
 
 
 
 
 
April 13, 2011
 
The Honorable Mike Milburn
Speaker of the House
State Capitol
Helena, MT 59620
 
The Honorable Jim Peterson
President of the Senate
State Capitol
Helena, MT 59620
 
Dear Speaker Milburn and President Peterson:   
 
In accordance with the power vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and the laws of the
State of Montana, I hereby veto House Bill No. 272 (HB 272), “AN ACT PROHIBITING THE USE
OF HUNTING ACCESS ENHANCEMENT FEES FOR FEE TITLE LAND ACQUISITION;
AMENDING SECTIONS 87-1-270 AND 87-1-271, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
House Bill 272 represents a surprising reaction to Fish, Wildlife, and Parks’ (FWP’s) use of a
specific funding source to achieve the policy goal of promoting access to public lands endorsed by
the 2009 Legislature.  Specifically in 2009, through passage of the bonding bill, House Bill No.
674, the Legislature authorized the Department of Natural Resources and Conservation to
purchase as much as possible of Plum Creek Timber Company lands offered for sale.  The
alternative to this purchase would have been subdivision and development of these lands, and the
result would have been loss of fish and wildlife habitat, timber lands, access, and recreational
opportunity for hunting, fishing, hiking, camping, and snowmobiling. 
 
Consistent with the Legislature’s 2009 policy direction for acquisition of Plum Creek lands, and in
accordance with its authority under § 87-1-270, MCA and other funding sources, in 2010 FWP
acquired the Marshall Block, comprising significant timberland formerly owned by Plum Creek
west of Seeley Lake.  Supporters of the Marshall Block purchase included the Missoula County
Commission, the Seeley Lake Community Council, the Swan ATV Club and Pyramid Mountain
Lumber, to name just a few.
 
House Bill 272 seeks to restrict the use of certain hunting access enhancement fees to prohibit fee
title acquisition of land.  Had HB 272 been in effect in 2010, FWP would have been prohibited from
using these funds for acquiring the Marshall Block, and the purchase itself would have been
jeopardized.  
 
House Bill 272 appears to reflect both a notable and piecemeal policy shift by the Legislature in
reaction to one specific land acquisition by FWP.  I disagree with this policy shift and believe that
FWP needs to maintain a full complement of tools for conserving access to public lands, including
fee title acquisition, in order to be able to react with flexibility as access opportunities present
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themselves in a sometimes fast-moving real estate market.   House Bill 272 does not allow for that
necessary flexibility.
 
For these reasons, I ask for your support in sustaining my veto. 
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 
BRIAN SCHWEITZER
GOVERNOR
 
cc:  Legislative Services Division
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