
May 31, 2007 
Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, and 
Members of the Legislature 
State Capitol 
Lincoln, NE 68509 
 
Dear Mr. President and Members of the Legislature: 
I am returning LB 658 without my signature and with my objections. 
My decision to veto LB 658 was difficult because I recognize that the bill is 
the Legislature's response to the will of Nebraska voters on Referendum 
422. The result of that election clearly established that a majority of 
Nebraskans want an opportunity for our small rural schools to exist. I 
cannot, however, ignore the fact that small district advocates view the 
provisions of this bill as having so many obstacles to any new school 
creation that they are willing to sacrifice the property protections placed in 
the bill in order to have another opportunity to work in good faith on an 
alternative legislative proposal that could be considered next year. 
LB 658 clearly mandates numerous and difficult requirements that the 
patrons of small, rural school districts would have to complete in order to 
recreate their former schools. While I share many legislators' concerns with 
an approach to this issue that would call simply for the creation of every 
former Class I district exactly as it existed prior to its dissolution, I do not 
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believe that the process set forth in LB 658 to form and govern Class I 
districts is fair. 
I have been assured by small school representatives that they would not file 
any new lawsuits on this issue, would not continue to demand automatic 
restoration of all former Class I districts as they existed prior to the 
dissolutions, and that they would work with legislative policymakers 
throughout this summer and fall to reach a more reasonable resolution to 
this issue. This opportunity presents us with a new beginning. 
For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to sustain my veto of LB 658. 
Sincerely, 
(Signed) Dave Heineman 
Governor 
 


