
May 13, 2010 
 

TO THE MISSISSIPPI SENATE: 
 

GOVERNOR’S PARTIAL VETO MESSAGE FOR SENATE BILL NO. 3135 
 

 I am returning Senate Bill 3135, “AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO DEFRAY THE EXPENSES OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2011” partly approved and partly not approved pursuant to the 
authority of Article IV, Section 73 of the Mississippi Constitution and assign the following reasons for partial veto of this bill: 
 
 After full consideration, I am vetoing Section 20 of Senate Bill 3135, which would mandate payment of 11 hours of 
compensatory time for sworn officers holding the rank of Lieutenant and above.  While I support paying these hours, the 
Legislature’s mandate is not accompanied by additional general funds to pay them.  Mandating additional payments, without 
providing additional general funds, unfairly ties the Commissioner’s hands, and is contrary to good budgetary practice.  During a 
time of severely declining revenue, agency heads need the flexibility to spend their limited funds as they believe necessary to carry 
out the mission of their agencies. 
 
 Notwithstanding this veto, these hours will still be paid so long as funds remain available, and we expect that to continue 
throughout Fiscal Year 2011.  I have instructed the Commissioner to continue paying these 11 hours, and he has informed me he 
can do so without negatively affecting the mission of the Department of Public Safety, so long as no major cuts are necessary to his 
budget in Fiscal Year 2011.  I will endeavor to avoid making any such cuts to the Department of Safety budget in 2011. 
 
 Additionally, and importantly, according to the Mississippi Constitution, the Legislature cannot execute authority reserved 
to the Executive Branch; this is clearly a violation of the Constitution’s Separation of Powers provisions. 
 
 For these reasons, I urge the members to sustain the partial veto of Senate Bill 3135. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Haley Barbour 
Governor 


