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                          VETO MESSAGE - No. 12
 
TO THE ASSEMBLY:
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
 
Assembly Bill Number 5894-A, entitled:
 
    "AN  ACT  to  amend  the  public health law, in relation to the post
      polio sequelae public awareness program"
 
    NOT APPROVED
 
  Poliomyelitis (polio)  is  a  highly  infectious  disease  transmitted
through  the gastro-intestinal tract by a virus that attacks the central
nervous system. Thousands of children were killed or  paralyzed  in  the
polio  epidemics  of the 1940s and 1950s before the vaccine developed by
Jonas Salk became available. Many polio survivors have  experienced  the
onset  of  new  symptoms  between  30  and  40  years  after  they first
contracted polio. These symptoms, which have been attributed to a condi-
tion known as Post-Polio Sequelae (PPS), include fatigue,  muscle  weak-
ness,  muscle  and  joint  pain,  problems with swallowing, breathing or
sleeping, and sensitivity to pain, cold and anesthesia. There is no cure
for PPS, although the condition can be managed to some extent by  reduc-
ing  strain on the impacted muscles and implementing dietary changes. In
addition, available evidence suggests that  PPS  should  be  taken  into
account  by health care practitioners when pain medication or anesthesia
is necessary. However, many polio survivors and health care  practition-
ers are unaware of PPS.
 
  This  bill  would  add  PPS  to the list of topics set forth in Public
Health Law (PHL) Section 207, which requires the  Department  of  Health
(DOH)   to  conduct  education  and  outreach  programs  for  consumers,
patients, and health  care  providers  on  "various  health  conditions,
diseases  and health care procedures and treatment options," among other
things. Unfortunately, the bill would require the  use  of  increasingly
scarce  agency  resources  and  is inconsistent with my Executive Budget
proposal to amend PHL Section 207 so that DOH  is  authorized,  but  not
required, to conduct the health promotion activities specified therein.
 
  I  do  not  in any way minimize the importance of raising awareness of
PPS among polio survivors, health care  practitioners  and  the  general
public.   But this State is in an unparalleled fiscal crisis and dwindl-
ing resources must be used carefully. I  believe  it  is  both  fiscally
prudent  and  medically appropriate, given the shifting nature of public
health priorities, to leave to  the  discretion  and  expertise  of  the



Commissioner  of  Health the decision of whether to conduct outreach and
education on a particular matter.
 
  The Executive Budget proposed adding several  specific  health  condi-
tions  to  PHL Section 207. I will gladly entertain the inclusion of PPS
in that list once the Legislature agrees, as part of the  budget  legis-
lation  that  is ultimately enacted, to revise the statute so that it is
no longer mandatory. While this would  not  necessarily  result  in  the
education  and outreach on PPS hoped for by the sponsors, it may help to
raise awareness of the issue. In any event, I encourage polio  survivors
and  health  care  practitioners  to  visit DOH's website or the website
 
operated by the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, both
of which provide information about PPS. But I cannot approve this bill.
 
  The bill is disapproved.                    (signed) DAVID A. PATERSON
                               __________


