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Regular Session, 2006

HOUSE BILL NO. 1108

BY REPRESENTATIVE MARCHAND

MUNICIPAL/URBAN RENEWAL:  Creates a state agency in the governor's office, the
Lower Ninth Ward Improvement Authority to use available funding to improve the
Lower Ninth Ward and to serve as a land bank/trust for improvement purposes

AN ACT1

To enact Chapter 13-G of Title 33 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, to be2

comprised of R.S. 33:4720.91.1, and R.S. 36:4(B)(1)(r), relative to the Lower Ninth3

Ward Improvement Authority; to create the authority as a state agency within the4

office of the governor; to provide for the membership and the powers and duties of5

the authority; to provide relative to the records of the authority; and to provide for6

related matters.7

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:8

Section 1.  Chapter 13-G of Title 33 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950,9

comprised of R.S. 33:4720.91.1, is hereby enacted to read as follows:10

CHAPTER 13-G.  LOWER NINTH WARD IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY11

§4720.91.1.  Lower Ninth Ward Improvement Authority12

A.  Creation.  The Lower Ninth Ward Improvement Authority, referred to in13

this Section as the "authority", is hereby created as a state agency within the office14

of the governor.15

B.  Jurisdiction.  The authority shall have jurisdiction over the area in Orleans16

Parish bounded by Florida Avenue on the north, the Orleans/St. Bernard Parish line17

on the east, the Mississippi River on the south, and the Industrial Canal on the west.18
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C.  Purpose.  The authority shall assist in the preparation and implementation1

of a revitalization plan for the Lower Ninth Ward.  The authority shall also serve as2

a land/bank trust for the purpose of improvement within the Lower Ninth Ward.3

D.  Composition.  (1)  The authority shall be composed of fifteen members4

as follows:5

(a)  The president of the Lower Ninth Ward Homeowner's Association or his6

designee.7

(b)  The president of the Lower Ninth Ward Merchant's Association or his8

designee.9

(c)  The president of the Preservation Resource Center or his designee.  Any10

such designee shall be a resident of Orleans Parish.11

(d)  The mayor of the city of New Orleans or his designee.  Any such12

designee shall be a resident of the Lower Ninth Ward.13

(e)  The secretary of the Department of Economic Development or his14

designee.  Any such designee shall be a resident of Orleans Parish.15

(f)  The executive director of the Louisiana Recovery Authority or his16

designee.17

(g)  The New Orleans City Councilperson from District E or his designee.18

Any such designee shall be a resident of the Lower Ninth Ward.19

(h)  The president of the New Orleans chapter of the American Institute of20

Architects or his designee.21

(i)  The president of the New Orleans Redevelopment Authority or his22

designee.23

(j)  The governor shall appoint two members who shall be residents of the24

Lower Ninth Ward.25

(k)  The mayor of the city of New Orleans shall appoint one member who26

shall be a resident of the Lower Ninth Ward.27
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(l)  The commissioner of the Office of Financial Institutions shall appoint one1

member who shall be a resident of Orleans Parish and an employee of a financial2

institution.3

(m)  The state representative for House District No. 99 shall appoint one4

member who shall be a resident of the Lower Ninth Ward.5

(n)  The state senator for Senate District No. 2 shall appoint one member who6

shall be a resident of the Lower Ninth Ward.7

(2)(a)  The members serving pursuant to Subparagraphs (a) through (i) of8

Paragraph (1) of this Subsection shall serve during their terms of office, or if a9

designee, shall serve at the pleasure of the appointing authority.10

(b)  The members serving pursuant to Subparagraph (j) of Paragraph (1) of11

this Subsection shall serve four-year terms concurrent with the governor.  However,12

the initial terms of such members shall terminate on January 14, 2008.13

(c)  The members serving pursuant to Subparagraphs (k) through (n) of14

Paragraph (1) of this Subsection shall serve six-year terms after initial terms as15

provided in this Subparagraph.  One member shall serve an initial term of two years;16

