
Executive Office, Lansing, July 17, 2008

Michigan House of Representatives

State Capitol

Lansing, Michigan 48909-7514

Dear Legislators:

Today  I  have  signed  Enrolled  House  Bill  5807,  the  appropriations  bill  for  the 
Department of Agriculture for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2009. However, I 
have disapproved particular items pursuant to Section 19 of Article V of the Michigan 
Constitution of 1963. The specific item vetoes are contained in the attached copy of this 
bill, which has been filed with the Secretary of State.

This  bill  provides $107.8 million  for  programs that  protect  the health  and safety of 
Michigan residents,  provide consumer protection,  ensure animal  health,  and promote 
agriculture.

I have disapproved the proposed appropriation for a cooperative resources management 
initiative program. I believe that the money intended for the program would be better 
used by funding the timber program rather than this discretionary program. This action 
is consistent with my disapproval of a similar item included by the Legislature in the 
appropriations bill for the Department of Natural Resources.

I also have disapproved various horse racing line items because the items were increased 
by reducing funding for the Bovine Tuberculosis program. Michigan has been steadfast 
in its battle to eradicate Bovine Tuberculosis from cervid populations for approximately 
14 years, investing over $97.0 million of taxpayer resources. A disinvestment at this time 
would  jeopardize  public  health  and  compromise  our  eradication  efforts  to  date. 
Therefore, I  support restoration of funding for the Bovine Tuberculosis program and 
associated horse racing grants at the levels in the budget I originally submitted for fiscal 
year 2009.

In  addition,  I  believe  that  Section  902  is  legally  unenforceable,  as  it  represents  an 
attempt to amend existing Michigan law by implication in contravention of Section 25 
of Article IV of the Michigan Constitution of 1963.

This bill supports the essential operations of the Department of Agriculture. I commend 
the Legislature for its work on this budget.

Respectfully,

Jennifer M. Granholm

Governor


