
                           VETO MESSAGE - No. 55
 
TO THE ASSEMBLY:
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bills:
 
Assembly Bill Number 220-B, entitled:
 
    "AN  ACT  to adjust certain state aid payments to the North Bellmore
      union free school district"
 
Assembly Bill Number 7893-A, entitled:
 
    "AN ACT to authorize the Copiague  union  free  school  district  to
      repay  an  overpayment of state aid in equal installments over six
      years"
 
Assembly Bill Number 7989-A, entitled:
 
    "AN ACT to authorize the Brocton central school  district  to  repay
      over period of six years certain overpayments of state aid"
 
Assembly Bill Number 6889-A, entitled:
 
    "AN  ACT to adjust certain state aid payments to the Southern Cayuga
      central school district"
 
    NOT APPROVED
 
  Current law provides for a  3-year  overpayment  recovery  for  school
districts  where  an immediate recovery presents a hardship. These bills
permit the North Bellmore Union Free School District, the Copiague Union
Free School District, the  Brocton  Central  School  District,  and  the
Southern  Cayuga  Central  School District (Districts) to repay, without
interest, excess State Aid over a 6-year period. The North Bellmore UFSD
received $1,576,816  in  excess  State  Aid  during  the  2004-2005  and
2005-2006  school years. The Copiague UFSD received $1,511,501 in excess
State aid during the 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 school years.  The  Brocton
CSD  received  $810,000  in excess State Aid during the 2004-2005 school
year. The Southern Cayuga CSD received $234,498 in excess State aid over
a two-year period during the 2002-03 and 2003-04 school years.
 
  I recognize that school districts  must  constantly  make  challenging
fiscal choices, and that our current economic crisis poses extraordinar-
ily  difficult  problems for local governments as it does for the State.
But I cannot see how I can allow these Districts an extended period  for
repayment,  and  then  deny such schedule to others. Indeed, in three of
these bills, the districts at issue have not met the standard for  hard-
ship  allowing  for  a  3-year payment plan. Further, each such delay in
payments to the State has a fiscal cost that the State can  ill  afford.
In  any  case,  any  such  action  which has an impact on State finances
should be resolved in  the  budget  process  alongside  other  potential
expenses and reviewed in light of the State's overall fiscal situation.
 
  For these reasons, I vetoed a similar bill earlier this year, and I am
constrained to do the same in regard to this legislation.
 
  These bills are disapproved.              (signed) DAVID A. PATERSON
                              __________


