
VETO MESSAGE - No. 6807
 
TO THE ASSEMBLY:
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
 
Assembly Bill Number 10052-A, entitled:
 
    "AN  ACT  to  amend the executive law, in relation to information on
      state boards"
 
    NOT APPROVED
 
  This bill would amend the Executive Law to  establish  a  database  of
State boards, commissions, councils, task forces and similar bodies that
would  be  maintained  and  annually  updated by the Department of State
(DOS).   Additionally, this bill would require  every  State  board  and
other  covered  entity to supply the Secretary of State with information
related to each such board and entity's size  and  membership,  purpose,
past and proposed meetings, legal constitution, and contact information.
This bill further would require DOS to report to the Governor and Legis-
lature on the content and completeness of the database by June 1, 2012.
 
  It  is  estimated that there are approximately 1,000 boards throughout
the State that would be responsible for supplying  this  information  to
DOS.    DOS  anticipates that the additional responsibilities imposed by
this legislation would require, at a minimum, two new full-time  employ-
ees  and  additional  funds  to cover the cost of software and equipment
purchases.  Unfortunately, the bill does not provide a discrete  funding
source  to  fund these activities and DOS could not implement the bill's
provisions within its existing resources. In light of the State's  grave
financial condition, I simply cannot allow enactment of legislation that
negatively  impacts the State's fisc. The appropriate place for discuss-
ing such a proposal is in the budget process, where any expenditure  can
be weighed against other outlays and available revenues.
 
  Finally,  the  sponsors'  memoranda state that a database such as that
proposed in this bill would allow legislative committees and other over-
sight bodies "to make recommendations to merge boards  with  duplicative
duties and purposes or eliminate non-functioning boards." I note, howev-
er, that when I specifically proposed to eliminate and consolidate vari-
ous boards in my Executive Budget, and provided ample rationale for such
actions,  the  Legislature  failed  to  act  on  most of my proposals. I
believe that the best way to address the proliferation of boards,  coun-
cils  and  other  costly  and duplicative governmental bodies is for the
Executive and Legislature to work together to reduce their  number,  not
to  add  additional  cost through an expensive disclosure regime. I urge
the Legislature once again to address the proposals I have put forth  in
this regard.
 
  The bill is disapproved.                    (signed) DAVID A. PATERSON


