
October 31, 2007  

Today I have signed Enrolled Senate Bill 232, the fiscal year 2008 appropriation for the Department of 
Human Services (DHS). However, I am returning it to you because of items of which I disapprove, 
pursuant to Article V, Section 19, of the Michigan Constitution. The specific items vetoed are contained 
within the attached copy of the bill, which has been filed with the Secretary of State.  

This bill appropriates over $4.5 billion, an amount that represents a significant commitment to the safety, 
well-being, independence, and permanency of Michigan's children and families. Highlights of the bill 
include:  

* Full funding of projected caseloads and costs for critical family support programs including the Family 
Independence Program ($374.0 million), State Disability Assistance Program ($34.7 million), and Child 
Day Care Services ($409.9 million).  

* The appropriation of nearly $634 million for the Foster Care, Child Care Fund, and Adoption Subsidies 
programs to provide children with caring families and safe homes.  

* Funding of $43.5 million for services to improve the child welfare system. These services will support 
guardianship programs for children in foster care and other services to place children in permanent homes.  

* Statewide expansion of the Jobs, Education and Training (JET) Program with increased funding of $18.0 
million.  

* A commitment of current and new resources to support development of an integrated information 
technology system (BRIDGES) that will reduce the workload for overburdened staff and increase accuracy 
of client payments.  

My action today vetoes Sections 303(3), 304, 306, 309, and 581, which earmark funds for various special 
projects that cannot be supported during these tight fiscal times.  

I have vetoed Section 908. The department is already piloting a similar effort to increase child support 
collections and I await the results of that pilot before instituting a new project.  

I have vetoed Section 576, which increases adoption rates above the amount agreed to during budget 
negotiations. I am directing the Department of Human Services to implement a 4 percent rate increase for 
adoption providers. Likewise, I have vetoed Section 613, which increases indigent burial rates by over 50 
percent. I am directing the department to implement the burial rates currently established by Administrative 
Rule.  

I have also vetoed Section 531, which allocates $5 million in Title IV-E revenues to local units of 
government. I continue to support the existing policy, which splits the revenue equally between the state 
and the counties.  

I have vetoed language in Section 574(1), which is inconsistent with discussions during final budget 
negotiations.  

Section 727 is legally unenforceable because it attempts to amend 1974 PA 150, MCL 803.305 by 
reference without republication.  

Finally, Section 684 expresses legislative intent that the maximum number of day care hours remain at 100 
per two-week period. This section cannot be implemented because the funding in Part 1 was reduced to 
reflect a reduction in day care hours to 90.  



While I have found it necessary to make some modifications to the bill, I am pleased that the Legislature 
met targeted funding levels while protecting key DHS programs and initiatives. I appreciate the 
Legislature's cooperation in the development of a particularly difficult budget and your effort to focus on 
preserving the services to vulnerable families and children.  

Sincerely,  

Jennifer M. Granholm  

Governor  

 


