
 
 
 
April 13, 2011
 
The Honorable Mike Milburn
Speaker of the House
State Capitol
Helena, MT 59620
 
The Honorable Jim Peterson
President of the Senate
State Capitol
Helena, MT 59620
 
Dear Speaker Milburn and President Peterson:   
 
In accordance with the power vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and the laws of the
State of Montana, I hereby veto House Bill No. 318 (HB 318), “AN ACT REQUIRING APPROVAL
OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS BEFORE THE DEPARTMENTS OF
LIVESTOCK OR FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS MAY AUTHORIZE ANY TRANSPLANTATION
OR RELOCATION OF WILD BUFFALO OR BISON CERTIFIED AS BRUCELLOSIS-FREE INTO
A MONTANA COUNTY; AMENDING SECTIONS 81-2-120 AND 87-1-216, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.”  I issue this veto of HB 318 because its
underpinnings lie not in scientific fact, but in the perpetuation of unfounded fears related to
disease management and bison management.   
 
HB 318 transfers decision-making for bison relocation from the state to counties, which under the
bill are granted ultimate authority to determine whether relocation may occur.  Increased tolerance
for bison in Montana and relocation of bison to other suitable habitats and tribal lands was part of
the court-ordered Interagency Bison Management Plan adopted in 2000, to which two state
agencies and three federal agencies were parties.  Proponents of HB 318 who helped write and
agreed to that plan are now seeking to undermine the heart of it through this legislation. 
 
The bison quarantine and relocation study was written over 6 years ago.  In well over a dozen
industry-sanctioned and federally-approved tests, the quarantined bison now available for
relocation have in every instance tested negatively for brucellosis.  These are quite possibly the
most-tested animals in the history of animal health management.  No other group of animals has
been tested so rigorously over such a long period of time.
 
The claim that these bison risk the spread of brucellosis, which is the underpinning for HB 318, is
without merit.  Those who do not believe the science apparently would throw out the entire
structure of the U.S. animal health system we have relied on for decades to control disease in
livestock.  I find this position a disturbing one, given the picture it presents to consumers about
disease control and the safety of the entire U.S. food supply.  Based on the very same testing
protocol we rely on to assure disease-free animals across the country, these bison are at least as
safe as any other animal in Montana, or the world, for that matter.
 
The transfer of authority from the state to the counties under HB 318 is also accompanied by a
more subtle change in law with respect to decision-making for the management of bison, which
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under current law must be based upon scientific risk-based criteria that the state must follow, to a
system that establishes no bases or parameters upon which counties would be required to use to
approve relocation.  The shifting of wildlife management decisions from considered science to
political decision-making is not only contrary to sound public policy, it places significant federal
fish and wildlife funding at risk.
 
Also without merit are arguments that relocated bison somehow present other property and safety
risks.  Given the existence of dozens of domestic bison herds throughout Montana, I do not
believe these arguments support enactment of HB 318 into law.
 
Finally, HB 318 runs counter to Montana’s own tried and tested laws for disease control and the
transport of livestock and other animals by allowing county government to arbitrarily exercise veto
authority over the transport of one particular species.  Montana makes no such exception for any
other species, including cattle, horses, mules, swine, llamas, alpacas, or sheep.  There likewise is
no exception for the transplantation of any wildlife species, including any wild mammal, bird,
reptile, amphibian, fish, mollusk, crustacean, or other wild animal or the egg, sperm, embryo, or
offspring of the wild animal.
 
Proper management of commerce, disease, and wildlife statutes rightly belongs in the hands of
experts at the state level, whether it involves state livestock inspectors, the state veterinarian, or
state wildlife biologists.  For these reasons, I ask for your support in sustaining my veto. 
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 
BRIAN SCHWEITZER
GOVERNOR
 
cc:  Legislative Services Division
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