
  
Lesson 2 - The Role of Special Interest Groups 

 
Standards: National Council for the Social Studies 
NCSS 5: Individuals, Groups and Institutions 
 
Objectives: 
SWBAT (students will be able to) understand the variety of different topics special 
interests groups address in our country. 
 
Subject Matter: 
Yesterday we talked about what a special interest group is and today we are going to learn 
about some of the different topics they address. Just like the variety of groups and activities 
you mentioned yesterday that you participate in, special interest groups can cover a 
number of different topics and be all over the political spectrum. Special interest groups 
can be found at the national, state and local levels, but we are going to focus on only the 
state and national levels for this lesson. 
 
Materials: 

● Enough copies of the special interest group game (included here) for each student. 
● Scissors 
● Glue sticks 

 
Procedure: (30 mins) 

1. Have each student cut out their special interest group cards and separate them into 
three different face-up piles (interest group names, descriptions and level of 
government they address).  Pass out glue sticks to each student.  

2. Have students put all the names of the special interest groups on the left hand side 
of their paper where it says “name”.  

3. Now have the students read through each of the the descriptions and in the second 
column on their paper, place each description next to the special interest group they 
think the description goes with.  

4. Once the students have the names and descriptions matched, have them match the 
appropriate level of government based on the interest description and put it in the 
third column.  
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5. After they are done with matching and you have given them the correct answers 
(listed below), have students glue the interest group names, descriptions and levels 
to their sheets of paper. 

 
Answers: 1: C (national), 2: I (national), 3: E (national), 4: J (state), 5: A (state), 6: D 
(national), 7: H (state), 8: F (state), 9: G (national), 10: B (national) 

 
6. As you are wrapping up the lesson, reiterate the wide range of topics addressed by 

special interest groups. You can also name an interest group and ask students to tell 
you if the group works at a national or state level.  
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SIGs Worksheet
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Interest Group Name Description Level 
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