
VETO MESSAGE - No. 6711
 
TO THE SENATE:
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
 
Senate Bill Number 5440-C, entitled:
 
    "AN  ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to
      allowing a licensed  winery  or  farm  winery  to  sell  wine  for
      consumption upon the premises of a food festival"
 
    NOT APPROVED
 
  This  bill  would allow licensed wineries or farm wineries to apply to
the State Liquor Authority (SLA) for a temporary permit to sell wine for
on-premise consumption at a "food  festival  at  which  food  is  widely
available."  A  licensed  winery  or  farm winery that is approved for a
permit would not be required to pay a fee for such permit.
 
  Currently, the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Law allows a vendor to
obtain a 24-hour permit for a modest $26 to sell beer, wine or liquor at
an event. Also, wineries can  participate  in  specific  tasting  events
through a supplier's permit issued by the SLA.
 
  Initiatives  such  as this to promote New York-made wine are laudable,
but must be done in a safe and controlled manner. Without  a  definition
of "food festival," there are potentially thousands of venues that could
be  considered a food festival, resulting in a workload increase for the
SLA without a commensurate permit fee, which could  exacerbate  applica-
tion  processing delays. Furthermore, New York brewers could continue to
pay a permit fee while New York wineries would be exempt. This does  not
seem  equitable, particularly in light of the State's dire fiscal condi-
tion.
 
  While I must regretfully disapprove this bill  for  these  reasons,  I
fully  support efforts by the Legislature to expand markets for wineries
and farm wineries. In that regard, I urge  the  Legislature  to  support
such  efforts  by  passing legislation to allow wine to be sold in addi-
tional outlets such as grocery stores, which is the most  effective  way
to promote the wine industry in New York State.
 
  The bill is disapproved.                  (signed) DAVID A. PATERSON


