complicated issues involving due 
process rights and the possible unauthorized practice of law. Since there are contentious 
issues involved and many of the stakeholders' positions are strongly held, it is unlikely 
that the process outlined will be productive. Passage of this Resolve may give the 
appearance that action is being taken on this issue when that is not actually the case. 

  

For these reasons, I return LD 325 unsigned and vetoed. I strongly urge the Legislature to 
sustain it. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

S/Paul R. LePage 

Governor 

 


