
 
                         VETO MESSAGE - No. 6821
 
TO THE SENATE:
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
 
Senate Bill Number 3602, entitled:
 
    "AN  ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to
      the custom crush production of wine"
 
    NOT APPROVED
 
  This bill would permit  licensed  wineries  to  allow  individuals  to
assist in the production of wine for sale for personal or family use.
 
  Although not currently defined in the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC)
Law,  the  term  "custom crush" refers to an arrangement within the wine
industry that allows smaller wineries to contract with  larger  wineries
to  produce  wine  on behalf of the smaller winery. The process involves
the larger winery crushing, processing, fermenting, bottling or conduct-
ing any combination of such services, using  grapes,  fruits  and  other
plants from other smaller wineries.
 
  This  bill  would  allow  wineries  to  "engage  in  custom crush wine
                                                       ____________
production allowing individuals to assist in the production of wine  for
sale  for  personal or family use." By placing "custom crush" in the ABC
Law for the first time, however, this bill  would  have  the  unintended
effect  of statutorily defining custom crush as only applicable to indi-
viduals assisting in production of wine, rather than the current  indus-
try  practice  of  wineries  engaging in custom crush. As a result, this
legislation would create unnecessary confusion among wineries that  have
been engaged in custom crush services.
 
  Earlier  this  year,  I  submitted  a  Program  Bill,  S.8305  (Auber-
tine)/A.11533 (DelMonte), which would implement several of the recommen-
dations made by the New York State Wine Grape Task Force in its December
2008 Report and promote the successful development of  New  York's  wine
and grape industry. It also would eliminate any confusion related to the
authority  to  engage  in custom crush wine production. My bill, already
passed by the Senate, would define "custom crush facility" for the first
time, and allow for "custom wine  production"  by  individuals  at  both
wineries and farm wineries.
 
  In  light  of  the  concerns set forth above, I am constrained to veto
this well-intentioned legislation. However, my Program Bill would accom-
plish what the sponsors are intending to do without upsetting the custom
crush industry in New York. I urge the Assembly to approve this  measure
so that I may sign it into law this year.
 
  The bill is disapproved.                  (signed) DAVID A. PATERSON
                              __________


