
 
 
 
April 7, 2011
 
The Honorable Mike Milburn
Speaker of the House
State Capitol
Helena, MT 59620
 
The Honorable Jim Peterson
President of the Senate
State Capitol
Helena, MT 59620
 
Dear Speaker Milburn and President Peterson:      
 
In accordance with the power vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and the laws of the State of
Montana, I hereby veto House Bill No. 531 (HB 531), “AN ACT REVISING THE CIVIL LIABILITY
PROVISIONS FOR MULTIPLE DEFENDANTS; CLARIFYING THE PROCESS FOR MULTIPLE
DEFENDANTS IN AN ACTION FOR NEGLIGENCE FOLLOWING THE SETTLEMENT OR RELEASE
FROM LIABILITY OF A PERSON; AMENDING SECTION 27-1-703, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
My objections to HB 531 are two-fold.  The bill takes an already complicated statute, Mont. Code Ann. §
27-1-703, governing the apportionment of damages in civil tort actions involving multiple defendants and
makes it far more complicated.  I suspect that the existing statute, itself, is understood by only a few judges
and civil trial lawyers -- plaintiff and defendant.  This statute has undergone many conversions and been
amended heavily over the years.  The prior version of this statute was challenged successfully on constitutional
grounds, but the current version has been in effect since 1997.  I do not believe there is any reason to amend
the statute now. 
 
Additionally, I fundamentally disagree with the precepts underlying HB 531, as expressed in the “preamble” to
the bill, or the “whereas” clauses.  First, the “whereas” clauses state that the bill’s intent is to address the high
cost of health insurance in this country.  The bill, however, addresses all tort litigation, only a small amount of
which is medical malpractice litigation.  Second, the “whereas” clauses attach blame and responsibility for our
country’s health care problems and health care provider shortages on our nation’s legal system.  I believe
those remarks are unfair and inflammatory. 
 
For these reasons, I respectfully ask you to sustain my veto of the bill.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 
BRIAN SCHWEITZER
GOVERNOR
 
cc:  Legislative Services Division

http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2011/AmdHtmH/HB0531GovVeto.HTM
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