
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
STATE OF MONTANA 

BRIAN SCHWEITZER JOHN BOHLINGER 

GOVERNOR LT. GOVERNOR 

April 29, 2011 

The Honorable Linda McCulloch 
Secretary of State 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT 59620 

Dear Secretary McCulloch: 

In accordance with the power vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and the laws of 
the State of Montana, I hereby veto Senate Bill No. 402 (SB 402), "AN ACT PROVIDING 
FOR SPRING WOLF HUNTS; ESTABLISHING FEES FOR SPRING WOLF HUNTING 
LICENSES; AMENDING SECTIONS 87-1-304, 87-2-523, 87-2-524, AND 87-5-131, MCA; 
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

Senate Bill 402 was introduced in anticipation of federal delisting of wolves from the 
Endangered Species Act. According to proponents, Montana "lost" the fall 2010 hunting 
season to the relisting of wolves earlier in the year, and SB 402 was an effort to allow, 
essentially for the purposes of just the current year, a spring hunt of wolves. This legislation 
provides a mandate for this single-year spring hunt, despite numerous biological, 
administrative, and practical difficulties associated with such a hunt. 

In federal legislation recently shepherded through Congress by U.S. Senator Jon Tester, 
wolves have been delisted. This uncommonly helpful congressional action was passed in 
uncommonly quick fashion. At the moment, Montana awaits the necessary federal 
regulations and protocols for implementation of the recent delisting, which I understand may 
take up to 60 days. For purposes of a hunt, that timeline would put Montana into the middle 
of June, at which time the Fish, Wildlife, and Parks (FWP) Commission would take up matters 
such as season-setting, quotas, hunting districts, public input, and license sales. The net 
result is that Montana would be looking at July or August for its "spring hunt," even as we 
expect fall wolf hunting in the backcountry to begin in mid-September. Because of these 
difficulties with timing, and for practical reasons involving the mingling of hunting seasons, 
and for the sake of public safety during the summer months when Montana families are 
enjoying other activities in the woods, I believe a wolf hunt outside of fall to be unworkable 
and ill-advised. In any event, stated otherwise, it is not practically possible for a "spring hunt" 
to occur, as S8 402 would require. 

There are several biological and social reasons why a spring wolf hunt is further ill-advised. 
Female wolves with pups will be vulnerable and tied to their dens. Montana has long-avoided 
hunting during these times, due not only to biology, but social acceptance. The prospect of 
field-dressing pregnant females or the likelihood of starving, abandoned pups does not meet 
ethical standards of fair chase or humane treatment of animals. Further, wolves are 
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undernourished and in their poorest condition coming into the spring, and the young are 
immature through the summer. The harvest of animals in poor condition with mangy pelts 
and the taking of underdeveloped animals are not what most Montanans have in mind when 
buying a hunting license. FWP and the Commission already have the authority to set any 
season that is appropriate to the agency's mission, including a special season for wolves as 
circumstances may dictate. However, a statutory setting of mandatory hunting without 
consideration of these broader implications, in my opinion is ill-advised. 

Additionally, FWP has a wolf management plan, and the substance of that plan helped 
secure passage of Senator Tester's legislation to de-list wolves in Montana. Enactment of 
SB 402 has the potential to jeopardize Montana's delisted status, a result none of us desire. 
Ultimately, delisting was facilitated by Montana's sensible and scientific approach. 

Montana will indeed have a wolf hunt this fall, and I am not willing to jeopardize recent hard
fought gains to put wolf management back where it belongs, in the hands of the state. I 
respectfully ask for your support to sustain my veto. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
BRIAN C 

GOVERNOR 


cc: Legislative Services Division 


