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March 3, 2008 

 

HOUSE EXECUTIVE MESSAGE NO. 56 

 

The Honorable Ben Lujan 

Speaker of the House 

New Mexico House of Representatives 

State Capitol Building 

Santa Fe, NM 87501 

 

Honorable Speaker Lujan and Members of the House: 

 

Pursuant to the Constitution of the State of New Mexico, Article IV, Section 22, I hereby 

VETO and return HOUSE BILL 221, as amended, which was enacted during the Forty-

Eighth Legislature, Second Session, 2008. 

 

House Bill 221 was originally introduced to relieve counties of the burden of making 

lease-purchase payments to the Board of Finance for electronic voting machines which 

are no longer in use in New Mexico, a proposal I support. As written, however, House 

Bill 221 substitutes one problem for another by placing a financial duty, without any 

funding, on the State of New Mexico.   

 

House Bill 221 was amended in a closed conference committee meeting to shift the 

burden for maintenance of voting machines from the counties to the state. Because of the 

timing and manner of introduction of this amendment, it was not heard in full on either 

floor of the Legislature. The amendment created an additional section in the New Mexico 

Election Code, providing that the costs of maintaining any “voting system”, whether 

state-owned or county-owned, shall be the responsibility of the State.  The amendment 

also deleted a part of Article 9, Section 12 of the Election Code clarifying that county 

clerks are responsible for keeping voting systems in “good repair.”  These two 

amendments contradict a provision within Article 9, Section 8 of the Election Code 

specifying that counties shall be responsible for the care, custody, and maintenance of 

voting systems. 
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The Legislature has placed this additional financial burden on the State of New Mexico 

without appropriating money or specifying from which fund money may be expended in 

order to fulfill this duty. The last minute amendment and lack of full debate has resulted 

in a bill that imposes an unfunded and poorly planned mandate.  

 

To address the original issue, however, I have directed the Cabinet Secretary of the 

Department of Finance and Administration to prepare a resolution for adoption by the 

Board of Finance which would relieve counties from making lease purchase payments for 

those machines no longer in use. Furthermore, I recognize the importance of properly 

maintained voting systems to the integrity of the election process and I will continue to 

work with the Secretary of State and County Clerks to address their needs.  

 

Respectfully yours, 

 

 

 

Bill Richardson 

Governor 

 

 

 

RECEIVED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR: 

 

 

Time: _______a.m./p.m.  by: 

Date: _______2008    ________________________ 

      Chief Clerk of the Senate 

 

Time: _______a.m./p.m.  by: 

Date: _______2008    ________________________ 

      Secretary of State 

 


