
Governor’s Veto Message Regarding HB 218 

      By the authority vested in me, pursuant to part II, Article 44 of the New Hampshire 
Constitution, on June 15, 2011, I vetoed HB 218, relative to the New Hampshire rail transit 
authority.  

      I am vetoing this legislation because business leaders, particularly in Nashua and 
Manchester, has clearly said that this bill will hurt their efforts to grow their businesses, to create 
jobs and to attract new companies to New Hampshire.  

      The New Hampshire business community has made a clear statement that it sees rail, in the 
words of the Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce, as “a proven economic catalyst that 
will spur economic development and create jobs.”  Several major companies have made clear 
that they believe rail will improve their ability to attract workers, access their markets, attract 
additional customers and grow their businesses in New Hampshire.  In addition, the Manchester 
and Nashua chambers of commerce both believe that developing the state’s rail infrastructure 
will assist their efforts to attract new businesses and jobs to the state.  That is one reason both 
chambers have asked me to veto this legislation.  The Merrimack Town Council, the Bedford 
Town Council, and the Nashua Board of Aldermen have also passed resolutions expressing 
support for expanded rail service and the benefits it would bring to their communities. 

      The support of the business community is validated by an independent study that concluded 
that the development of rail in the capital corridor could result in more than $2.4 billion in new 
business sales and nearly 1,000 new jobs created and sustained in New Hampshire in the first 
twenty years of operation. 

      HB 218 makes substantial changes to New Hampshire Rail Transit Authority that will reduce 
its ability to fully consider all transit options for the state. New Hampshire businesses banded 
together to raise $120,000 to fund the Rail Authority’s grant application without any state funds 
because they believe a full consideration of rail is important to New Hampshire’s economic 
future. Going back on our commitment to the businesses who contributed funds to pay for grant 
applications sends the wrong signal to the private sector about state government’s willingness to 
stand by its commitments.  We should see the study through to its conclusion with a fully 
functioning Rail Authority so that we can make informed policy choices about the best way 
forward for our state. 

      Concerns about specific provisions in the Rail Authority statute could have been addressed 
through much more narrowly drafted language that would leave intact important functions of the 
rail authority.  As currently written, this legislation takes away the rail authority’s ability to enter 
into contracts with partner organizations, to accept gifts and to work with the private sector on 
economic development projects adjacent to potential rail sites.  

      Given the strong concerns among New Hampshire business leaders that this legislation will 
jeopardize their efforts to grow their businesses and create new jobs, I am vetoing House Bill 
218.  



Respectfully submitted, 

John H. Lynch 

Governor 

Date:  June 15, 2011 

 


