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Regular Session, 2006

SENATE BILL NO. 652

BY SENATOR LENTINI 

CRIME/PUNISHMENT.  Creates the crime of cockfighting.

AN ACT1

To enact R.S. 14:102.21 and to repeal R.S. 14:102.1(D), relative to criminal offenses; to2

provide relative to the criminal code and to offenses against the state; to provide3

relative to the prohibition of certain activities and the penalties provided therefor; to4

provide relative to offenses against animals and affecting the public sensibility; to5

create the crime of cockfighting; to provide relative to the prosecution of such crime;6

to provide for definitions; to prohibit transportation of certain animals for certain7

purposes; to prohibit certain activities related to cockfighting; to provide relative to8

penalties, conditions, and requirements; and to provide for related matters.9

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:10

Section 1.  R.S. 14:102.21 is hereby enacted to read as follows:11

§102.21.  Cockfighting; prohibited; penalties12

A.  Cockfighting shall be unlawful.13

B.  As used in this Section the following terms shall be defined as follows:14

(1) "Cockfighting" means the causing of two or more roosters, defined15

as "gamecock," to engage in fighting.16

(2) "Gamecock" means any rooster bred or trained for participation in17
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a cockfight.1

C.  Cockfighting is determined to be cruelty to animals and shall be2

prosecuted under the provisions of R.S. 14:102.1.3

D.  No person shall transport any gamecock or another chicken, male or4

female, where the trier of fact may conclude that such transportation was for5

the purpose of having the animal engage in a cockfight or for the purpose of6

using the transported bird for the breeding of a gamecock or for the training for7

cockfighting.8

E.  No person shall organize, promote, conduct, or financially or9

materially support any cockfight, including but not limited to knowingly10

providing property, moveable or immoveable, which shall be used to stage a11

cockfight or to transport gamecocks.12

F.(1) Any person in violation of Subsection D or E of this Section shall13

be fined one thousand dollars or imprisoned for not more than six months, or14

both.  Each such violation shall constitute a separate offense.15

(2) Upon a second or subsequent violation of Subsection D or E of this16

Section, any property used in commission of the violation may be confiscated17

by the court and sold at public auction.  The proceeds of such auction shall be18

distributed to the Department of Public Safety and Corrections to be used in19

enforcement, investigation, and prosecution of any violation of this Section.20

Section 2. R.S. 14:102.1(D) is hereby repealed.21

The original instrument was prepared by Peggy Russell. The following
digest, which does not constitute a part of the legislative instrument, was
prepared by Tracy Sabina Sudduth.

DIGEST
Lentini (SB 652)

Proposed law creates the crime of cockfighting.

Proposed law provides that "cockfighting" means the causing of two or more roosters,
defined as "gamecock," to engage in fighting. Proposed law further provides that
"gamecock" means any rooster bred or trained for participation in a cockfight.

Proposed law prohibits certain activities related to cockfighting.
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Proposed law prohibits the transportation of any gamecock or another chicken, male or
female, for the purpose of having the animal engage in a cockfight, the breeding of a
gamecock or for the training for cockfighting.

Proposed law provides that no person shall organize, promote, conduct, or financially or
materially support any cockfight.

Proposed law requires that violators be fined $1,000 or imprisoned for not more than six
months, or both and that each violation constitutes a separate offense.

Proposed law provides that upon a second or subsequent violation, any property used in
commission of the violation may be confiscated by the court and sold at public auction with
the proceeds being distributed to DPS&C to be used in enforcement, investigation, and
prosecution of any violation of proposed law.

(Adds R.S. 14:102.21; repeals R.S. 14:102.1(D))

Summary of Amendments Adopted by Senate

Committee Amendments Proposed by Senate Committee on Judiciary C to the
original bill.

1. Creates the crime of cockfighting.

2. Provides for definitions.

3. Provides for penalties.

4. Repeals provisions that provide that fowl shall not be defined as animals.


