
VETO MESSAGE - No. 6771
 
TO THE ASSEMBLY:
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
 
Assembly Bill Number 275-A, entitled:
 
    "AN  ACT  to  establish  the New York state automatic identification
      technology privacy task force"
 
    NOT APPROVED
 
  This legislation would establish a 17-member New York State  Automatic
Identification Technology Privacy Task Force (Task Force), co-chaired by
the  Chairperson of the Consumer Protection Board (CPB) and the Director
of the Office for Technology (OFT). The purpose of the Task Force is  to
assess privacy issues associated with the application of automatic iden-
tification  technologies  (ATIs).  ATIs include optical bar codes, radio
frequency identification (i.e., EZ Pass), smart cards and optical memory
cards. The Task Force is to issue a report to the Governor and  Legisla-
ture  by  November  30, 2011, evaluating the State's current laws, rules
and regulations and identifying any changes needed to regulate appropri-
ately the use of this technology. CPB would be required to  provide  the
Task Force with necessary facilities, assistance and data.
 
  New  technologies  such  as ATIs are being used in both the public and
private sectors to track and develop "profiles," identity  patterns  and
track  the  personal habits and preferences of New Yorkers without their
knowledge or consent. Although there are  considerable  and  useful  and
"cutting  edge" applications associated with ATIs, there are also poten-
tial privacy implications if these technologies are left unregulated. As
the technology progresses rapidly, so do the accompanying ethical  ques-
tions and debate. I believe the markets will frame the issues clearly.
 
  While  the  bill  is  well-intentioned,  the study's subject matter is
overly broad, not clearly defined and not strictly related  to  personal
privacy.   For example, one use of ATIs to be studied is the use of this
technology to track merchandise within the chain of  distribution.  Such
an  expansive  study would place a significant new burden on the already
severely strained resources of the CPB. The  legislation  would  require
CPB  to incur at least $305,000 in additional expenses, including hiring
additional staff with  the  necessary  expertise  to  fulfill  the  Task
Force's mandated responsibilities.
 
  Finally, I proposed in my Executive Budget that 91 boards, commissions
and  task  forces created in statute be repealed. I also have eliminated
numerous entities  that  were  created  administratively.  Allowing  the
creation  of  this  new  task  force  would run contrary to my policy of
reducing the number of State boards, commissions and task forces.
 
  The bill is disapproved.                  (signed) DAVID A. PATERSON


