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To the Senate: 

I am filing Senate Committee Substitute for Senate Bill No. 

176 in the Division of Archives and Records Management without 

my approval.   

Under the provisions of Article V, Section I, Paragraph 14 

of the Constitution, this bill, which was passed within 10 days 

preceding the expiration of the second legislative year, does 

not become law because it was not signed prior to the seventh 

day following such expiration.  In this circumstance, there is 

no provision for the return of a bill to the Legislature for 

reconsideration, but I deem it to be in the public interest to 

state my reasons for deciding not to sign this bill.  

Senate Committee Substitute for Senate Bill No. 176 would 

expand the types of damages allowed in wrongful death actions 

beyond “pecuniary” losses to include injuries resulting from 

“mental anguish, emotional pain and suffering, loss of society 

and loss of companionship.”   

I commend the sponsors for recognizing the need to ensure 

that the lives of minors, parents who do not work outside the 

home, and the elderly are not significantly undervalued by a 

system that limits an individual’s worth to his or her financial 

contribution to the family.  On the other hand, unlimited 

damages based on emotional anguish or pain and suffering could 

have a significant impact on state and local budgets, since 

government entities are not infrequently named as defendants in 

wrongful death suits, and there are similar concerns as the 

State undertakes efforts to attract and grow businesses here.     
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Unfortunately, I do not believe that this bill in its 

current form strikes a fair balance that would avoid using a 

strict monetary valuation of a person’s life while also 

addressing the adverse effect of allowing unlimited and 

unpredictable damages.   

I encourage the Legislature to promptly revisit this 

important issue.  Further, I recommend that the Legislature 

consider alternative means of striking an appropriate balance, 

especially by granting more flexibility for courts to reduce 

excessive non-pecuniary damage awards and defining non-pecuniary 

damages less expansively. 

Accordingly, I must file Senate Committee Substitute for 

Senate Bill No. 176 without my approval.   

 
Respectfully, 

 
/s/ Jon S. Corzine 
 
Governor 

 
 
 [seal] 
 
 
Attest: 
 
/s/ Kenneth H. Zimmerman 
 
Chief Counsel to the Governor 
 
 


