
Special Interest Groups and 
Their Impact Worksheet

   

Name: __________________________________________

Essential Question: 
Does a relationship with a special interest group impact how a member 
of Congress votes on legislation?

Goal:To understand the relationship between politicians and special 
interest groups by examining a politicians’ position on issues, and his 
or her voting records and public statements, and by seeing how 
various interest groups and individual politicians.

1. Go to www.votesmart.org.

2. Enter your 9-digit zip code. Select one of the members of Congress 
from your home state.

3. Choose “Interest Group Rankings” and find a rating where your 
member of Congress scores particularly high or low.  Follow that 
interest group by clicking on it and looking at its website.  What are the 
primary goals of that special interest group?  Based on the goals, what 
is the primary issue that concerns the group?

4. Return to Vote Smart to see if your politician has completed the 
Political Courage Test with regard to the issue you selected above.  If 
so, what is their stance on that issue?  
Note:  Many politicians have not completed the Political Courage Test or 
have not completed it in its entirety.  If your politician does not take a 
stance on this issue, please state that below.
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5. How does your politician’s stance on that issue compare with the 
views of the interest group you selected in number 3?

6. To take a closer look at the stance of your politician on this issue, 
navigate to his or her Speeches and Public Statements.  Using the key 
word search, try to find any speeches he or she has made regarding 
your issue.  What kinds of messages are discussed in these 
statements?  Are the views expressed consistent with their Political 
Courage Test and interest group ranking?

7. Next navigate to the Campaign Finances section to find out if the 
interest group has donated any funds to your candidate in the most 
recent election cycle.  If so, how much? (Project Vote Smart includes 
only major contributors, so you may look on other web sites as well for 
more detailed information).
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8. Your last step is to determine if the relationship with a special 
interest group has had an impact on the way your senator or 
representative has voted.  Go to his or her voting record and search for 
your issue.  [You may need to use a broader topic if your issue is very 
specific.  For example, instead of looking up adoption laws, you might 
have to look up social issues or family issues.]  What are one to three 
key pieces of legislation on which your politician voted and what was 
his or her vote?

Is this voting record consistent with his or her statements and Political 
Courage Test?  How does his or her voting record reflect the views of 
the interest group you selected?

Reflection: Do you believe a relationship with a special interest group 
impacts how a member of Congress votes on legislation? 
Explain.
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