
 
                         VETO MESSAGE - No. 6824
 
TO THE SENATE:
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
 
Senate Bill Number 6784, entitled:
 
    "AN  ACT  to  amend  the  general  municipal law, in relation to the
      training of fire officers in cities of one million or more"
 
    NOT APPROVED
 
  This bill would require that fire officers in a city with a population
of one million or more be provided with at least forty  hours  of  field
training  and classroom instruction in the fire code of such city and at
least forty hours of field training and  classroom  instruction  in  the
building  and construction codes and local ordinances of such city, with
an emphasis on the inspection duties of fire officers and any  pertinent
changes  in such duties resulting from the enactment of or any amendment
to any of such codes that took effect on or after July first, two  thou-
sand eight.
 
  The  bill  has  a  laudable  purpose:  to ensure that firefighters are
familiar with the significant changes in the building code that New York
City has put in place since 2008. Unfortunately, the bill  as  currently
crafted  would  impose significant costs on the City. Moreover, the bill
would require that all such training be completed prior to  the  end  of
this  year, which is not practicable, and the City could not comply with
this mandate without significant  dislocation  and  overtime  costs.  (I
note,  however,  that the Firefighters have made clear their flexibility
with respect to the training completion date.)  Finally,  even  if  more
training  is  warranted, I have been given no indication that an across-
the-board requirement of eighty hours for each  officer,  many  of  whom
play  a  limited  role  in  building  inspections,  is  the  appropriate
approach. Such decisions should reflect a carefully  calibrated  balance
of  costs  and  benefits,  and I do not believe the State Legislature or
Governor are the appropriate parties to be making this decision for  New
York City.
 
  I  encourage  New  York  City and its firefighters to work together to
determine an appropriate means of ensuring that the training provided is
adequate. I also encourage the New York City Council, which  promulgated
a  home  rule  message  for  this legislation, to appropriate sufficient
funds in an ensuing New York City budget so that the necessary  training
can be provided in a time frame that would not require significant over-
time costs. But as this bill would impose a substantial unfunded mandate
on the City, I cannot enact it into law.
 
  The bill is disapproved.                  (signed) DAVID A. PATERSON
                              __________


