SENATE BILL NO 1730
(First Reprint)

To the Senate:

Pursuant to Article V, Section |, Paragraph 14 of the New
Jersey Constitution, | am returning Senate Bill No. 1730 (First
Reprint) with nmy reconmmendati ons for reconsideration.

This legislation would require that public enpl oyees obtain
a principal residence in New Jersey within one year of beginning
their public service. The residency requirenment would not apply
to individuals whose position requires the enployee to spend the
majority of his or her working hours outside of the State. The
bill would also not apply to certain faculty and adm nistrative
staff of State colleges, universities, and higher educational
institutions. These institutions, however, would be required to
report annually to the Governor and the Legislature on the staff
nmenbers exenpted from the residency requirenent. This annual
report must include a statenent indicating that the failure to
exenpt these individuals would seriously inpede the ability of
the institution to conpete successfully with simlar facilities
in other states.

Furthernore, under this |egislation any person, except for
the head of a principal departnent of the Executive Branch or a
menber of the Judiciary, may request an exenption on the basis
of “critical need or hardship” from a three-nenber committee
conposed of a person appointed by the Governor, a person
appoi nted by the Speaker of the General Assenbly, and a person
appoi nted by the President of the Senate. Deci si ons on whet her
to approve a hardship application require a majority vote of the
t hree-nenber commttee within 30 days of the request, after
whi ch the request is deened deni ed.

I commend the sponsors for their efforts to increase
enpl oynent opportunities for New Jersey residents, by ensuring
that citizens throughout the State enjoy access to public

positions in their conmmunities. However, | am concerned wth
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Respectful |y,
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