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Governor Lynch’s Veto Message Regarding HB 379

By the authority vested in me, pursuant to part II, Article 44 of the New Hampshire Constitution, on 
July 26, 2010, I vetoed HB 379.

HB 379 would create such a new exception to the Right to Know Law by allowing elected officials of a 
legislative body to meet in non-public session to discuss strategy and negotiation of collective 
bargaining prior to the time that a collective bargaining agreement is submitted for approval.

The Right to Know Law already allows the public body that negotiates a collective bargaining 
agreement to confer privately for the purpose of considering strategy and negotiation of the agreement. 
RSA 91-A:2, I (a) exempts from the public meeting requirement strategy or negotiations for collective 
bargaining.

The proposed new exception in SB 379 would allow discussions by the body that approves these 
agreements – that must now occur in public – to be conducted in a non-public session. SB 379 would 
allow the members of a legislative body that does not negotiate but which must approve a public 
employee contract – such as a board of alderman – to meet in a non-public session with the public body 
that negotiates the contract as long as the cost items have not been submitted for approval. As a result, 
potentially important discussions that are now subject to open meeting could be removed from the 
public arena.

The Right to Know Law’s provisions governing open meetings safeguard transparency and 
accountability in the operation of government. The threshold for creating any new exception to the 
open meeting requirement must be very high, and I do not believe the types of meetings contemplated 
by this bill warrant the creation of another exception.

For these reasons, I am vetoing this bill.