one shall serve an initial term of three years; one shall serve an initial term of four17

years; and one shall serve an initial term of six years, to be determined by lot at the18

first meeting of the authority.19

E.  Powers and duties.  The authority shall have the following powers and20

duties:21

(1)  To incur debt.22

(2)  To sue and to be sued.23

(3)  To adopt, use, and alter at will a corporate seal.24

(4)  To adopt bylaws and rules and regulations.25

(5)  To receive by gift, grant, donation, or otherwise any sum of money,26

property, aid, or assistance from the United States, the state of Louisiana, or any27

political subdivision thereof, or any person, firm, or corporation.28
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(6)  To enter into contracts, agreements, or cooperative endeavors with the1

state and its political subdivisions or political corporations and with any public or2

private association, corporation, business entity, or individual.3

(7)  To appoint officers, agents, and employees, prescribe their duties, and fix4

their compensation.5

(8)  To acquire by purchase, gift, grant, donation, lease, or otherwise such6

property as may be necessary or desirable for purposes of improvement within the7

Lower Ninth Ward.  However, the authority shall not have the  power to acquire8

property by expropriation.9

(9)  To assist in the preparation and implementation of a revitalization plan10

for the Lower Ninth Ward and to serve as a land/bank trust for the purpose of11

improvement within the Lower Ninth Ward.12

F.  Public records.  Notwithstanding any contrary provision of R.S. 44:5, all13

records of the authority shall be public records subject to examination, inspection,14

copying, and reproduction in accordance with R.S. 44:1 et seq.15

Section 2.  R.S. 36:4(B)(1)(r) is hereby enacted to read as follows:16

§4.  Structure of executive branch of state government17

*          *          *18

B.  The office of the governor shall be in the executive branch of state19

government.20

(1)  The following agencies and their powers, duties, functions, and21

responsibilities are hereby transferred to the office of the governor:22

*          *          *23

(r)  The Lower Ninth Ward Improvement Authority (R.S. 33:4720.91.1).24

*          *          *25

Section 3.  This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not26

signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become law without signature27

by the governor, as provided by Article III, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana.  If28
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vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become1

effective on the day following such approval.2

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument.

Marchand HB No. 1108

Abstract:  Creates the Lower Ninth Ward Improvement Authority as a state agency within
the office of the governor to assist in the preparation and implementation of a
revitalization plan for the Lower Ninth Ward.

Proposed law creates the Lower Ninth Ward Improvement Authority as a state agency within
the office of the governor to assist in the preparation and implementation of a revitalization
plan for the Lower Ninth Ward.  Provides that the authority shall also serve as a land/bank
trust for the purpose of improvement within the Lower Ninth Ward.  Provides that the
authority shall have jurisdiction over the area in Orleans Parish bounded by Florida Avenue
on the north, the Orleans/St. Bernard Parish line on the east, the Mississippi River on the
south, and the Industrial Canal on the west.

Proposed law provides that the authority shall be composed of 15 members as follows:

(1) The president of the Lower Ninth Ward Homeowner's Association or his designee.

(2) The president of the Lower Ninth Ward Merchant's Association or his designee.

(3) The president of the Preservation Resource Center or his designee.  Any such
designee shall be a resident of Orleans Parish.

(4) The mayor of the city of New Orleans or his designee.  Any such designee shall be
a resident of the Lower Ninth Ward.

(5) The secretary of the Department of Economic Development or his designee.  Any
such designee shall be a resident of Orleans Parish.

(6) The executive director of the Louisiana Recovery Authority or his designee.

(7) The New Orleans city councilperson from District E or his designee.  Any such
designee shall be a resident of the Lower Ninth Ward.

(8) The president of the New Orleans chapter of the American Institute of Architects or
his designee.

(9) The president of the New Orleans Redevelopment Authority or his designee.

(10) Two members appointed by the governor who shall be residents of the Lower Ninth
Ward.

(11) One member appointed by the mayor of the city of New Orleans who shall be a
resident of the Lower Ninth Ward.

