
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
STATE OF MONTANA 

BRIAN SCHWEITZER JOHN BOHLINGER 
GOVERNOR LT. GOVERNOR 

May 10, 2011 

The Honorable Linda McCulloch 
Secretary of State 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT 59620 

Dear Secretary McCulloch: 

In accordance with the power vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and the 
laws of the State of Montana, I hereby veto Senate Bill No. 174 (SB 174), "AN ACT 
PROHIBITING THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS FROM 
EXPENDING ANY FUNDS ON THE RELOCATION OR TRANSPLANTATION OF 
WILD BUFFALO OR BISON ON THE SPOTTED DOG WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 
AREA; AMENDING SECTION 87-1·201, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 
EFFECTIVE DATE." 

I issue this veto of SB 174 because, like other bison bills this past legislative session, its 
underpinnings lie not in scientific fact, but in the perpetuation of unfounded fears related 
to disease management and bison management. In this case, SB 174 unduly precludes 
the transplantation of disease-free bison to the Spotted Dog Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA). Increased tolerance for bison in Montana and relocation of bison to other 
suitable habitats and tribal lands was part of the court-ordered Interagency Bison 
Management Plan adopted in 2000, to which two state agencies and three federal 
agencies were parties. Proponents of SB 174 who helped write and agreed to that plan 
now seek to undermine it through this legislation. 

The bison quarantine and relocation study was written over 6 years ago. In well over a 
dozen industry-sanctioned and federally-approved tests, the quarantined bison now 
available for relocation have in every instance tested negatively for brucellosis. These 
are quite possibly the most tested animals in the history of animal health management. 
No other group of animals has been tested so rigorously over such a long period of 
time. 

The claim that these bison risk the spread of brucellosis, which is the underpinning for 
SB 174, is without merit. Those who do not believe the science apparently would throw 
out the entire structure of the U.S. animal health system we have relied on for decades 
to control disease in livestock. I find this position a disturbing one, given the picture it 
presents to consumers about disease control and the safety of the entire U.S. food 
supply. Based on the very same testing protocol we rely on to assure disease-free 
animals across the country, these bison are at least as safe as any other animal in 
Montana, or the world, for that matter. 
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Also without merit are arguments that relocated bison somehow present inordinate 
property and safety risks. Given the existence of dozens of domestic bison herds 
throughout Montana, I question that assertion. Further, I note that Rock Creek Cattle 
Company, former owner of the Spotted Dog Ranch and still next door neighbor, has for 
many years been home to no less than 800 bison at a time. In fact, Rock Creek Cattle 
Company still runs bison next door to the Spotted Dog WMA. 

The Fish, Wildlife, and Parks Commission currently has this issue under study, using a 
deliberative, open public process in which all parties have ample opportunity to weigh 
in. This public process will determine how and where wild bison can be successfully 
managed in Montana. Senate Bill 174 would halt this process before all facts are 
known, based on the fears of a few. 

Sincerely, 

~NSCH 
GOVERNOR 

cc: Legislative Services Division 


