
VETO MESSAGE:

 
                          VETO MESSAGE - No. 13
 
TO THE ASSEMBLY:
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
 
Assembly Bill Number 8418, entitled:
 
    "AN  ACT  to amend the family court act and the social services law,
      in relation to notification of the  court,  the  parties  and  the
      attorney  for  the  child,  when a child protective or foster care
      agency transfers a child from one foster home or other foster care
      placement to another"
 
    NOT APPROVED
 
  This bill would:  (1)  require  that  a  local  department  of  social
services provide ten days notice to the court, the parent and the attor-
ney  for  a  child  prior  to  moving that child from one foster home to
another; (2) require court approval prior to transferring a child  where
Family  Court  has  made a specific foster home placement; and (3) allow
Family Court to direct a  specific  foster  home  placement  in  certain
instances.
 
  I  deeply  respect  the efforts of the sponsors to protect children in
our foster care system. For a number of reasons, however, I believe this
bill is not the right approach to that goal. In particular, this bill is
an unfunded mandate on local departments of social services, which  will
be required to provide ten days prior notice in all instances in which a
child  is  moved  from one foster care home to another. This requirement
will, in many instances, simply add an administratively burdensome  task
which  is  not  guaranteed  to improve the quality of placement, care or
services provided to foster children. In  these  harsh  economic  times,
when the State and localities are running out of money and contemplating
extremely  difficult  reductions  in  services  and supports to the most
needy, I cannot burden the local departments  of  social  services  with
another  unfunded  mandate--particularly  one  that will not necessarily
enhance the quality of care.
 
  In addition, I question the wisdom of divesting authority  from  local
departments of social services in making determinations as to the appro-
priate specific foster care placement for children in their care.  These
concerns  are  widely shared. Indeed, the Office for Children and Family
Services, the Division of the Budget and the  New  York  Public  Welfare
Association all oppose this legislation.
 



  However, the underlying issue addressed by this bill is one of signif-
icant importance: ensuring that appropriate notice and an opportunity to
object  are given to affected parties before a child is transferred from
one foster care home to another. For that reason,  I  am  directing  the
Office of Children and Family Services to work with local departments of
social  services  to  determine  ways in which appropriate notice can be
given, particularly to attorneys for children.
 
  The bill is disapproved.                    (signed) DAVID A. PATERSON
                               __________