(12) One member appointed by the commissioner of the Office of Financial Institutions
who shall be a resident of Orleans Parish and an employee of a financial institution.
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(13) One member appointed by the state representative for House District No. 99 who
shall be a resident of the Lower Ninth Ward.

(14) One member appointed by the state senator for Senate District No. 2 who shall be a
resident of the Lower Ninth Ward.

Proposed law provides that members serving pursuant to (1) through (9) above shall serve
during their terms of office, or if a designee, shall serve at the pleasure of the appointing
authority.  Provides that members serving pursuant to (10) above shall serve four-year terms
concurrent with the governor.  Provides that the initial terms of such members shall
terminate on January 14, 2008.  Provides that members serving pursuant to (11) through (14)
above shall serve six-year staggered terms.

Proposed law provides that the authority shall have the following powers and duties:

(1) To incur debt.

(2) To sue and to be sued.

(3) To adopt, use, and alter at will a corporate seal.

(4) To adopt bylaws and rules and regulations.

(5) To receive by gift, grant, donation, or otherwise any sum of money, property, aid, or
assistance from the United States, the state of Louisiana, or any political subdivision
thereof, or any person, firm, or corporation.

(6) To enter into contracts, agreements, or cooperative endeavors with the state and its
political subdivisions or political corporations and with any public or private
association, corporation, business entity, or individual.

(7) To appoint officers, agents, and employees, prescribe their duties, and fix their
compensation. 

(8) To acquire by purchase, gift, grant, donation, lease, or otherwise such property as
may be necessary or desirable for purposes of improvement within the Lower Ninth
Ward.  Provides that the authority shall not have the power to acquire property by
expropriation.

(9) To assist in the preparation and implementation of a revitalization plan for the Lower
Ninth Ward and to serve as a land/bank trust for the purpose of improvement within
the Lower Ninth Ward.

Proposed law provides that all records of the authority shall be public records subject to
examination, inspection, copying, and reproduction as provided in the laws relative to public
records.

Effective upon signature of governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.

(Adds R.S. 33:4720.91.1 and R.S. 36:4(B)(1)(r))
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Summary of Amendments Adopted by House

Committee Amendments Proposed by House Committee on Municipal, Parochial and
Cultural Affairs to the original bill.

1. Provides that the authority shall have jurisdiction over the area in Orleans Parish
bounded by Florida Avenue on the north, the Orleans/St. Bernard Parish line on
the east, the Mississippi River on the south, and the Industrial Canal on the west.

2. Increases the membership of the authority from 11 to 15, changes the
composition of the membership, and changes the qualification requirements of
members.

3. Provides that ex officio members shall serve during their terms of office and any
designee of such member shall serve at the pleasure of the appointing authority.
Provides that members appointed by the governor shall serve four-year terms
concurrent with the governor and the initial terms of such members shall
terminate on January 14, 2008.  Provides that all other appointed members shall
serve six-year staggered terms.

4. Provides that the authority shall have the power to assist in the preparation and
implementation of a revitalization plan for the Lower Ninth Ward and to serve
as a land/bank trust for the purpose of improvement within the Lower Ninth
Ward.

House Floor Amendments to the engrossed  bill.

1. Changes the composition of the membership of the authority.  Removes proposed
law that provides that the president of the Louisiana chapter of the American
Planning Association or his designee shall be a member of the authority.
Additionally removes proposed law that requires any such designee to be a
resident of Orleans Parish.  Provides instead that the New Orleans city
councilperson from District E or his designee shall be a member of that authority.
Requires that any such designee be a resident of the Lower Ninth Ward.

2. Provides that the authority shall not have the power to acquire property by
expropriation.

3. Provides that all records of the authority shall be public records subject to
examination, inspection, copying, and reproduction.

4. Removes proposed law that authorizes the authority to seek any sources of
funding from both public or private entities in order to provide for
improvements within the Lower Ninth Ward.

5. Includes the authority in the list of agencies within the office of the governor in
Title 36.


